Israel closes off W. Bank, Gaza 

Jsj* 6 * 00 Saturday completely closed 

v5n?p5f,-® ank 31,(1 P 323 Slri P until Wednesday to pre- 
ent Palestinian attacks during the Jewish festival of 

”0®*® desman said. Defence Min- 
ster Moshe Arens imposed the measure following “warn- 
01 intended terrorist attacks'* during the holiday, the 

is j che firel com Pk*e krae li Shut-down 
of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip since mid-October. 
The closure means some 60,000 Palestinians employed in 

inrSi^ ^ 10 ^ to their jobs as well as another 

-K).U00 or so who work there illegally. 
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Netanyahu says 
Israel wants out 
of south Lebanon 

AMMAN (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Saturday that 
Israel aims to withdraw from 
south Lebanon and has no inten- 
tion of annexing any Lebanese 
land “We would have left 
Lebanon yesterday if we could." 
Netanyahu told AFP in Amman 
by telephone, adding that it was 
Israel's "ultimate goal” to with- 
draw from its self-declared 
security zone in south Lebanon. 
He said the Jewish q.ne had “no 
desire" to annex “even an inch" 
of Lebanese land and that the 
curtent occupation was just a 
"temporary measure” intended 
to protect Israel from attacks by 
the Hizbollah movement. 

Communist Party 
names candidates 
for Israel elections 

ILABUN (AFP) — Israel’s 
Communist Hadash Party on 
Saturday named its first three 
candidates for the legislative 
elections due to take place in 
May. The Communist-backed 
Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality tHadash) tapped 
Hadash Secretary General 
Mohammad Baraka, an Arab 
Muslim, to head its list for the 
May 17 polling. The group also 
named Communist Party offi- 
cial Issam Malul. an Arab Chris- 
tian. for the second spot arid 
picked veteran MP Tamar 
Gozansky tor the third place on 
its candidate list 

Serb policeman 
killed in ambush 

PRISTINA (AFP) — A Serb 
policeman was killed and anoth- 
er seriously injured in an 
ambush Saturday by Kosovo 
sueiyilla fighters on a patrol in 
ihe town of Krivovo, the Serb 
Irabrmarion Centre here said. 
Fighters of the Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army rivLA ) opened auto- 
matic gunfire on the police vehi- 
cle. which responded, officials 
from the centre sad. The fight- 
ers tied the scene and the 
wounded poiiceman was taken 
to a hospital in Pristina, Koso- 
\ o’s regional capital, they said. It 
was the first report of a killing of 
a Serb policeman since the 
Ramhouillci peace conference 
brought the sides together earli- 
er this month to try to agree on a 
settlement. 

Nearly 50 arrests 
at German demos 

MAGDEBURG (AP) — 
.About 1.000 radical rightists 
demonstrated against foreigners 
in Magdeburg Saturday, with 
police arresting 25 leftist 
counter-demonstrators for 
throwing stones and bottles at 
officers guarding the demon- 
stration. Also, in the eastern 
town of Wuraen. about 15 km 
cast of Leipzig, police said 22 
rightists were arrested after they 
leaned out of windows and 
ihrew manure and bags of paint 
into a crowd of 250 leftists 
marching in a protest against 
neo-Nazis. The Nlagdebuig 
demonstration, organised by the 
rightist National Party of Ger- 
inam. was held under the mono 
"No German passports for tor- 
ei liners." to protest Chancellor 
Gerhard Schrocder's plans to 
liberalise Germany's citizenship 
law to allow dual citizenship. 

Eight killed in 
Dhaka slum fire 

DHAKA (AFP I — At least 
eight people were killed, seven 
of them children. Saturday in a 
fire at a slum in the Bangladesh 
capital of Dhaka, a news agency 
reported The private UNB 
agency said the toll was eight 
but mav rise as rescue workers 
clearcd debris. Police confirmed 
fwc deaths. Fire officials said the 
injured were being treated in 
hospital. About 5.000 shanties 
housinc more than 20.00CJ peo- 
ple was totally destroyed m the 
tire. ihe> ‘cud. 


Tarawneh holds talks with Palestinian officials 

Decision on postponing statehood 
declaration premature — official 



Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh on Saturday holds talks with Mahmoud Abbas, the PLO's 
second in command, and chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat (Petra photo) 


King thanks Kuwaiti emir 
for prisoners’ pardon 

FM to reopen embassy this week 

By Caroline Faraj 


AMMAN — A top Pales- 
tinian official said after 
talks with Jordanian leaders 
on Saturday that the Pales- 
tinian leadership was look- 
ing ‘"for a suitable way” to 
resolve a controversy 
sparked by plans to unilat- 
erally declare a Palestinian 
state on May 4. 

But Mahmoud Abbas, the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation’s (PLO) second in 
command, said it was too 
early to consider postpon- 
ing plans to declare state- 
hood at the end of the five- 
year Palestinian autonomy 
set out by the Oslo accords. 

Israel has said it would 
annex parts of the West 
Bank in response to such a 
move. 

“We have not discussed 
the issue of a postponement 
[of the declaration].” he 
told reporters after talks 
with Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Dah Khatib. 

“However, we are look- 
ing for a suitable way to 
[resolve] this issue... but for 
now, we are not consider- 
ing whether to make a post- 
ponement or hol” 

Recent media reports 
have suggested that Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat has been advised by 
several countries, including 
European Union members 
and the United States, to 
postpone the declaration of 
statehood until after the 
Israeli parliamentary elec- 
tions in May. 

However, he was looking 
for guarantees from Wash- 
ington, the 15-member EU 
and other states that they 
would recognise a future 
Palestinian state if he 
agreed to postpone the con- 
troversial declaration. 

Abbas said he briefed 
Tarawneh and Khatib on 


“the latest consultations” 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority and the 
U.S. and European parries 
over the issue. 

Saturday's meeting was 
the first official encounter 
between Jordanian and 
PNA officials since Arafat 
revived an old idea of a 
confederation between Jor- 
dan and a future Palestinian 
state two weeks ago. 

The idea, which PLO 
officials insisted was taken 
out of context during a rou- 
tine speech to activists of 
Arafat’s Fateh movement 
in the West Bank town of 
Hebron, met with a cool 
reception from Jordan and 
Israel. 

Jordan reiterated its poli- 
cy that any decision on a 
confederation would have 
to wait until the status of 
the Palestinian areas has 
been determined in negoti- 
ations with Israel. 

Jordanian deputies, par- 


ties across the political 
spectrum and newspapers 
joined forces in criticising 
Arafat’s trial balloon on the 
grounds that such plans 
were premature. 

“We should not misun- 
derstand such statements 
which come from here or 
there... every now and then 
we talk about our hopes 
and ambitions ” Abbas 
said. 

“We cannot establish 
such a confederation now 
[with Jordan] because 
Palestine is not an indepen- 
dent state” he added. 

The Israelis also said talk 
about a confederation did 
nothing to allay fears about 
Palestinian plans to declare 
a state. 

The idea of a confedera- 
tion was first proposed, 
though not fully defined, in 
a 1985 pact between Arafat 
and the late King Hussein 
on joint peace talks with 
Israel. In 1987 the Palestin- 


ian National Council 

passed a resolution approv- 
ing confederation with Jor- 
dan after statehood was 
achieved. 1 

Khatib reiterated Jordan’s 
continued support for a 
comprehensive peace on 
the “Pales tinian-Israeli 
track in order to achieve 
overall peace that all peo- 
ples in this region want” 

Khatib also said that the 
government has demanded 
a clarification from Israel 
on statements attributed to 
Netanyahu in which the 
Israeli premier expressed 
his fear of a future alliance 
between Amman and Bagh- 
dad. 

“We have asked for clari- 
fication and the official text 
of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's remarks and 
we are waiting to receive 
such clarifications in order 
to respond to these com- 
ments," Khatib told 
reporters. 


AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah on Saturday 
sent a cable to Kuwaiti Emir 
Jaber AJ Ahmad AI Jaber AJ 
Sabah thanking him for his 
decision to pardon the last eight 
Jordanian prisoners in Kuwait. 

“I would like to express my 
deep appreciation for your kind 
and noble decision to pardon a 
number of Jordanian prisoners 
in Kuwait.” Kong Abdullah 
said ‘We consider Your Royal 
Highness' kind move as a great 
step to strengthen the two 
countries’ relations." 

On Friday, the Foreign Min- 
istry released the names of the 
eight Jordanian prisoners 
Kuwait pardoned last week. 
They are: Abdul Rahman Sa’d 
Al Husseini, Iraad Mahmoud 
Nimer, Mamoun Mohammad 
Masoud, I mad Sami Than, 
Ahmad Eid Mustafa, Osama 
SuheO Abdullah Al Hassan, 
Mahmoud Omar Saleh and 
Hamdeh Asa'd Yunes. 

On Thursday. Kuwait’s emir 
granted pardons to 306 prison- 
ers, including the last eight Jor- 
danians held for collaboranon 
with Iraqi forces following the 


AMMAN — A jewellery 
shop owner was killed in 
Jabal Al Hussein last night 
during a "suspected robbery 
attempt, police said Saturday. 

The victim, who was iden- 
tified as Doraghara Aqab 
Barqawu 50. owner of 
Shahrazad jewellery shop, 
was found inside his business 
at 7:00 p.m. by one of his 
neighbours with several bul- 
let wounds to the chest, 
police said. 

Police arrived al the scene 


August 1990 invasion of the 
Gulf emirate. Their release fol- 
lows that of 13 other Jordani- 
ans in April 1998. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Hah 
Khatib is due to visit Kuwait 
Tuesday on a ground-breaking 
trip to improve ties and to 
reopen the Jor danian embassy 
for the first time since die Gulf 
crisis, an official source said. 

“Khatib on Tuesday will be 
carrying a letter from His 
Majesty King Abdullah to his 
brother. Kuwait's emir- focus- 
ing on bilateral relations and 
means of strengthening them in 
all fields," me Official told the 
Jordan Times. 

Khatib, who was invited by 
his Kuwaiti counterpart, is 
scheduled to meet Kuwaiti 
Emir Sheikh Jaber Al Sabah, 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sa’d Al 
Abdullah and die foreign min- 
ister to discuss bilateral rela- 
tions, including the reinstate- 
ment of the Jordanian and 
Kuwaiti ambassadors to their 
respective posts. 

Earlier, Khatib told the Jor- 
dan Times that during his visit 
to Kuwait “we will be dis- 
cussing all files related to our 
brotherly relations, and ways 


and immediately cordoned 
off the area, diverting traffic 
from the busy commercial 
area of Jabal AI Hussein. No 
arrests were immediately 
made, police said, but inves- 
tigators were lifting finger- 
prints from inside the shop. 

Owners of nearby busi- 
nesses said they did not hear 
any gunfire. 

A shop owner next door 
discovered the crime when 
be saw Baiqawi’s body lay- 
ing on the floor. 

“When police arrived be 
was still alive. Later on he 


and means of improving than 
for the benefit of our peoples." 
i “Khatib is expected to bring 
the eight released Jordanian 
prisoners back with him,” said 
the official. 

Jordan is also expecting an 
ease of a Kuwaiti ten on Jor- 
danian labour 

But Suleiman Majed Al 
S hahin, number two at 
Kuwait’s foreign ministry, was 
quoted earlier saying "the issue 
of Jordanian manpower will be 
controlled by market needs. 
There wOI be no preferential 
treatment, but they [Jordani- 
ans] wOI be treated tike other 
Arabs.” 

Khatib was due in Kuwait 
earlier this month to reopen the 
Jordanian embassy, but (he 
visit was postponed because of 
the passing away of King Hus- 
sein on Feb. 7. 

During the Gulf crisis, 
Kuwait downgraded ties with 
Jordan after it accused Amman 
of supporting Iraq. 

But relations between 
Amman and Kuwait started to 
improve in 1995 when Jordan 
began to distance itself from 
Baghdad, calling on Iraq to 
implement UN. resolutions. 


was taken to Palestine Hospi- 
tal,” the. owner of a nearby 
shop told the Jordan Times. 

“There was nothing miss- 
ing from the shop. The only 
thing that we found was his 
body lying on the ground,” 
file merchant added. 

A security source said that 
investigations suggested that 
Barqawi resisted the suspect- 
ed robber. 

“Those who committed the 
crime fled the scene after 
they shot al him and did not 
take anything with them,” the 
security source added. 


Jewellery merchant killed in 
suspected robbery attempt 

By Tareq Ayyonb 


Officials reject Netanyahu’s statements on Iraq ties 

Relations with other countries a 


Jordanian concern — 


Lebanese civilians reopen road to 
Israeli-occupied southern village 



Lebanese civilians cheer on a bulldozer Saturday as it reopens the road to Araoun, 
connecting the south Lebanon village to the rest of Lebanon, one day after they 
stormed through barbed wire Israelis had erected around the village on the edge of 
the Israeli-occupied ‘security zone’ (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.i — Jordan 
yesterday gave Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu a mild scolding 
ahead of his arrival in Amman 
today over statements he male 
about the Kingdom’s relations 
with Iraq late fast week. 

“We reject Netanyahu's 
statements concerning Jor- 
dan's relations with other 
countries,” said Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh in a state- 
ment carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. “We reit- 
erate Jordan's sincere commit- 
mem to the peace treaty with 
Israel. Discussions of how Jor- 
dan’s relations with other 
states, including other Arab 
states, might or might not be, is 
solely a Jordanian concern.” 

‘The manner in which we 
deal [with those] relations is 
also a Jordanian concern, and 
we do not accept any external 
interference in them” the 
prime minister said. 

He did not say whether or 
not the issue would be on the 
agenda during his meeting 
today with Netanyahu. 

Tarawneh was referring to 
statements made by 
Netanyahu last Thursday to 
students at Israel’s right-wing 
Bar Dan University in Tel Aviv, 
expressing his fear that Jordan 
could enter into an alliance 
with Iraq against Israel and 
indicating that the late King 
Hussein "had sided with Iraq 

during the 1990-91 Gulf War 
when Iraq rained nearly three 
dozen Scud missiles on Israel. 


Netanyahu said that it had 
been none other than the 
“knight of peace — King Hus- 
sein” who had allied himself 
with Baghdad. 

His words caused a furore in 
Amman, which had called for 
a diplomatic solution to die 
Gulf crisis in order to avoid an 
all-out war. Relations between 
Amman and Baghdad have 
cooled significantly since then, 
but King Hussein had contin- 
ued to caution international 
leaders on the wisdom of con- 
tinuing economic sanctions 
and iralitaiy action in Iraq, 
insisting tint ^the territorial 
integrity of Jordan's eastern 
neighbour should be main- 
tained. 

Politicians also said the state- 
ments were an affront to Jor- 
dan's peace efforts for which 
Jordan has suffered much crit- 
icism in the Arab World 

Netanyahu’s statements 
were also interpreted as partic- 
ularly lacking in diplomacy as 
Jordan is in the midst of a 40- 
day mourning period for King 
Hussein and since they were 
made just ahead of 

Netanyahu's first official visit 
to Jordan to meet His Majesty 
King Abdullah. 

Israel yesterday launched a 
minor diplomatic offensive to 
clear the air ahead of talks 
here, which will also be attend- 
ed by Tarawneh, Foreign Min- 
ister Abdul Dah Khatib and his 
Israeli counterpart Ariel 

Sharon. 

In a statement to the Agence 


Tarawneh 

France Presse Amman bureau, 
the Israeli premier said that he 
believed "Jordan is among the 
countries in whose common 
interest it is to do whatever it 
can to prevent the armament of 
Iraq.” 

He said that he did not 
believe Jordan would ever 
form a military alliance with 
Iraq and that "Jordan will 
always want to stay in the 
camp of peace.” 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, his spokesperson 
David Bar-Dan said that state- 
ments published in the press, 
particularly the prominent 
Israeli Haaretz Hebrew daily, 
were a "misinterpretation.” 

“Unfortunately, during elec- 
tions time, there are some 

newspapers who are not 
favourable to Netanyahu and 
they like to twist his words and 
pur them in the limelight," Bar- 
Dan said. "This is what has 
happened This was not at all 
what he meant to say. The 
friendship, trust and confi- 
dence in Jordan and its stabili- 
ty is there and it is safe ” 

Jordanian official sources 
have said that talks are likely to 
focus on the lack of progress in 
implementing the Wye River 
agreement, signed in Washing- 
ton last October between Israel 
and the Palestinians and bro- 
kered by King Hussein. Also 
on the agenda will be bilateral 
economic cooperation and 
barriers to Jordan’s trade with 
ihe Palestinian territories. 


ARNOUN (AFP) — Civilians 
used bulldozers to reopen the 
road to this southern Lebanese 
village Saturday and defiantly 
planted a Lebanese flag near 
die largest Israeli position in the 
occupied border zone. 

They also planted flags from 
the Hizbollah and Amal militia 
amid the ruins of a house near- 
by. drawing heavy fire from the 
Israeli post that sent them scat- 
tering and caused one of the 
group to fainL 

Some 500 Beirut students, 
accompanied by villagers with 
shovels and a bulldozer from 
the nearby village of 
Nabatiyeh, pushed back the 
sand embankments ringing 
Amoun on day two of the first 
direct civilian action against the 
Israeli occupation in souihem 
Lebanon. 

They bulldozed open foe 
road linking the village to the 
rest of south Lebanon as high- 
way workers prepared to re- 
pave the route, after a crowd on 
Friday stormed through barbed 
wire the Israelis had erected 
around this village on the edge 
of foe Israeli-occupied zone. 

Flag-carrying Lebanese 
demonstrators then followed 
an ambulance into Araoun, 
bringing food and medicine to 
residents. 

Later a group of students 
planted the Lebanese flag a few 
bundled metres from Beaufort 
castle, an 11th-century fortress 
that is Israel's largest military 
post in the occupied zone. 

But when the youths planted 
two Hizbollah and two Amal 
flags in the debris of a wrecked 


house, Israeli troops unleashed 
heavy fire from the castle and 
sent the group running. One of 
them feinted and had to be car- 
ried off. 

About 2,000 protesters on 
Friday ripped down the barbed 
wire, erected Feb. 17 by Israeb 
soldiers and troops from the 
Israel-allied South Lebanon 
Army to block passage from 
die village except through foe 
occupied zone. 

The protesters, who ignored 
the likely presence of a mine- 


field and warning shots fired 
by foe nearby Israeli army, 
removed the barbed wire and 
remained in the village until 
late Friday before ending foe 
protest 

A Lebanese official told AFP 
afterward that Israel had agreed 
to remove the barbed wire per- 
manently but had asked 
Lebanon’s chief delegate to foe 
international truce committee 
monitoring foe Lebanese 
ceasefire to stop the “gather- 
ings and disturbances” in 


Amoun. 

But Colonel Maher Tufeili 
refused die request, asserting 
that “Lebanon rejects any 
promise or guarantee which 
could harm the resistance 
activities,” the official said 

The planting of the wire 
drew sharp criticism from 
Lebanon, which on Wednes- 
day filed its first complaint to 
foe U.N. Security Council 
since 1996 and demanded 
Israeli troops withdraw from 
foe village. 
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Islamist party launches 


vote campaign in Turkey 


KONYA (R) — Turkey's 
Islam-based Virtue Party 
launched its election cam- 
paign with a rally in the 
Islamist stronghold of 
Konya, vowing io shake off 
secularist opposition and 
win power in the April bal- 
lot. 

About 3,000 party sup- 
porters gathered in a sports 
hall in the Anatolian heart- 
land late on Friday, greeting 
Virtue leader Recai Kutan 
with chants of “Here comes 
the prime minister." 

"Virtue is Turkey’s hope,” 
said one banner in the hail, 
decked out with red-and- 
white party flags and segre- 
gated into different sections 
for men and women. 

The party aims to emulate 
the success of the now- 


banned Islamist Welfare 
Party, which topped the 
polls in the last elecdon in 
1995 with just over 20 per 
cent of the vote. 

Virtue is forecast to do 
well in the April 1 S vote but 
has attracted strong disap- 
proval from Turkey's pow- 
erful generals who see 
themselves as the guardians 
of the secular system. 

A campaign spearheaded 
by the military led to the 
end of a Welfare-led gov- 
ernment and the party's clo- 
sure a year ago for threaten- 
ing the secular order. 

Virtue, which attracted 
the vast majority of Welfare 
MPs. is still trying to shed 
the establishment opposi- 
tion. 

“With God’s permission. 


nothing can stop us from 
coming to power,*' Kutan 
said in a speech. 

In an effort to smooth 
relations with the military, 
the party has sent its pro- 
gramme to the army. 

“We told them we want a 
powerful and well- 
equipped armed forces 
when we come to power. 
For that reason, your 
experts should examine our 
programmes," Kutan said. 

The party is keen to allay 
the fears of many secularist 
Turks that it wants to intro- 
duce Islamic law. A series 
of mild Islamist reforms 
introduced by Welfare were 
key to its downfall. 

Some party supporters at 
the rally expressed doubts 
about Virtue's prospects 


given last week's capture of 
Turkey’s most wanted man, 
Kurdish guerrilla leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. 

They said his seizure by 
Turkish special forces 
could benefit left-wing 
Prime Minister Bulent Ece- 
vit at Virtue’s expense. 

‘1 see a lesser chance for 
Virtue now after Ecevit 
managed to get Ocalan to 
Turkey,” a young woman 
wearing a head scarf who 
gave her name as Asiye told 
Reuters. Turkey has hailed 
the capture of Ocalan as a 
victory in its battle to crush 
the rebel Kurdish Labour 
Party. More than 29.000 
people have been killed in 
its 14-year-old battle for 
self-rule in the southeast of 
the country. 


Lockerbie relatives attack new ultimatum 


LONDON (R) — British 
relatives of victims who 
died in the 19SS Lockerbie 
airliner bombing attacked 
on Saturday the British and 
U.S. decision to give Libya 
30 days to handover the 
two main suspects. 

Jim Swire, spokesman for 
some of the 270 people 
who died when the Pan Am 
airliner blew up over the 
Scottish town, accused 
Washington in particular of 
trying to wreck diplomatic 
efforts to bring the two men 
to trial. 

“To issue this sort of ulti- 
matum is to sabotage 
attempts at diplomacy 
which are on the brink of 
bearing fruit,” he told Sky 
Television. 

The U.S. and Britain told 
Libya on Friday it had a 
month to hand over the pair, 
but neither country said 
what would happen if 


Tripoli refused. 

In August the two allies 
stopped insisting the 
Libyan suspects stand trial 
in either of their countries 
and proposed a trial before 
a Scottish court in the 
Netherlands. 

Libya agreed in theory, 
but demanded clarification 
on a large number of points. 
Britain and Washington say 
the time for explanations 
now is over. 

But Swire accused the 
U.S. of trying to isolate 
Libya and said the new ulti- 
matum showed Washington 
had no interest in a Nether- 
lands trial. 

“I think it’s counterpro- 
ductive. The American 
position since the offer of a 
neutral country trial seems 
to have been to make these 
provocative interventions 
just when diplomacy seems 
to be making progress," he 


told BBC radio. 

“[ think it’s high 
international politics and I 
regret very much that our 
campaign for truth and jus- 
tice has become embroiled 
in it I think it's a great 
tragedy,” he said. 

But he said be was still 
hopeful Libya would sur- 
render the two men — said 
to be intelligence agents. 

“I believe Libya couldn’t 
possibly hand them over 
just at the moment because 
it would appear to be cav- 
ing in to American bullying 
tactics." he said. 

“Once that settles down a 
bit, I think all her major 
problems have been honest- 
ly resolved and that it's in 
her interests as well as 
ours... that the two be hand- 
ed over. So yes, I think it's 
very likely.” 

The Security Council on 
Friday completed its four- 


month review of UJ4. sanc- 
tions against Libya without 
discussing or making any 
changes. 

Libya wants the measures 
lifted rather than suspended 
in exchange for any surren- 
der of the suspects. 

Envoys say the U.S. is 
proposing is to impound 
some oil revenues. These 
are not currently touched 
under the sanctions which 
prohibit the sale of oil- 
related equipment for 
refineries and for transport- 
ing oil. 

Jeremy Greenstock, 
Britain's ambassador to the 
U.S., hinted the U.S. idea 
might become a reality. 

“I think the most impor- 
tant thing for Libya is to geL 
out from under sanctions. 
That is the real pressure for 
Libya,” he toJd££C JRaflo.. . 
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Greek role 
with Ocalan 


SCREAMING FOR HELP: A Palestinian man screams for help after his 
friend was wounded by Israeli soldiers on Saturday. About 100 Israeli and 


Palestinian peace activists toured the sites of expanding settlements in the 
Bethlehem region on Saturday trying to plant olive trees 
by Israeli soldiers (Reuters photo) 


but were stopped 


‘unforgivable’ 


Turkish human rights organisation under siege 


By Hannonie Toros 

The Associated Press 


ANKARA — Seven bullet 
holes splinter the wooden 
door to the office of 
Turkey’s leading human 
rights activist, a blunt 
reminder of the dangers of 
exposing violations in this 
country. 

Akin Birdal, wounded in 
the May attack, now lives 
with 24-hour police protec- 
tion — an ironic develop- 
ment given that the man 
who allegedly ordered the 
shooting has been linked to 
state death squads. In a 
nation where the defence of 
human rights is often asso- 
ciated with terrorism and 
subversion, the patriotic 


fervour that has followed 
the capture of Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan has 
only made life more dan- 
gerous for activists. 

Anonymous callers tele- 
phoned Birdal's indepen- 
dent human rights associa- 
tion to call the workers 
there “nation haters" and 
'■terrorist supporters” after 
two members volunteered 
to defend Ocalan. One 
member of Ocalan’s legal 
team has already resigned 
citing death threats to him- 
self and his family. 

But the threats and the 
assassination attempt 
against Birdal haven't 
stopped human rights 
activists from denouncing 
what they say are systemat- 


ic abuses of human rights in 
Turkey. 

“If they don't cut my 
tongue, I will not stop talk- 
ing ” said Birdal, who was 
shot six times. The govern- 
ment says that Birdal’s 
assailants, who were cap- 
tured. worked for a man 
who was once part of a 
state-run death squad. 

There is much to talk 
about. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment, in a report issued Fri- 
day. said that torture is 
widespread in Turkey. In 
January alone, security 
forces carried out at least 10 
“extrajudicial executions” 
or tortured prisoners to 
death. Birdal’s human 
rights group says. There 


were another 100 cases of 
torture that were reported, 
according to the group. 

Most of the reported vio- 
lations, including the forced 
evacuation of three villages 
last month, occurred in the 
Kurdish-dominated south- 
east or were related to 
Turkey’s war against Kur- 
dish guerrillas. Treatment 
centres for torture victims 
say that electric shock, 
rape, and hanging by the 
arms are among the meth- 
ods used by Turkish securi- 
ty forces. In one case cited 
in the State Department 
report, 2 1 /2-year-old Azat 
Tokmak. “was burned with 
cigarettes and lacked in an 
effort to make the mother 
confess." 


Police had suspected that 
the boy's mother was a 
member of the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). Turkish authorities 
have admitted that viola- 
tions occur, but insist that 
they are not systematic. 
They say that those suspect- 
ed of abuse are brought to 
justice. 

Turkey's poor human 
rights record has been a 
major stumbling block in 
Turkey’s push to join the 
EU and the government is 
extremely sensitive to for- 
eign criticisms of its securi- 
ty forces. And progress has 
been made. 

Several policemen were 
tried last year on charges of 
abusing detainees during 


interrogation. But most 
were acquitted or given 
light sentences. The gov- 
ernment last year drew up 
detailed detention regula- 
tions and began special 
training in interrogation for 
law enforcement personnel. 
Torture is not the only 
human rights violation that 
is widely cited by 
international and Turkish 
human rights groups. 

Freedom of speech is lim- 
ited. they say. 

In Turkey it is illegal for 
the country’s approximate- 
ly 12 million Kurds to 
broadcast or teach in Kur- 
dish. Birdal is due to begin 
a one-year prison term in 
May for allegedly inciting 
racial hatred — simply by 


calling for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Kurdish prob- 
lem. 

Many groups also ques- 
tion the independence of 
Turkey's courts. 

Most violators of the 
country's draconian anti- 
terrorism law are tried in 
state security courts. The 
three-judge tribunals must 
contain one military officer. 
The European Court of 
Human Rights said the 
courts were not indepen- 
dent, given the military 
judge's presence. Turkey 
insists its courts are unbi- 
ased and independent. 

Ocalan, who faces the 
death penalty, is to be tried 
before a security court on 
charges of treason. His 
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04:44 Fajr 

06:01 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:48 Dhuhr 

15:03 ‘Asrl 

17:35 Maghreb 

18:51 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


Congregation Tel. 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ or Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College Tel. 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
EehTd. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church Tel. 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


seas calm. 


RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5536169 


MinJMax. temp. 
Amman 


Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


06/14 

11/21 

,....04/18 

.....10/22 


ERBED: 

Dr. Lutfi AI Shalabi (02)241788 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 


RJ Flight Information.. 44-5 3200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport -44-53200 

HOSPITALS 


Yesterday '5 high temperatures: 
Amman 14 Aqaba 21. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 33 percent, 
Aqaba 42 jxrcenL 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Atallah ...(05)994424 
Palestine Pharmacy.. (05)983562 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 


(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372.(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ....(021 7103(00 


The Islamic. Abdli — 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Cencre...5856856 
Luzmila .4630195 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)2014111 


EMERGENCIES 


Following are the tempreatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


Ajloun .03/10 


Jerash 

Urn Qays-.. 

— 05/16 

.05/16 

Madaba. — 

_....03/13 

Petra 

.04/14 

Dead Sea ... 

11/22 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4621366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624S53/462481J. 

St. Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TO. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 


WEATHER 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment o f Meteorology 


Skies will be partly cloudy 
w'ith a chance of .scattered 
showers in the eastern and 
southern parts of the Kingdom. 
Winds will be southeasterly to 
southwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be rainy, cloudy, 
winds northerly moderate, and 


AMMAN: 

Dr. KhaH Ramadan 5358723 

Dr. NidalAlDahleh 5827195 

Dr. SoTdTawfiq .4788285 

Dc Hanna Mansour 4750197 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

A1 Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 


Food Control Centre.... .4637 1 1 1 
Gv3DefiaKeDepartmeraJi66Ilil 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency-... 1 99 
Rescue Fate 1924621 1 11. 4637777 

Fire Brigade. — .4617101 

Blood Bank -4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Vto&Sew^Gmpfairs _489ti67 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — — 7S7 III 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls — ,.—QI32 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs .5661 101 

JordanTelevision .....4773111 

Radio Jordan ................47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority -5815615 
Electric Power Co .4636381 


Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

AkiJeh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Malemi ty. _ .46423 62 

Mai has. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani — 5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 560743 1 


17:45 

18:05 

1805 

19:25 

19:30 

19:40 

21:45 

22:55 

23:59 

05:10 


London (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

.Madrid. Geneva iRJ) 

Paris (RJ) 

Brussels (add) (RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 

Frankfurt. Brussels (RJ) 

Vienna. Aqaba '(RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

leddah (add) (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:00 .Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

05:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

°9^5 Frankfort (RJ) 

ftkSO Aqaba, Vienna (RJ; 

UriS - RomeCRJ) 

11:25 ....Tunis, Casah lanrn (RJ) 
U JO Amster dam New York (RJ) 

12:15 — .London (RJ) 

L!:15 Athens (RJ) 

20:25 -.Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 - — Jeddah (RJ) 

20 J5 New Delhi (RJ) 

20: ‘* 3 Damascus (RJ) 
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ISTANBUL fR) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Bulent Ece- 
vit on Saturday repeated an 
accusation that Greece 
sponsored terrorism, calling 
its behaviour in the case of 
Kurdish rebel chief Abdul- 
lah Ocalan “unforgivable.” 
Anatolia news agency said 
Ecevit was speaking in con- 
nection with the Greek deci- 
sion to fly to Athens three P 
Ocalan aides, who were 
stranded at the Greek 
embassy in Kenya after the 
rebel leader's capture in 
Nairobi last week. 

“This behaviour is unfor- 
givable. Greece has become 
a shelter and training centre 
for terrorists who want to 
divide Turkey. This is a 
crime against humanity.” he 
said in a statement outside 
his office in Ankara. 

Athens has already come 
under fierce attack from 
Ankara for sheltering 
Ocalan. 

Turkey is holding him on 
treason charges, carrying a 
possible death penalty, for ^ 

his role in the 14-year-old ^ 

fight of the Kurdish Labour- 
Party (PKK) for self-rule in 
southeast Turkey. 

More than 29,000 people 
have died in the conflict. 

On Friday evening, the 
foreign ministry attacked 
Greece for sheltering the 
three women, who it 
described as PKK militants, 
saying it amounted to con- 
tinued “support for terror- 
ism.” 

“Greece must clearly and 
immediately cut its links 
with terrorism in order to 
become a country with 
which there can be normal 
relations," foreign ministry 0 
spokesman Sermet Atacanli 
said in a statemenL 
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PKK has been battling for 
autonomy in southeast 
Turkey since 1984. 

Andras Barsony, the 
Council of Europe's Human 
Rights monitor for Turkey, 
said Ocalan's trial will be a 
test case of the progress 
made by Turkey. 

“If they don’t work with 
us and Lhey are not ready to ^ 
be much more open, they ® 
could easily face sanc- 
tions,” Barsony said. That 
could include a suspension 
of Turkey’s membership in 
the Council of Europe. 

‘Turks are at a cross- 
road,” he added. “They can 
look eastward, or they can 
look westward.” 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 2*353444 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Ai-AhH. Abdali _5664IW/6 

Italian. Al-M uhajreen 4777101/3 
Al-Bashir. -...4775111/26 


Army. Maika .4891611/15 

Queen Alia HospitaL 5 157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 


AJ Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

AJ HUona Modem Hospital 
-..(09)990990 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ai the Queen Alia 
International Airport Td. 
(44)53200 where ir should always 
be verified Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 523250. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights 
can to supplied on phone 
4875201-5 


Other Flights 

- - Istanbul |TKl 

l® 100 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

18:40 — Beirut (ME) 


21:15 ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

22i30 — Bangkok (RJ) 

23:15 Damascus (RJ) 


18:45 Kiev (6Lfj 

— - Paris ( AF) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

— Curio (MS) 

■ JJ0 London. Beirut (BAi 

-- Amsterdam i KL> 

LamoeatCY) 

- Bucharest (RO) 

0_:00 Rome lAZ) 


00:10 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 
OMO — — leddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:10 Frankfort (LH) 

15:35 Istanbul (TK) 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

19-.40 Kiev (611) 

20ri)0 .Beirut (ME) 

21:10 .Td Aviv (LY) 

21:40 -Cairo (MS) 


ARRIVALS 


ERBUh 

Princess Baana Hospital 

-....(02)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:25 . — Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 - Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJj 

09:00 Beirut (RJi 

09:50 ....Dubai. Abu Dbabi (RJi 
16:40 ..New York. Amsterdam (RJ i 
17:40 Paris iRJj 


Royal Wings |RW) Flights 
07:50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
iRW) 

10 JO Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA ) 

16:00..Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Artport) (RW| 

JfcCTd Aviv l arriving at QAIA) 


00 J5 — Amstodam (KL) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 — „ Roms (AZ) 


07:15 Beirut London (BA) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Wings (RW) flights 
08:15 Tel Aviv (arriving from 
QAIAHRW) 

08 JO Aqaba (from Marita Air- 
port) lEW) 

16JQ Tel Aviv (from Marks Air* 
portXRW) 

20J0 ..Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 
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Home News 

Government determined to remove barriers 
to investments, capital flow, says Tarawneh 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
said Saturday that the gov- 
ernment is determined to 
remove obstacles imped- 
ing capital flow to and 
investments in Jordan. 

The premier said the 
government will not allow 
procedures and formalities 
to stand in the way. 

Speaking to reporters 
following a visit to the Jor- 
dan Securities Commis- 
sion where he reviewed 
investment measures, 
Tarawneh said non-Jordan- 
ian investment in the 
Amman Financial Market 
is increasing, and the mar- 
ket is witnessing growing 
Arab investment. 

This is an indication of 
the economic stability of 
Jordan and sound invest- 
ment legislation, added 
Tarawneh. 

Answering questions 
about Jordan's relations 
with the Gulf states, the 
prime minister said ties 
between Jordan and the 
Gulf states in general, and 
Amman and Riyadh and 
the United Arab Emirates 
in particular, are very 
strong. He noted that Jor- 
dan's trade links with these 
countries are continuously 
1 progressing. 

“We are looking forward 
to witnessing joint projects 
between Jordan and the 
Arab Gulf states and also 
towards opening the Gulf 



Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh Saturday meets with officials of the Jordan Securi- 
ties Commission to discuss easing investment red tape (Petra photo) 


countries’ markets to Jor- 
danian workers.” said the 
prime minister. 

At the meeting with JSC 
Chairman Bassam Saket, 
Tarawneh expressed the 
government’s appreciation 
of the on going process of 
restructuring the system 
and work on promoting the 
capital market. 

He said the reforms are 
bound to serve the national 
economy by helping to 


attract investment and cre- 
ate the opportune invest- 
ment climate in Jordan. 

Tarawneh. who was 
accompanied by Minister 
of State for Development 
Affairs Taher Kansan, said 
the government will con- 
tinue to extend support to 
the commission's endeav- 
ours which aim to enhance 
the capital markets and 
boost local and foreign 
investment in Jordan's 


nadonal economy. 

Tarawneh urged JSC 
officials to extend and 
increase the commission’s 
interaction with Arab and 
international institutions to 
attract capital. 

Saket reviewed the 
developments in the JSC 
and the new regulations 
designed to attract invest- 
ment from the Arab and 
foreign business communi- 
ties. 


Iraq, Jordan renew 
trade accord but 
value reduced 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
and Jordan have renewed 
their trade protocol but 
reduced its value by a fifth 
due to the drop* in oil 
prices, official media in 
both states said Saturday. 

The protocol was signed 
Friday.flrBaghdadJjy Iraqi . 
Commerce ' Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
and his Jordanian counter- 
part Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani, the official INA 
news agency said. 

In Amman, Jordan Tele- 
vision said the protocol, 
vhose value is based on 
ordan’s imports of Iraqi 
>il. was worth S200 mil- 
ion. S55 million less than 
n 1998. 

The revised figure came 
»t the instigation of Jordan, 
vho wanted to take 
iccount of lower oil prices. 


sources at the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry said. 

Both states renewed their 
oil export agreement in 
January for 4.8 million 
tonnes of Iraqi crude over 
1-999, as in past years. 

Half the oil is exported 
r free, and the remainder is 
sold at below-market rates. 

The bilateral trade deal 
has been exempt from U.N. 
sanctions on Baghdad 
since the embargo was 
imposed following Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Jordan relies entirely on 
Iraq, its main trade partner, 
to meet its oil require- 
ments. 

The size of the protocol 
was previously reduced in 
1996 from S420 million to 
S255 million due to the 
accumulation of Iraqi debt 
to Jordan. 


Economic, trade team 
to head for talks in Yemen 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
large economic delegation 
led by Minister of Industry 
and Trade Mohammad 
Saleh Horani will bead for 
Yemen today for trade and 
economic talks. 

Hourani will carry a mes- 
sage from His Majesty 
King Abdullah to Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh dealing with brother- , 
ly relations and also anoth- 
er message from Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
to Yemeni Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Aryani. 

The delegation . includes 
representatives of the dif- 
ferent Jordanian economic 
sectors in addition to repre- 
sentatives of 34 industrial 
institutions as well as Jor- 
danian hospitals. 

Ministry sources said dis- 
cussions will focus on 
means of increasing the 
volume of trade between 
the two countries in imple- 


mentation of trade and eco- 
nomic agreements signed 
by the Higher Joint Jordan- 
ian- Yemeni Committee 

which convened meetings 
in Amman last November. 

Another topic for discus- 
sion is the preparation for 
the creation of a free trade 
zone and the implementa- 
tion of a technical coppera- 
...tipn . agreement . and joints 
investment projects as well 
as cooperation in the fields 
of health, higher education 
and thejudiciaiy. 

Hourani said Jordan's 
exports to Yemen in 1994 
were worth JD7.3 million 
rising to JD30.4 million in 
1997. 

He added that Jordan will 
try to activate a trade cen- 
tre which was opened in 
Sanaa in 1988 in order to 
promote Jordanian prod- 
ucts there and will organise 
a trade fair, to help achieve 
that goal. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 28, 1999 


Opposition, independents send 
‘national plan’ for reform to King 


By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — Independent political per- 
sonalities and six opposition parties 
recently sent their proposal for a 
“national plan" for constitutional and 
democratic reforms to His Majesty 
King Abdullah, opposition sources said 
on Saturday. 

The plan, which according to one 
source was sent to King Abdullah “a 
couple of days ago," calls for direct 
popular election of the prime minister 
and the establishment of a constitution- 
al court — a measure required by the 
1992 National Charter, but never imple- 
mented. 

“Governance cannot be separate from 
accountability,” said former Deputy 
Toujau Faisal, oue of the architects of 
the national plan. ‘The only way to 
hold governments accountable is to 
have direct popular elections for the 
prime ministry.” 

Signatories of the “national plan” also 
asked for the abrogation of amend- 


ments introduced in 1974 and 1976 to 
the original text of Article 73 of the 
1952 Constitution. 

These amendments gave the King 
authority to postpone general elections 
in cases of force majeure and discretion 
to hold partial elections in some con- 
stituencies only. 

“[These amendments] were intro- 
duced through unconstitutional proce- 
dures and have paralysed parliamentary 
life for decades.” Faisal told the Jordan 
Times. 

Representatives of the forces behind 
the national plan believe that the disso- 
lution of Jordan’s current 13ih Parlia- 
ment and the convening of early elec- 
tions should be “a natural consequence” 
of recent changes the Kingdom has 
undergone. 

“There have been big and rapid 
changes at the top of the state,” said oae 
leftist politician, referring to the 
appointment of now-King Abdullah as 
Crown Prince on Jan. 25, the death of 
Jordan's beloved King Hussein on 


Feb.7, and the subsequent ascension to 
the Throne of the new King, as well as 
the appointment of HRH Prince 
Hamzah as Crown Prince. 

“Early elections at this stage would 
only be natural ” be added 

Signatories of the national plan 
include around 50 independent politi- 
cians — among whom are many former 
and serving deputies — the leftist 
Hashd party, headed by Salem Nahhas, 
the leftist Haq party, led by Mohammad 
Zo'bi, the Ansar party, led by Moham- 
mad Majali. and the Jordanian Ba'ath 
Arab Socialist Party, beaded by Tayseer 
Homsi. 

Popular opposition leader Toujan 
Faisal is expected to officially launch 
Jordan's first liberal party, A1 Urnmat 
A1 Fatah, in a few weeks, while anoth- 
er signatory of the national plan, Mazen 
Ryal, is also slated to register soon his 
new group, the Jordanian Citizens’ 
Civil Rights Movement Party — 
already re-named as “Humai.” the 
Defenders. 


Bank working hours to be determined 
by judiciary, says labour ministry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
eve of the application of 
the new working hours sys- 
tem at Jordanian banks, the 
Ministry of Labour said 
Saturday that the preroga- 
tive of determining work- 
ing hours at banks lays 
with the judiciary. 

Ministry sources said the 
Labour Court previously 
ruled, in disputes between 
bank managements and 
workers, that daily working 
hours are six and that the 
total weekly working 
houise be no more than 36 
hours. 

It also ruled that any 
extension of hours is over- 
time work and requires 
extra pay. 


The sources said Article 
59 of the Labour Law of 
1996 stipulates that if work- 
ers willingly agree to work 
overtime hours, they are 
entitled to 125 per cent 
overtime payment 

Article 59 also states that 
Friday is the weekend. 

The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan earlier this month cir- 
culated to local banks an 
order to observe a two-day 
weekend starting March 1, 
1999. The banking week 
will be Sunday through 
Thursday, with Friday and 
Saturday as the designated 
holiday. 

The CBJ said working 
hours under the new 
arrangement will be from 


8:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m., with 
banks open to the public 
from 9:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., 
with a half-hour lunch 
break. The total number of 
hours will be 40 a week up 
from 36. 

The Union of Insurance 
and Bank Employees said 
they were pressing the gov- 
ernment to introduce 
changes to the decision and 
have sent a memorandum 
to Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh urging him to 
alter working hours so that 
bank employees start work 
at 8:00 a.ra. and finish by 
3:30 p.m. 

Most of the country's 
15,000 bank employees 
have expressed dissatisfac- 


tion with the new working 
rules, and the union said 
they would be demanding 
overtime payment for the 
four extra working hours 
each week. 

Furthermore, the union 
claims that women 
employees will suffer and 
might be forced to quit 
their jobs in view of the 
extended working hours 
which may disrupt family 
routines and childcare 
arrangements. 

The union said it was 
insisting on opening a dia- 
logue with the government 
and the Association of 
Banks in Jordan to reach a 
satisfactory settlement of 
this issue. 


ENDING TOUR OF 
DUTY: Minister of 

Tourism Aqel BOtaji on 
Saturday ' receives 
^Tunisian Ambassador 
Hatem Ben Ottoman 
who is ending his tour of 
duty in Jordan. The pah- 
discussed cooperation in 
the field of tourism, par- 
ticularly an ongoing 
training programme for 
Jordanians in Tunisia. 
The first group of Jor- 
danian trainees finished 
their training at the 
Tunisian Hotel Manage- 
ment Centres. Another 
group is scheduled to 
attend the programme 
in April (Petra photo) 
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Briefs 


U.S. report describes Jordan’s 1998 human rights record as ‘uneven’ 


Salem Lawzi 
honoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Saturday 
bestowing AJ Kawkab Medal of 
the Second Order upon Director 
General of the Agricultural 
Marketing Corporation Salem 
Lawzi in appreciation of his 
long experience and work with 
Lhe Ministry of Agriculture. 

Senate to take up 
draft laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper 
House of Parliament will con- 
vene Monday under the chair- 
manship of President Zeid Rifai 
and Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh as well as Cabinet 
members. During the session, 
Parliament will discuss the 
amended draft law of the Civil 
Servants’ Pension Fund for 
1998, the draft law of the Jor- 
danian Arab Academy for 1999 
and the draft law of the Univer- 
i sity of Jordan for 1999. 

House panel seeks 
to help farmers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Rural 
and Badia Committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament Sat- 
urday met to discuss problems 
facing farmers as a conse- 
quence of the season s drought. 
Committee members asked the 
government to grant the farmers 
soft loans with grace periods to 
help them cope with the 
drought. 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — In its annual human 
rights report the U.S. Department of 
State described Jordan's human rights 
record for 1998 as “uneven.” 

The Jordan Country Report on 
Human Rights Practices for 1998 
released on Friday said significant 
human rights problems in the King- 
dom remain, among them prolonged 
detention without charge, lack of due 
process of law and interference in the 
judicial process, infringement on citi- 
zens' privacy rights, harassment of 
members of political opposition par- 
ties and the press and significant 
restrictions on freedom of speech, 
press, assembly and association. 

The report, released by the depart- 
ment’s Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights and Labour, emphasised sever- 
al civil liberties' violations, placing 
violations of free speech and press at 
the top of the section dedicated to civil 
liberties. 

"The Constitution provides for free- 
dom of speech and press.” the report 
said. “However, the government 
imposes some restrictions on these 
rights.” 

The report alleges that the Press and 
Publications Law promulgated last 
September along with a new Jordan 
Press Association Law passed in July 
have imposed “stringent restraints on 
the operation of newspapers.” 

It further states that the government 
“intimidates journalists to self-censor- 
ship.” 

The report conceded that as of 
December 1998, no journalist had 
been brought to trial under the new 
law, but said that “the government 
routinely has used detention and pros- 
ecution or the threat of prosecution to 
intimidate journalists and encourage 


self-censorship.” 

This month, the government moved 
its first case against a journalist under 
the 1998 Press and Publications Law. 

Al Majd Chief Editor Fahd Riraawi 
was detained and released earlier this 
month. He is charged with publishing 
slanderous information about the 
Royal family, insulting the prime min- 
ister and members of the government 
and attacking the integrity of the secu- 
rity service. 

Al Majd was ordered closed by the 
Court of First Instance earlier this 
month for the duration of the investi- 
gation into the case. The Court of 
Appeals last week overruled the first 
instance court decision to suspend the 
paper's publication. Rimawi is now 
awaiting trial. 

The bureau cited several incidents in 
which free expression and free press 
had been hindered by government 
interference, among them, the confis- 
cation in 1997 of 500 copies of a 
report published by a press freedoms 
group on press freedoms in Jordan and 
die government’s forced closure of 13 
weeklies for failing to meet “arbitrary 
capitalisation standards” dictated in 
the 1997 temporary amendments to 
the press law. It also listed the arrests 
of four journalists, one of whom -the 
report alleges was verbally threatened 
and subjected to sleep deprivation 
while in custody. 

The report also gave considerable 
coverage to institutionalised discrimi- 
nation, particularly against women, 
who, die report said “are treated dif- 
ferently under the law, and may face 
discrimination in housing, employ- 
ment and other areas." 

Violence against women over the 
age of 15 was described by the report 
as “common,” and reported cases do 
not reflect the full extent of the prob- 


lem. the report said. 

Familial and societal pressures dis- 
courage women seeking legal reme- 
dies against abuse although women 
retain the right to file complaints in 
court against spouses for abuse, it 
said. 

The report alleges that "law enforce- 
ment treatment of men accused of 
honour crimes reflects a widespread 
unwillingness to condemn or take 
action against the problem.” 

It added that in 1998, more than 20 
such murders were reported, although 
some experts believe the actual num- 
ber of honour crimes may be four 
times as high as the number docu- 
mented. 

The report listed four cases in which 
men who committed “crimes of hon- 
our” enjoyed a reduced penalty for 
having killed a female in a fit of fury: 
a reduction in penalty not granted to 
women who kill under the same cir- 
cumstances. 

His Majesty the late King Hussein 
last year had ordered the government 
to rewrite legislation that would 
invoke heavy penalties for honour 
crimes. A special committee is now 
working on drafting a new law, 
according to government sources. 

Other instances of institutionalised 
discrimination against women were 
also reported. For example, the report 
said, “women experience legal dis- 
crimination in matters of pension and 
social security benefits, inheritance, 
divorce and the value of court testi- 
mony...The government provides men 
with more generous social security 
benefits than womcn...[and] continues 
pension payments of deceased male 
civil servants to their heirs but discon- 
tinues payments of deceased female 
civil servants.” 

The report also pointed out that Jor- 


danian women married to foreign men 
are not allowed to petition the state for 
their husbands’ or childrens’ citizen- 
ship. 

"Id practice, [this] may take years, 
and in many cases citizenship ulti- 
mately may still be denied to the hus- 
band and children,” the report said. 
“Such children become stateless and 
lack the rights of citizen children, 
such as (the right) to attend school or 
seek other government services.” 

The report said that although civil 
law grants women equal pay for equal 
work, in the practice this is often not 
the case. 

The Jordan report also elaborated on 
worker rights, highlighting the fact 
that domestic servants “do not have a 
legal forum to address their labour 
grievances and have no standing to 
sue in court for non-payment of 
wages” since they, along with agricul- 
tural labourers, are not covered by the 
1 996 Labour Law. 

The report states that “complaints of 
beatings, insufficient food, and rape 
are generally not reported to officials 
by victims” for fear of losing working 
permits and of being returned to their 
home countries. 

Two high profile incidents of ques- 
tionable treatment of foreign labour- 
ers were discussed. 

During last fall’s police round up of 
several Asian and Arab labourers, the 
report alleges that 105 Filipino work- 
ers were arrested by security forces, 
transferred to jail and refused access 
to telephones to contact their employ- 
ers. The report said that several other 
nationalities were treated in a similar 
manner although their precise num- 
bers are unknown. 

Also, the report said that authorities 
released no information about 
whether the employer of a 21 -year old 


Sri Lankan national would be charged 
with her abuse. The woman was 
admitted to AJ Bashir Hospital in mid- 
November with lesions on her body, 
including infected bums, bloody and 
blackened eyes, welts on her stomach 
and back and unusual swelling of her 
hands and feet 

Finally, the report has stated that the 
“security services continue to be 
reluctant to conduct transparent inves- 
tigations into allegations of wrongful 
deaths during police detention.” 

The report cited one case in which 
investigations into the death of a man 
held by security forces has not been 
carried out, in spite of a request to do 
so from Parliament 

The report also said that the govern- 
ment “did not allow an independent 
autopsy to be conducted to verify the 
government’s claim that 7mm instead 
of vice 9mm ammunition had been 
used” in the shooting death of 
Mohammad Khattab, who was killed 
during altercations between security 
forces and Ma’an citizens demonstrat- 
ing against U.S. action in Iraq in Feb- 
ruary 1998. 

“Reports indicaied that heavy hand- 
ed behaviours by security forces was 
partly to blame for the violence" that 
ensued during a police operation to 
arrest two Masaeed tribesmen last 
March and resulted in the death of the 
two suspects, the report said. The inci- 
dent led to a later clash in which 
“automatic gunfire was exchanged 
and three more Masaeed men were 
killed." 

Finally, the report claimed that there 
have been no developments in the 
investigation of police officers 
involved in the "alleged wrongful 
deaths” of [three men] who died in 
police custody June 1995, December 
1996 and June 1997. 
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Officials take steps to secure 
Nigeria’s presidential election 


LAGOS. Nigeria (AP) — 
Fifteen years" after their last 
civilian leader was ousted in 
a military coup. Nigerians 
began the long-awaited 
process of electing a new 
president in the country's 
latest transition from mili- 
tary rule. 

At outdoor polling sta- 
tions in the commercial cap- 
ita) of Lagos, voters began 
lining up around S a.m. 
(0700 GMT) for accredita- 
tion, while on some street 
comers, groups of exuber- 
ant young men shared bot- 
tles of palm wine, singing 
and chanting parry slogans. 

Voting began at 1 1 :30 a.m. 
(1030 GMT) and was 
expected to continue until 
2:30 p.m. (1330 GMT). 
Early results could be 
released by late Saturday, 
and a winner was expected 
to be declared sometime 
Sunday. 

There were no reports of 
violence Saturday morning, 
and police and soldiers 
patrolled the city streets to 
prevent anti-govemmenl 
fringe groups from carrying 
out threats to disrupt the 
ballot. 

The election pits retired 5 
Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo 
against former Finance 
Minister 01 u Falae. Both 
were political prisoners 
under the late military ruler 
Gen. Sani Abacba, whose 
sudden death last June set 
off the transition to civilian 
rule. 

.Nigeria, an ethnically 
divided country with large 
oil' reserves but extreme 
poverty, has been plundered 
of its riches' by successive 
military bosses. Its last 
experiment with democracy. • 
the 1993 presidential elec- 
tions, was cancelled by the 
military. 

This time, Nigerian: citi- 
zens and Abacha’s replace- 
ment, Gen. Abdulsalam 
Abubakar, say they are 
determined to return to 
civilian rule. 

Abubakar decided uot to 
vote after a journalist point- 
ed out that he had arrived at 
an Abuja polling station a 
few minutes late for accred- 
itation. which ended at 11 
a.m. (1000 GMT). 

Abubakar repeated his 
vow to resign and hand over 



Nigerians living in the southwest Yoraba region of the country cast their votes in the 
February 27 presidential elections. Nigeria, which has been ruled by military leaders 
for all but 10 years since it’s independence in 1900, held elections nationwide (Reuters 
photo) .... 


power to the election winner 
and said htwould sot- enter,- 
politics. 

“I'm resigning from the 
army,” he said. ‘‘I’ve put in 
my best for my country, and 
I'm going home to rest.” 

Although it was not 
immediately known how 
many of the estimated 40 
million registered voters 
had turned out. visits by 
journalists and observers to 
voting stations in Lagos, the 
capital, Abuja, and the west- 
ern city of Ibadan indicated 


significantly higher partici- 
,pation than in local, state 
and legislative elections. 

Those elections had been 
marked by widespread apa- 
thy and accusations of vote- 
buying and ballot-box stuff- 
ing. 

‘Today will be better in 
every way.-' said former 
U.S. President Jimmy 

Carter during a visit to a 
polling station in Abuja. 

Carter is leading a delega- 
tion of election observers 
from bis Atlanta-based 


Carter Goitre and the 
National -v Democratic 
Institute. 

Obasanjo, the front-run- 
ner, is the only Nigerian 
military ruler to voluntarily 
hand over power to an elect- 
ed civilian. But President 
Shehu Shagari was over- 
thrown four years later in 
another militarv coup in 
Dec. 1983. 

Obasanjo has long-stand- 
ing ties to Nigeria’s power- 
ful northern elite, whose 
connections and funding 


have helped create a strong 
political machine that 
appears to have over- 
whelmed Falae. 

But his military back- 
ground has made his peo- 
ples democratic party 
unpopular among many of 
his own tribe, the Yorubas 
of south-western Nigeria, 
who have long chafed under 
army rule. 

“We don't want anybody 
from the military in the 
places of power,” said 
Hass an Maademi. a Lagos 
fashion designer lining up to 
vote. ‘We want someone 
who cares about schools and 
hospitals.” 

Falae, a Yale University- 
trained economist, respect- 
ed technocrat and former 
banker, has the support of 
the country’s other two par- 
ties, the all peoples party 
and the alliance for democ- 
racy. 

He is best known for 
backing a stringent and 
unpopular programme to 
restructure Nigeria's econo- 
my — pushed by interna- 
tional lending institutions 
but eventually abandoned 
by the military government. 

Although Falae has called 
for a peaceful transition, a 
few of his more radical 
Yoruba supporters, especial- 
ly from the militan t Odudua 
group, have openly threat- 
ened violence if their candi- 
date loses. 

Tf Obasanjo wins, we 
will riot," said Bashir 
Akinsihu. swigging palm 
wine with a group of young 
men chanting and dancing 
in the Lagos island neigh- 
bourhood of Ajele. “It's win 
or war." 

As voters in colourful 
robes and head-dresses 
• lined up at a polling, station 
in Lagos’" crowded worldng- 
, class neighbourhood of 
Ojara. a local Yoruba chief 
appealed for calm and asked 
his followers to respect the 
results of the vote, whoever 
wins. 

"We don't want any trou- 
ble," Falai Aromire said, 
lounging on a grass mat in 
the courtyard of his crum- 
bling concrete-pillared 
palace. “We leave the 
results of the elections in 
God's hands." 


Peace 

forum 

concerned 

about 

nuclear 

arms race 

in S. Asia 


KARACHI (AFP) — Last 
year’s nuclear tests by India 
and Pakistan triggered a mad 
race for weapons of mass 
destruction, a forum aimed at 
promoting peace between the 
two rivals heard Saturday. 

The Pakistan peace confer- 
ence, formed by several non- 
governmental organisations 
fNGOs) to foster a spirit of 
detente between Pakistan and 
India, opened a two-day ses- 
sion here. 

Some 400 delegates from 
Pakistan. India. Nepal. Sri 
Lanka and European coun- 
tries are participating in the 
meeting. 

‘The nuclear tests have 
only unleashed a mad arms 
race," Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan 
Chairperson I. A. Rehman 
told the gathering. 

“We must not dismiss the 
danger of a nuclear holo- 
caust," Rehman said, adding 
that “even if nuclear weapons 
are not used, their presence in 
a country causes grave harm 
to the state and the civil soci- 
ety." 

The meeting follows last 
week's landmark summit in 
Lahore between Indian and 
Pakistani premiers, Attal 
Behari Vajapyee and Nawaz 
Sharif. 

The leaders agreed to take 
steps to reduce the risk of 
nuclear conflict and to inten- 
sify efforts to resolve disputes 
■dividing the two countries. 

. Indian MP Nirmala 
}Desbpan<Je-tqld the meeting, 
that with die nuclear threat 
becoming a reality, “people 
need to be made aware of the 
dangers of nuclear weapons.” 

Deshpande said a peace 
march should be held from 
New Delhi to Lahore to gen- 
erate an atmosphere of peace 
between the neighbours. 

Conference convener B.M. 
Kutty urged a collective 
struggle by the peoples in 
South Asia against nucleari- 
sation. 


Two Albanians killed as Yugoslav 
army conducts ‘exercises’ 


LIKOVAC. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Yugoslav tanks 
punched at rebel posi- 
tions Saturday in north- 
ern Kosovo. with 
Kosovo Albanian 

sources reporting two 
dead in what Belgrade 
was calling a “winter 
exercise.” 

Sustained tank fire 
could be heard clearly in 
this Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA.) command 
centre, coming from the 
direction of the snow- 
covered Cicavica hills, 
northwest of Kosovo's 
capital. Pristina. 

KLA sources said 
Serbian forces — which 
had been clashing in the 
area for several days, 
despite an October 
cease-fire and an ongo- 
ing peace process — had 
advanced as far as 
Osljane village, where 
fighting was under way.' 

There was no immedi- 
ate independent confir- 
mation. 

The OSCE Kosovo 
Verification Mission 
(KVM) in Pristina said 
significant numbers of 
Yugoslav army troops 
were moving south on 
Saturday. 

“Twenty kilometres 
south of Belgrade, a con- 
voy of 15 armoured 
troop transports. 1 5 anti- 
aircraft guns loaded on 
trucks and 1 5 other anti- 
aircraft guns were seen 
moving ~ towards the 
south,” KVM spokes- 
woman Beatrice Lacoste 
said. 

According to the 
Kosovo Information 
Centre (KIC), two ethnic 


Albanians were killed 
and a third was injured 
in clashes between Serb 
security forces and eth- 
nic Albanians in nonh- 
em Kosovo. 

Serb forces stationed in 
the villages of Svinjare. 
near Vucitm, and Doljak, 
some 40 kilometres 
north of Pristina, have 
been “bombarding the 
villages of Osljane. Pirc. 
Pantina, Gomja and 
Donja Vaganica since 
Friday at 4:00 p.m. 
(1500 GMT)” the KIC 
said. 

The identities of the 
two ethnic Albanians 
killed were not known, 
as police had removed 
their bodies, the infor- 
mation centre said. The 
pair were from the vil- 
' iage of Donja Vaganica. 

Serb sources in Pristina 
said the two victims 
were wearing KLA uni- 
forms. The KLA is fight- 
ing for independence of 
the Serbian province. 

The KIC said residents 
of the village of Doljak 
had fled that town, and 
only four elderly people 
remained. 

On Saturday morning, 
Serb forces “bombarded 
for about 20 minutes” 
the village of Lapastica, 
a KLA stronghold in the 
northern Podujevo 
region, the KIC said. 

The KVM said the 
Yugoslav army was con- 
tinuing its “exercises" in 
northern Kosovo, where 
“several rounds” of tank 
and mortar fire were 
heard Friday evening, in 
particular near the vil- 
lage of Doljak. 


“We don't know if 
there was an exchange of 
fire. The army was per- 
haps carrying out night 
firing exercises." 

Organisation for 

Security and 

Cooperation in Europe 
spokesman Walter 

Ebenberger said. 

Meanwhile. Albanian 
President Rexhep 

Meidani on Saturday 
urged ethnic Albanians 
to “speak with one single 
voice” when peace nego- 
tiations on Kosovo 
resume in France on 
March 15, his 
spokesman Sotiraq 
Hroni said. 

He openly criticised 
KLA political represen- 
tative Adem Demaci, 
accusing him of adopting 
“a different attitude from 
the others, during and 
after the talks in 
Rambouillet.” France. 

“We hope that he 
(Demaci) will change his 
point of view and sup- 
port the joint stance on 
all the Kosovo Albanian 
issues," Hroni said. 

The spokesman said 
Meidani was playing an 
"important role” in the 
pursuit for ethnic 
Albanian unity. 

“From now on. we will 
have to search together 
for the best alternative 
for Kosovo." he said. 


‘Bosnian Serb military involved 
in weapons smuggling’ 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
NATO troops have seized 
rocket launchers and other 
weapons this week that 
were apparently smuggled 
into northern Bosnia by 
members of the Serb 
republic’s military, 

according to a statement 
released" by SFOR 
Saturday. 

An investigation carried 
out by the Stabilisation 
Force (SFOR) has turned 
up information that “impli- 
cates some VRS (Serb 
Republic Army) person- 
nel." the statement said. 

“The apparent involve- 
ment of the VRS makes 
this a very serious issue,” 
it said adding that the iden- 
tities and positions of the 
personnel involved would 
not released as the investi- 
gation was ongoing. 


SFOR will pursue the 
investigation “wherever it 
leads, seeking to expose 
criminal activity and cor- 
ruption regardless of who 
may be implicated," the 
statement added. 

The troops seized two 
civilian trucks carrying 
rocket systems, including 
three multiple rocket 
launchers and air defences 
systems, Wednesday near 
the northern town of 
Brcko. 

The investigation into 
this seizure led SFOR 
troops to uncover Friday a 
large cache of weapons in 
a private warehouse in the 
northeast Bosnian town of 
Bijeljina. 

The weapons seized in 
Bijeljina included 30 kilos 
of plastic explosives, 22 
light anti-tank weapons. 


ten mortars and 58 sub 
machine guns. 

SFOR denied speculation 
by Bosnian Serb Radio that 
the weapons may have 
been destined for Kosovo, 
where tensions between 
ethnic Albanians and 
Serbian troops are high. 

Under the Dayton peace 
agreement that ended 
Bosnia’s 1992-1995 war, 
SFOR has the authority to 
“remove army officers 
who are not maintaining 
professional standards,” 
SFOR spokesman 

Lieutenant Commander 
David Scanlon told AFP. 

But Scanlon said 
Bosnian Serb authorities 
were expected to take the 
appropriate action against 
the smugglers. 


Belgrade trying to drag Macedonia into 
Kosovo conflict — officials 


SKOPJE (AFP) — Serbs are 
shelling ethnic Albanian vil- 
lages near the Macedonian 
border in a bid to push 
refugees across it and widen 
the conflict in southern 
Yugoslavia, sources dose to 
the government said here 
Saturday. 

The state-run Macedonian 
Radio announced late Friday 
that at least 500 Albanians — 
mostly women and children 
from the Kacanik region — 
had been chased by Serb 
police and soldiers across the 
border from southern 
Kosovo. 

“The Serb objective is to 
drag Macedonia into the con- 


flict by creating a population 
of refugees here," said 
Alahjdin Demiri. a former 
mayor of Tetovo, which lies 
near the border, west of the 
capital. 

Emad Fajzulahu, an ethnic 
Albanian minister in the 
coalition centre right govern- 
ment, said recent Albanian- 
Macedonian clashes in 
Skopje were due “to Serb 
secret service manipulation, 
aimed at destabilising 
Macedonia." 

Hundreds of ethnic 
Albanians cross the border 
daily, but only 1,200 have 
claimed to be refugees, 
according to the U.N. High 


Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

The others, said to number 
in the thousands, stay for a 
short time in Macedonia, 
then return to Kosovo as soon 
as fighting there dies down. 

Albanians in Macedonia, 
who make up about one third 
of the country's population, 
generally support indepen- 
dence for Kosovo, while eth- 
nic Slavs often express sym- 
pathy for the neighbouring 
Serbs. 

But the two groups manage 
to live relatively peacefully 
side-by-side in the republic, 
which covers some 27.000 
square kilometres. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. peace envoy to visit Kabul 

IZARIIL (AFP) - United Nations special envoy for 
Ibrahimi is to visit Kabul as pan of 

Ck neacemakin® endeavours, official sources here said 
Saturday Ibnihiroi. who is currently m Pakistan will 
Live on Sunday for a day of meetings with Taleban 
authorities. The envoy last visited Afghanistan in October 
when he met with Taleban chief Mullah Mohammad 
Omar in the southern city of Kandahar m a W to Refuse 
tensions between the Islamic militia and Iran The 
Algerian diplomat on Monday held talks with Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz about torging a truce 
between the Taleban and the Afghan opposition based in 
the north. They exchanged views on the possibility 0 f 
convening a proposed meeting of six A ghan neighbours 
plus the United States and Russia in the Uzbek capital 
Tashkent at a date to be decided later, sources said. 
Besides the U.S. and Russia, the so-called “six plus two 
group also includes Pakistan. Iran. China. Uzbekjstan. 
Tajikistan ’and Turkmenistan. 

Mandela to make election date 
known next week — Mbeki 

KIMBERLEY, South Africa (AFP) — President Nelson 
Mandela will next week make known the date for South 
Africa's second democratic election. Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki said while electioneering here Saturday. 
Mbeki said Mandela was free to disclose the date follow- 
ing the conclusion Friday of a court case in which the offi- 
cial opposition challenged an electoral rule restricting the 
vote to citizens with new, bar-coded identity documents. 
SABC public radio reported. Mandela two weeks ago 
hinted that the election would take place on a day between 
May 18 and 27. but on advice from his lawyer he 
refrained from making a long-awaited public statement. 
The South African constitution prevents Mandela from 
officially proclaiming the date before the expiry of the 
mandate of the present government in early May. He is 
noL however, compelled to wait until then to make the 
date known less officially, constitutional authorities said 
this week. The election must be held before the end of 
July. 

German soldiers questioned 
in connection with fatal shot 

WARSAW (AP) — Police were questioning 10 German 
soldiers Saturday in connection with a fatal shot that 
killed a 49-year-old railworker. Polish media reported. 
The man was shot in the head Friday afternoon, at a train 
station in Koniecpol. about 200 kilometres south of 
Warsaw, around the same time a train canying German 
soldiers. was passing through the station. “There is suspi- 
cion that a coincidental shot was fired from the train,*’ 
Defence Ministry , spokesman Eugeni usz Mtieqzak, told. 
Radio ZeL : He said that the bullet went through the door 
of a small workshop, striking the railworker standing 
inside. Mleczak said police, military police and the pros- 
ecutor's office fomied two teams to investigate the inci- 
dent. One was questioning German soldiers in a nearby 
city of Lubliniec, where the train was stopped. The other 
team was working on the site. Investigators refuse any 
further details. The radio report said the bullet has been 
found, but so far there was no proof that the shot was fired 
from the train. A German defence ministry spokesman in 
Bonn said that Polish police and prosecutors were inves- 
tigating whether soldiers accompanying an equipment 
transport were involved in the shooting. The soldiers were 
assigned to a train carrying tanks and tracks back to 
Germany from a joint Polish-German military manoeuvre 
in Nowa Deba. Investigators are questioning the soldiers 
and checking their weapons, the spokesman said. 


Crisis pushes up number of divorces 
in Central Java district 

JAKARTA (AFP) — The number of divorces has risen 
ten-fold in one district of Central Java because of 
Indonesia’s economic crisis, a report said Saturday. The 
chief of the religious court in Tegal. H. Bisri, was quoted 
by the Jakarta Post as saying the number of divorce cases 
registered at his office had soared from 30 a month before 
the crisis to 300 now. “We are sure this development is 
caused by the crisis because 90 percent of the cases were 
lodged by wives complaining about absent or unemployed 
husbands. Bisri said. He said that in most cases, the hus- 
band left the wife to seek work elsewhere but failed to 
return after a long period or say where he was. The crisis 
has brought the economy to a near halt, forcing millions 
into unemployment ond.poverty. 

‘German foreign minister to marry in April’ 

BONN (AFPl — German Foreign Minister Joschka 
5 ?' u IO ,T ! iirry g,rlfriend Nicola Leskc. 29, in 
.'- v ^ h pnL lhe weekJ y Fix' us magazine due out Monday 
said. The marriage will be the fourth for the chief of the 
Greens Party, which is the Social Democrat s ruling coali- 

Gerhard Schroeder and Finance Minister Oskar 
Lafontaine among his wedding guests. Focused. 

Sydney gay parade attracts over 
half-million Australians 

Austratafs aay’comniu^itv an'^'t parade celebraD ' DS 
Hon people' to the streek of Svf m ° re ^ haIf amU ' 
city’s 21st Annual Cav and lLsb^M°"i' S r? hI '^ y ' ^ 
a steady stream of mostly ™ G f. feat ® 
pants dancing and swervinoT" ' thl ™ d ! y cra h 
songs through ** ° f ** 

past years, many of the oarJl‘ , gay ^ uaner - As 
lies and stood on plastic br ° Ught ***“ 

point as the floats made their\, i { ° gam a vantaj 
Monica Lewinsky ^ 3 2 ’ 5 P* 

group of 48 Shirley Basse v i m L * ever y where 
dresses performed a “hey Wa E*T a P ri g ° Id evenil 
al event which last year ^" d ^ ir r0ut,ne - Th e ann 
anally finishes with night-lon^dl^f^ 





World News 


Jordan limes, Sunday, February 28, 1999 


5 





«*! 


* 


\ . 


K X 
t: f 




% W*4>*. «/ c , ~ ' 


*P*r% i-i‘ . - ••- 

S*n •-» - 


*•* " 
i-#k • 


A,; ■■ 


• • 4 


0 



# 




U.S. critical of China, 
Serbia, Taleban on rights 


WASHINGTON (R) _ 
Human rights in China and 
Serbia deteriorated sharply 
in 1998, the United States 
said on Friday in its annual 
human rights report 

The report, covering 194 
countries, included blister- 
ing attacks on the Taleban 
Muslim faction that rules- 
most of Afghanistan for its 
treatment of women and on 
NATO ally Turkey for tor- 
ture, harassment of the press 
and intolerance towards the 
Kurdish minority. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State Henry Koh. who han- 
dles human rights issues, 
said there was a disturbing 
trend that “in too many 
countries, leaders speak of 
democracy, yet rig elec- 
tions, suppress dissent and 
shackle the press.” 

In testimony before 
Congress, he also expressed 
concern about “widespread 
abuse of civilians trapped in 
conflict, particularly in 
countries facing ...civil 
war.” 

The annual U.S. reports 
often provoke an angry 
reaction from targeted 
countries, which accuse the 
sole superpower of lectur- 
ing the world to adopt its 
own standards and of 
hypocrisy, with critics 
pointing to U.S. use of the 
death penalty and reports of 
police brutality. 

The report did not incude 
a section on rights obser- 
vance in the U uni ted States. 
But Koh defended it as an 
honest effort in truth-telling 
based on “common neutral 
standards.” 

He acknowledged the 
U.S. death penalty is con- 
troversial but said such a 
punishment is permitted 
under international law if 
meted out in accord with 
rigorous protections. 

On China, the 1998 report 
was more robust than last 
year’s version, which eased 
U.S. criticism of Beijing. 

It said Beijing’s human 
rights record “deteriorated 
sharply ... with a crackdown 
against organised political 
opposition.” 

China was cited for “sharp 


limits of freedom of expres- 
sion and association” in 
detaining dozens of political 
activists who tried to regis- 
ter a political party and in 
“harsh sentences in closed 
trials" given to three leaders 
that “flagrantly violated due 
process.” 

Representative Chris 
Smith, a New Jersey 
Republican who chairs a 
House of Representatives 
subcommittee on human 
rights, said the report soft- 
ened its criticism of Beijing 
with its inclusion of “irrele- 
vant and gratuitous” com- 
ments on the progress of 
China's economy and 
improved living standards. 

The conclusions highlight 
an upsurge in serious prob- 
lems the Clinton adminis- 
tration is having with China 
and were made public just 
as Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright was to 
leave for Beijing for impor- 
tant talks with Chinese offi- 
cials. 

Issued SO years after the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights proclaimed 
all humans are “free and 
equal in dignity and rights,” 
the 5,000-page report said 
the world “still has a long 
way to go” to fulfil the dec- 
laration's promises.” 
Human rights in Serbia, 
Yugoslavia's dominant 
republic, also “deteriorated 
sharply in 1998," the report 
said. 

It accused the regime of 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic of 
using the military, police, 
judiciary and state-con- 
trolled media to strangle 
dissent and promote a brutal 
crackdown on civilians and 
separatist insurgents in 
Kosovo. 

By year's end, the vio- 
lence in Kosovo left about 
2,000 mostly unarmed eth- 
nic Albanian civilians dead, 
displaced about 180,000 
people and “triggered the 
worst regional and political 
military crisis in Europe” 
since the Bosnia war, it said. 

The State Department, 
underscoring an increasing 
focus on women’s rights. 


said Afghanistan “repre- 
sented perhaps the most 
severe abuse of women's 
h uman rights in the world.” 
It faulted the Islamist fac- 
tion known as the Taleban 
for publicly beating women 
who failed to wear the all- 
enveloping “burqua” head 
and body covering and for 
not being accompanied by a 
close male relative. 

It accused the Taleban of 
“devastating disregard for 
the physical and psycholog- 
ical health of women and 
girls,” including drastically 
limiting access to medical 
services. 

Barred from working out- 
side the home, many 
women had to beg on the 
streets to feed their children 
when they became the sole 
breadwinner during their 
country’s civil war, the 
report said. 

The Taleban was also 
faulted for massacring hun- 
dreds of people when their 
forces captured Mazar-i- 
Sharif last year. 

On Turkey, the report 
cited “a general recognition, 
including by the govern- 
ment, that the country’s 
human rights performance 
is inadequate and needs to 
be brought in line." 
Indicting police and securi- 
ty forces, it said jail beating 
deaths and disappearances 
continued and torture, wide- 
spread. 

Some U.S. human rights 
groups questioned whether 
the report shielded U.S. 
allies from some criticism 
that was readily aimed at 
other countries. 

Many traditional targets 
come in for repeated criti- 
cism of overall human 
rights, including Burma, 
Iraq, Iran, Syria and Libya. 
North Korea, despite eco- 
nomic disaster, continued 
brutally repressive mea- 
sures to Silence dissent’ "it Ll 
said ’ . 

The firpbrt ‘sale! Cuba' iion- ' 
turned to exercise control 
over all aspects of Cuban 
life and “suppress ruthlessly 
all forms of political dis- 
sent" 


Yeltsin back in 


hospital with ulcer 


By Peter Graff 

Reuters 


MOSCOW — Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin was back in hospital on 
Saturday receiving new treatment for a 
stomach ulcer, the latest in a series of 
ailments that have all but sidelined 
him for several months. 

Yeltsin suffered the new health set- 
back even as he has been trying to 
stage a comeback, increasing his pub- 
lic appearances and making a deter- 
mined effort to show he is still in 


charge. 

Presidential Press Secretary Dmitry 
Yakushkin said Yeltsin was confined 
to Moscow’s elite Central Clinical 
Hospital after doctors decided during 
an examination on Saturday morning 
that further treatment was needed. 

“He should spend at least the next 
few days there," Yakushkin told 
Reuters. 'He added: “He is undergoing 


Ement. He feels okay." 
spokeswoman for Prime Minister 
geny Primakov said the premier 
gone ahead with plans to leave 
icow for a 1 0-day holiday on the 
:k Sea, his first vacation since tak- 
office in September. 

Jcushkin had said earlier this week 
Yeltsin had completed his rehabil- 
on from the ulcer, for which he 
treated with drugs in hospital for 
1y two weeks in January, 
ic ulcer was the latest in a series of 
plaints, including bronchitis, 
mstion and pneumonia, which 
» kept the president out of public 
y for much of the past five months. 
> had quintuple heart bypass 
erv in November 1996. Since 
iakov took office, the premier has 
■seen most of Russia s day-to-day 
irs. standing in for Yeltsin on high 
He foreign trips to Europe and 
l while the president has been side- 
i by illness. . , , 

it Yeltsin. 68. has jealously guard- 
he wide powers granted to turn by 
199^ constitution and bristled at 
•estions his authority is waning 
e Kremlin has said that he is still 


in control of the country’s nuclear 
arsenal. Yakushkin said Yeltsin spoke 
by telephone to Primakov from his 
hospital room on Saturday afternoon 
and told the premier, his constitutional 
understudy, that it was alright for him 
to leave Moscow and take his holiday. 

Yakushkin said they also discussed 
Primakov’s meeting on Saturday 
morning with a visiting delegation 
from the World Bank, as well as other 
official matters. He gave no details. 

In recent weeks Yeltsin has tried to 
increase his profile, visiting his 
Kremlin office more frequently and 
making efforts to greet foreign visitors 
in Moscow. He also defied doctors' 
orders by going to Jordan for the 
funeral of King Hussein. 

This week, in a joint television 
appearance with Primakov, Yeltsin 
vowed to stay on as president until his 
term ends in mid-2000, and said 
Primakov, who is a year older than his 
boss, had promised to remain as pre- 
mier. 

Both men said they were angered by 
suggestions that Primakov wanted 
Yeltsin’s job. 

Yeltsin appeared in public on 
Tuesday to lay flowers at Russia’s 
memorial to the unknown soldier, the 
first time he had been seen out in the 
open in months. On Thursday he met 
visiting Chinese Prime Minister Abu 
Rongji in the Kremlin and on Friday 
he headed a summit in Moscow with 
presidents of four other former Soviet 
republics. 


Albright faces rough ride in China 


By Jonathan Wright 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is in for 
a rough ride in C hina next 
week amid a series of dis- 
putes over issues from 
human rights to satellite 
exports and Balkan peace- 
keeping. 

When Albright lands in 
Beijing on Sunday evening, 
starting a two-day visit to 
China and a six-day tour of 
Asia, much of the goodwill 
from President Bill 
Clinton's visit to Chin a last 
year will have dissipated, 
the victim of the hard reali- 
ty that much divides and lit- 
tle unites these two big 
nations. 

This last week saw a sud- 
den spate of tiffs, none of 
them directly related to 
Albright's visit but each of 
them adding to the sense 
that China and the United 
States can never agree. 

First, the Clinton adminis- 
tration vetoed the sale of 
$450 million worth of 
telecommunications satel- 
lites to China, saying the 
Chinese military was part of 
the buying consortium. 

China lashed out at the 
decision on Thursday and 
also denounced the idea of a 
proposed U.S. missile 
defence system to protect 
Taiwan, Japan and South 
Korea. 


Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue 
voiced “strong resentment" 
at the satellite veto and said 
the U.S. ..security concerns 
cited for stopping the sale 
were groundless. 

“(It) will have a negative 
effect on normal China-U.S. 
economic and trade 
exchanges and coopera- 
tion,” she added. 

Then C hina vetoed on 
Thursday an extension for 
the U.N. peacekeeping 
force in Macedonia, putting 
a spoke in Washington’s 
Balkan policy at a sensitive 
time in negotiations on the 
future of neighbouring 
Kosovo. 

The United States said it 
regretted the Chinese deci- 
sion, which was in retalia- 
tion for Macedonian recog- 
nition of Taiwan. 

The veto undermines an 
operation Washington sees 
as a valuable contribution to 
stability in south-eastern 
Europe. 

Human rights, a perennial 
irritant in Sino- American 
relations, hit the headlines 
on Friday with the purely 
coincidental release of the 
State Department's annual 
report 

It said China’s record 
deteriorated sharply in 
1998, with severe limits on 
freedom of expression and 
association, the detention of 
dozens of political activists 


who tried to register a polit- 
ical party and harsh sen- 
tences in closed trials for 
three pro-democracy lead- 
ers. ■ ■ 

The Western press has 
added fuel to the flames, 
despite the Clinton adminis- 
tration's attempts to put a 
damper on the fire. 

Newspapers have made 
much of a Pentagon report 
on China deploying hun- 
dreds of missiles on the 
coast facing Taiwan but the 
U.S. administration said this 
was no sudden develop- 
ment. 

The London-based 
Financial Times said on 
Friday that China had made 
a veiled threat to transfer 
missile technology to third 
countries if Washington 
ever provides a missile 
defence shield to Taiwan 
and China’s other neigh- 
bours. 

A senior Chinese official, 
who declined to be identi- 
fied, was quoted as saying 
that installation of such a 
system would violate the 
Missile Technology Control 
Regime (MTCR), which 
aims to curb the spread of 
sensitive missile technolo- 
gy- 

“Since the U.S. can lead 
the way in breaking this 
(MTCR) regime, other 
countries have an absolute 
right not to follow the rules 
of this regime and undertake 


cooperation on missiles and 
missile technology with 
third countries.” he said. 

Chinese cooperation on 
missile transfers has been 
one of the relatively few 
successes the Clinton 
administration has to show 
from its policy of strategic 
dialogue with China. 

Albright, addressing 
members of Congress scep- 
tical of he China policy this 
week, brought it up along 
with China's cooperation on 
nuclear and chemical 
weapons treaties, its support 
for Korean peace talks and 
its “responsible role” in 
dec linin g to devalue during 
the Asian financial crisis. 

That does not convince 
some members of Congress, 
but U.S. officials say these 
disputes alone do not justify 
any reconsideration of the 
approach to China. 

Assistant Secretary of 
State Stanley Roth, who is 
travelling with Albright, 
said this month that dia- 
logue should be more pro- 
ductive than the sterile 
shouting matches of the 
past 

He added: “many experts 
consider China the greatest 
foreign policy challenge 
facing the U.S. today, and 
with good reason. 

China ’s remarkable eco- 
nomic achievements, 
increasing diplomatic 
prominence and growing 


military strength over the 
course of the past decade 
have made the utility of 
constructing a cooperative 
relationship with China all 
the more pressing." 

A senior State Department 
official last week tried to 
play down the probable 
impact of the latest disputes, 
an attitude echoed in 
Beijing by Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Zhang. 

The U.S. official said that 
the satellite veto was “not a 
major issue” because it did 
not mean a change in U.S. 
policy and that Friday's 
human rights report would 
have no impact on 
Albright's visit because the 
Chinese had known it was 
coming. 

“There is still good 
momentum for the improve- 
ment and development of 
relations, and that is why we 
attach importance to the 
visit by Secretary of State 
Albright," said Zhang. 

Other perennials — Tibet, 
the massive imbalance of 
trade and Chinese member- 
ship of the World Trade 
Organisation — will also be 
on the agenda for Albright, 
who is helping prepare for 
Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongji's visit to Washington 
in April. 



A monk kneels down In front of the avalanche victims’ coffins as they are lined up inside Innsbruck’s Wilten basi- 
lika. A memorial service will take place today for the 38 people killed when two massive avalanches hit the ski 
resorts of Galtuer and Valzur in Tyrol’s Paznaun valley earlier this week (Reuters photo) 


Avalanche 
victims 
flown out 
of death 
valley 

' 'By Kakxnka Mei#' i: 1 

Age^qe prance Presse . ' 

GALTUER, Austria — 
The bodies of 38 
avalanche victims were 
Saturday flown out of the 
Austrian valley where the 
tragedy struck, ahead of a 
service in their memory. 

The memorial service is 
planned for Sunday in the 
Tyrolean capital 

Innsbruck after the body 
of the last victim — a girl 
aged between 12 and 16 
whose parents died in the 
snowslide — was found 
Saturday. 

Officials had vowed not 
to hold the service until 
they had found all the vic- 
tims among the ruins of 
houses devastated by a 
massive snowslide in 
Galtuer last Tuesday, 
army spokesman Thomas 
Schoenherr told AFP. 

A total of 38 people died 
in the snowslides in 
Galtuer followed barely 
24 hours later by one in 
neighbouring Valzur, the 
worst avalanche tragedy 
in Austria for over four 
decades. 

Rescuers worked day 
and night to find the vic- 
tims. Twenty-two were 
German, eight Austrian, 
six Dutch and two Danish, 
unofficial reports said. 

After the last of the vic- 
tims was flown out of the 
valley the first group of 
reporters arrived in the 
village by helicoprer. An 
earlier attempt to reach it 
by bus was Thwarted by a 


fresh avalanche. 

Tyrolean Governor 
Wendelin Weingartner had 
forbidden any press visits 
until all the bodies had 
been recovered. 

The coffins were to be 
taken to a memorial ser- 
vice at the Wilten Church 
in Innsbruck, with the 
bodies of the eight 
Austrians returned to 
Galtuer for burial. 

Meanwhile, the road 
into the Paznaun Valley, 
blocked off for over a 
week by snow, was par- 
tially opened, and access 
to Galtuer and Valzur 
where the snowslides hit 
was due to be open later 
Saturday, officials said. 

The sombre task of 
evacuating the bodies 
came after a three-day 
airlift operation which 
flew out some 10,000 


tourists from the entire 
valley, blocked by fierce 
snowstorms since before 
last weekend. On 
Saturday officials opened 
the road into the valley as 
far as tbe resort of Ischgl, 
about two-thirds of the 
way to Galtuer, according 
to the APA news agency. 

They warned, however, 
that it might be closed 
again later in the day as 
continuing warm weather 
was melting snow on the 
surrounding mountain- 
sides, increasing the risk 
of fresh avalanches. 

Helicopters were still on 
standby, though nine U.S. 
Blackbawks and six 
German aircraft which 
aided the evacuation were 
due to return to base 
Saturday. 

Condolences have 
poured in from world 


leaders including 

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and German 
Chancellor Gexhard 
Schroeder in the wake of 
the Tyrolean tragedy. 

The’ rescue operation has 
been clouded by accusa- 
tions that authorities 
ignored warnings just 
days ahead of the deadly 
snowslides. 

Officials strenously 
deny this. 

“Everyone can be clever 
in retrospect. But nobody 
expected this kind of 
once-a-century event,” 
said Tyrol Governor 
Wendelin Weingartner, 
after a Tyrolean TV 
weatherman advised 
authorities last week to 
evacuate people. 

“I warned about the cat- 
astrophic situation,” 


Erhard Berger was quoted 
by the daily Kurier as say- 
ing. “On Friday evening’ I 
was at a crisis meeting of 
the provincial governor 
and also made the warning 
there," he added. 

The Austrian double 
avalanche tragedy was the 
centre of one of tbe most 
deadly weeks in Europe’s 
Alpine region for decades, 
including deaths in France 
and Switzerland where 
thousands of tourists were 
also stranded. 

Despite the danger, the 
Tyroleans of the Galtuer 
region said they would not 
leave their homes. 
Michael Holding. 62, a 
pensioner who has lived 
his whole life in the area, 
said: “We grew up with 
danger of avalanches. It's 
the daily life of mountain 
people.” 


War Crimes Tribunal may start operating in 3 to 5 years 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The world’s first permanent War Crimes 
Tribunal will probably start operating in three to five years — and roost 
countries want the United States on board, the key organiser said Friday. 

Over U.S. objections, 120 countries approved the treaiy establishing the 
International Criminal Court last July. It has since been signed by 76 
nations, most recently Haiti, and ratified by one: Senegal. 

The court, which will prosecute individuals for genocide, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, and aggression, will go into effect when 60 countries 
have ratified it. 

“I would assess entry into force between say three and five years," said 
Philippe Kirsch, who chairs the preparatory commission for the tribunal 
that ended two weeks of meetings at the United Nations Friday. 

The United States voted against the treaty because American officials felt 
it yielded too much prosecutorial power to the new court, leaving U.S. 
troops and citizens vulnerable to politically motivated prosecutions. 

But U.S. officials participated in the preparatory meeting, offering pro- 
posals on the two priority issues discussed: developing rules of procedure 
and evidence for the court and determining the elements that constitute the 


crimes to be prosecuted 

Some human rights groups accused the United States of trying to weak- 
en the court’s clout — or possibly destroy it 

But Kirsch called their conclusion "premature ” “The atmosphere is very 
good” he said “After two weeks, all indications are all parties involved in 
those discussions are trying to make progress and to reach a general agree- 
ment — but it is very slow.” Kirsch said he intends to appoint an individ- 
ual to take charge of exploring with all delegations over the next few 
months the U.S. objections to the treaiy. 

“My sense is that most countries consider that a court with United States 
support would obviously be stronger,” he said 

“I think the general intention is to talk to the United States to see whether 
and how the U.S. concerns could be accommodated” The United States is 
a permanent member of the Security Council, which can trigger jurisdic- 
tion of the court 

The preparatory commission, which must finish its work by June 30, 
2000, must also tackle the unfinished business of the Rome conference and 
define the crime of aggression. 
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Playing their 
cards right 

BAGHDAD’S OFFER to hold an uncondi- 
tional dialogue with Riyadh and Knwait to 
settle their long-standing disputes stemming 
from Iraq’s invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait In 1990 shouid be taken up by Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait in order to examine the 
extent of the sincerity of the Iraqi regime in 
seeking a new era of inter- Arab ties. It is 
unfortunate that the Iraqi government did 
not use last month's Arab foreign ministers' 
meeting In Cairo to promote bona fide con- 
tacts with all Arab capitals especially 
Riyadh and Kuwait. Instead of seeking a 
modus vivendi with the Arab World, Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Moh amm ad A1 Sahhaf, 
used the Cairo meeting to blast several Arab 
governments and their heads of state. Now 
under renewed pressure from Washington 
and London and fearing an armed offensive 
by U.S. and British armies, Baghdad is 
knocking at the doors of several Arab capi- 
tals soliciting support. 

Iraq has always been able to gain Arab and 
non-Arab support over its concern that cer- 
tain major capitals may be aiming to divide 
the Arab country. No Arab country, no mat- 
ter to what extent at loggerheads it may be 
with the Iraqi regime, would tolerate Iraq's 
division. The Iraqi authorities would be bet- 
ter advised to promote an Arab and interna- 
tional consensus against an invasion of Iraq 
or the division of the country as priority 
issues. Ankara has already voiced deep anx- 
iety over a possible intervention in Iraq and 
warned that such an aggression would lead 
to a Vietnam-like situation. Turkey has also 
opposed the establishment of a Kurdish 
state in northern Iraq for fear that such a 
step would inevitably lead to the creation of 
a Kurdish entity in its eastern region. 

His Majesty King Abdullah has warned in 
a recent interview that Jordan will never 
allow itself to serve as a springboard for an 
intervention in Iraq or anywhere else in the 
Middle East. Baghdad would do itself a 
great deal of good, therefore, by concentrat- 
ing for the time being on these common 
denominators before setting off on other 
policy objectives no matter how legitimate 
they may be. Improving relations with the 
Arab Gulf states, especially Riyadh and 
Kuwait, would go a long way to frustrate all 
foreign designs on Iraq's territorial integri- 
ty. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek commented on the two-day holi- 
day, saying the “luxurious" weekend will negatively 
affect the national economy and public interest at a time 
where there has been excessive talk of “well-calculated" 
decisions, increasing productivity and combating demon- 
strative incompetence. Fanek said the private and public 
sectors will be the first to suffer since they will have to 
work extra hours to compensaaoe for the holiday. Most of 
the women, who form one-third of the banking personnel, 
are married and will not be able to work until 5 p.m. 
Fanek added that the only beneficiaries are probably the 
ministers who spend one day in Parliament and another in 
the Senate. They want to approve the holiday and thus, 
three regular working days remain, one-thinj of them 
goes to other holidays, in addition to travelling for mis- 
sions abroad. Fanek criticised. The national economy's 
annual losses are estimated at JD500 million if working 
hours are not compensated for. against a claimed JD16 
million savings, according to the writer, who said he 
thought that the government was studying means to 
increase production by cancelling a number of holidays. 
Fanek said he was shocked by the decision. 

Al Dustour s Mazen Saket commented on the Jordanian 
Chamber of Industry's participation in opening new mar- 
kets for the local expons. Saket praised the chamber's 
efforts to strengthen and preserve economic relations 
between Jordan, the Palestinian National Authority and 
Iraq. However, the writer said, it is important that the 
chamber intesily its efforts to take effective measures to 
open the Arab and foreign markets to Jordanian goods. 
Perhaps the markets of Algeria. Libya, Saudi Arabia, Gulf 
states and Western European countries could be places 
where local production and industry can be successful. 
Saket suggested. In this regard, the government should be 
transparent and involve Jordanian industrial representa- 
tives in its delegations to the outside world, said SakeL 


Private sector corruption deserves attention 


WE ASSUME that fighting all 
kinds of corruption is or should be 
high on the agenda of Jordan's new 
era. Jordan deserves a clean atmos- 
phere and a good reputation at all 
levels from top to bottom. 
Corruption in any country dimin- 
ishes legitimacy, the veiy founda- 
tion of governance, and poisons the 
investment climate, which is the 
bedrock of the economy and 
growth. 

Admittedly, Jordan does Dot have 
the image of a corrupt country, but 
no one denies the fact that corrupt 
practices exist. Corruption during 
the martial law era was mainly 
attributed to public sector officials, 
but now, in the time of relative 
democracy and openness, corrup- 
tion has become more prominent 
in the private sector and the public 
shareholding companies. 

Corruption in the public sector 
can be tackled by democracy, real 
opposition, freedom of press and 


expression, accountability and a 
clean and just judicial system. A 
degree of transparency does exist 
in our country that has significant- 
ly hindered official corruption — 
such cases can be exposed through 
elected members of Parliament, 
free press and whispering and gos- 
sip which can be d eafenin g at 
times. 

The most serious problem at this 
time is corruption in the private 
sector, which, it seems, no one 
would like to tackle, or shed tight 
on, due to the sensitivity of the sub- 
ject and the high cost of indulging 
in this thorny area. 

It is not true that exposing cor- 
ruption in the press, referring cor- 
rupt managements to court, or 
putting the corrupt behind bars, tar- 
nishes the image of the country. On 
the contrary, the opposite is true. 
Human beings are weak and sus- 
ceptible to temptation. Societies do 
not differ in this aspect of human 


nature, but they do differ widely in 
the machinery of control, account- 
ability and punishment 
Private sector corruptions comes 
in many shapes and sizes, some of 
which do not formally break the 
law. In many cases, corrupt direc- 
tors could not be prosecuted 
because they are legally covered by 
certain formalities. However, what 
counts is substance. Any benefit 
accruing to a director or manager 
other than a reasonable salary and 
a share of declared profits is cor- 
ruption: This includes bad deci- 
sions to buy or sell on behalf of the 
company for personal benefit 
Corruption in the privaie sector 
deserves the intensive care once 
lent to corruption in the public sec- 
tor. Public shareholding companies 
are the backbones of the national 
economy. If those companies are 
allowed to be transformed into 
family businesses managed by cor- 
rupt directors on behalf of absent 


silent or small shareholders, the 
end result will be loss of confi- 
dence in the investment atmos- 
phere. Such losses will lead to eco- 
nomic stagnation, negative growth, 
and the spread of poverty ana 
unemployment 

The decline of share prices in 
Amman Financial Market during 
the past five years is, in itself, a 
rough indication of real or per- 
ceived corruption in the manage- 
ment of shareholding companies. 
The lack of enthusiasm in under- 
writing offered shares of new com- 
panies to the public or to raise 
paid-up capital of existing compa- 
nies, are other indicators of falter- 
ing confidence. The perception of 
corruption is as damaging as real 
corruption. 

Corruption in the private sector 
should be fought vigourously and 
defeated in a visible fashion. It is a 
problem that deserves priority. It is 
a mission for today not tomorrow. 


Sunday’s 
Economic Pulse 
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By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Nuclear Power: 


The (Very) Long Good-bye 


By Gwynne Dyer 


THE NEW German govern- 
ment's decisions “have a half- 
life of only a few hours," raged 
Environment Minister Juergen 
Trittin in mid-February, as 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 
backed away from a decision to 
close down all nuclear power 
stations in the country. 

Schroeder replied robustly that 
what the quarrelsome Social 
Democrat-Green coalition need- 
ed was “less Trittin." It was just 
another chaotic day in the 
Punch-and-Judy show that pass- 
es for a government in Bonn, but 
it conveys a larger truth about 
the unloved nuclear power 
industry in Europe, and even 
elsewhere. Unloved it may be, 
but it is very hard to get rid of. 

Europe, a- rich and densely 
populated but resource-poor 
continent, accounts for just over 
half of the world’s nuclear 
power stations: 221 out of 437. 
The major European countries' 
reliance on nuclear reactors for 
their electricity ranges from a 
high of 78 per cent in France to 
a still impressive 27.5 per cent 
for Britain. 

As in North America, which 
accounts for most of the rest of 
the world’s nuclear plants (123 
installations), no new plants 
have been built in Europe for 
many years. The narrowly avert- 
ed disaster at Three Mile Island 
in the United States in 1979, fol- 
lowed by the widespread fallout 
of lethal radiation in the near- 
meltdown at Chernobyl in 
Ukraine in 1986, put an end to 
all plans for expanding the 
industry. But it just won’t go 
away, as the new German gov- 
ernment rapidly found out after 
taking office last October. 

The Greens made a phasing- 
out of Germany’s 19 nuclear 


power stations a pre-condition 
for entering a coalition with 
Schroeder’s Social Democrats, 
and Schroeder loyally tried to 
keep the deal. But two days 
before legislation was due to go 
before the Bundestag on 27 
January, he suddenly dropped it. 

The immediate cause was the 
threat of multi-billion dollar 
lawsuits from Britain and 
France, which have long-term 
contracts to reprocess German 
nuclear waste (together with 
their unsubtie promise to send 
dozens of trainloads of radioac- 
tive waste back to Germany if 
Schroeder didn't back off). But 
the longer-term problem was 
that nobody had Figured out how 
to replace the 35 per cent of 
German power consumption that 
currently comes from nuclear 
plants. 

There are certainly not 19 
German cities that want a new 
coal-fired station built on their 
outskirts. . 

want to raise theirs dependence; , 
on natural .g^.^at vcomefefw ia’ 
Russian pipelines. In any case, 
the amount of money involved 
was far beyond the normal con- 
straints of the budget. So Bonn 
is now talking about a 5-to- 10- 
year phase-out on reprocessing 
contracts, and an equally long 
schedule for decommissioning 
the actual power plants — 
which means that no plant will 
be shut before the next election. 

None may be shut down after- 
wards, either. As an example of 
the lasting clout of the European 
nuclear power industry, consider 
the story of the European Union 
and Chernobyl. 

Ukraine, which suffered 32 
immediate fatalities but tens of 
thousands of other deaths due to 
radiation-related cancers from 
the Chernobyl catastrophe, 
understandably wants to shut 


7f public 
opinion stops 
the European 
Union’s nuclear 
industries from 
building more 
plants at home, 
then they need 
contracts 
elsewhere. So 
wjll 

soon be paying 
$590 million to 
complete 
construction 
work on two 
nuclear power 
stations in 
Ukraine ’ 


down the other two ageing reac- 
tors in the same complex as soon 
as possible. 

President Leonid Kuchma's 
preference is to replace the 
power they provide with new 
generating plants that use natur- 
al gas. 

The European Union, which is 
concerned that the winds could 
again blow fall-out from a 
nuclear accident in Eastern 
Europe onto its own territory, 
has committed large amounts of 
money for aid to clear up the 
problem of ageing Soviet-built 
nuclear reactors. But will it let 
Kuchma use the money to build 
new non-nuclear generating 
capacity? Of course not. 

If public opinion stops the 
European Union's nuclear 
industries from building more 
plants at home, then they need 
contracts elsewhere. So the EU, 
which has already paid to refur- 
bish Chemobyl-style reactors in 
.,JBuigaria,_and Lithuania and to_ 
reopen a Soviet * 'pressurised-. 
. water ^reactor in earthquake- 
prone ‘Armenia, “ will soon "be 
paying $590 million to complete 
construction work on two 
nuclear power stations in 
Ukraine, at Rovno and 
Khmelnitsky, that were left 
unfinished when the Soviet 
Union broke up in 1991. 

The project, says Tobias 
Muenchmeyer of Greenpeace 
International, “is. simply an 
excuse to get the taxpayer to 
underwrite a huge subsidy to the 
nuclear industry to keep it alive. 

“The. French, German, 
Belgian, British and Finnish 
nuclear industries have been 
putting pressure on their govern- 
ments to agree to this scheme 
because they all get a slice of the 
action in Ukraine." Whether 
that's how Ukraine wants the 
money spent or not. 


Poor diplomacy and poorer taste 


By Elias Zananiri 

ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his foreign minister. Ariel 
Sharon, are due to arrive in Amman today, 
but their talks wnh top Jordanian officials 
might not be easy. 

On the contrary, they might take place amid 
a strained atmosphere caused by Israeli 
indirect criticism of the late King Hussein 
of Jordan. Netanyahu on Thursday warned 
a gathering of university students in Tel 
Aviv against “threats that are posed to Israel 
from both Jordan and Iraq in the east." He 
spoke of a scenario whereby Iraq, under 
President Saddam Hussein, would decide 
to act against Israel with Jordan being the 
first Arab country to join it 

Speaking before students of Bar Ilan 
University, hotbed of right-wing extremism 
where Yigal Amir, the assasan of former 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin received his 
education. Netanyahu asked rhetorically: 
“In 1991, who joined him first? It was King 
Hussein of Jordan — the knight of peace! 
Why did he do that? Because Iraq was 
strong. And Iraq of *91 was a little grain of 
sand in comparison to the Iraq equipped 
with nuclear weapons, and this fails a threat 
on our eastern border. We will find our- 
selves with an Iraqi threat on the Jordanian 
border and Iraqi continuity from the Tel 
Aviv suburbs to Baghdad." 

Nothing can be said about Netanyahu’s 
criticism of the late King Hussein except 
that it is discourteous, rude and undiplo- 
matic. 

The question of whether Netanyahu has a 
right to criticise any Arab leader is irrele- 
vant here. 

What is important in this context is that 


Netanyahu dared to speak while Jordan is 
still mourning a very dear leader who built 
the modem Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
King Hussein who died of cancer earlier 
this month. He also voiced his criticism 
days only before his scheduled trip to 
Amman, a move that rarely occurs in the 
world of proper diplomacy. 

Usually, world leaders tend to smooth 
and iron out most of their differences with 
countries they plan to visit and not vice 
versa. But Netanyahu in fact has opted for 
an offensive on Jordan even before he 
departs Td Aviv. 

Why did Netanyahu voice bis criticism? 
Is it tiie process of warming up relations 
between Jordan and Syria, a matter that 
Israel has hoped would never occur? 

Israel is very much annoyed at the rap- 
prochement between Jordan and Syria. 
Israeli media spoke very negatively of 
President Hafez Assad visiting Jordan after 
King Hussein's death. 

It even suggested that Syria has posed a 
major threat to Jordan and that Syrian 
hoops might invade northern Jordan. When 
President Assad arrived in Amman to 
attend the funeral of King Hussein. Israel 
was taken not only by surprise but also with 
anger. Israelis certainly did not like to see 
President Assad’s son, Bashar, flying into 
Amman to express condolences to King 
Abdullah since they saw this trip as yet fur- 
ther evidence that relations between the two 
countries were heading towards normalisa- 
tion and not towards escalation as Tel Aviv 
had hoped. 

When Jordan did not rule out altogether 
President Arafat’s renewed confederation 
idea, Netanyahu’s office did not hick: its dis- 
appointment with the Jordanian reaction. A 


statement released by the prime minister’s 
office later said that Israel “should not for- 
get that a confederation is established 
between two sovereign states but the pro- 
posal in itself seems to be more moderate 
than a unilateral declaration of Palestinian 
statehood" 

Even before King Hussein passed away, 
Israel both the official bodies and the press, 
spoke extensively of the alleged threats to 
Jordan because the majority of its citizens 
were of Palestinian origin. 

They said that the Palestinians might try 
to destabilise the Kingdom. In short during 
the past few weeks since King Hussein's 
return from the Mayo Clinic in the U.S. and 
his subsequent death, Israel behaved in a 
way that unveiled its real intentions towards 
JotdaiL The Isrxlis hoped that with the dra- 
matic and sorrowful developments in 
Jordan that culminated with the loss of 
King Hussein, the new heir would find 
himself in a weak position and that the 
Jewish state would emerge as the only 
friend Jordan has in foe region. 

Israel was wrong, and leaders not only 
from all the Arab countries tut from the rest 
of the world arrived in A mman to pay trib- 
ute to one of the most influential leaders in 
the Middle East and die whole world in five 
decades. Tlie international demonstration 
of solidarity with Jordan during its days of 
mourning has proved to Netanyahu that 
Jordan is not weak at all. Probably, this is 
one of the reasons why Netanyahu opted 
for a dialogue of a different land, a dialogue 
of threats. 

— The writer is a 
Jerusalem-based journalist 


Letter to the Editor 
Condolences 

I WOULD like to express my condolences to the 
Jordanian people and to the Royal family, espe- 
cially King Abdullah and Queen Noor. for the 
loss of a truly remarkable man. Since the death 
of King Hussein, letters have flooded into our 
national newspapers from fellow Sandhurst offi- 
cers. radio enthusiasts and former pupils of 
Harrow — each one paying tribute to his 
courage, kindness and sense of humour. 

The Daily Telegraph printed a foil page- obitu- 
ary of the King's life which prompted me to 
learn more about him and Jordan. King Hussein 
showed a devotion to his people and his country 
that is not equalled in the world today. Being the 
same age as King Abdullah. I was not even born 
when his father was having to endure some of 
the worst crises of his political life, with 
unimaginable courage. My father was proud to 

olx: ^ i ^ ramaD a young man in the 

RAF Regiment in 1956. 

The legacy of King Hussein is that, today, 
u ' r 311 , 88 sta kility. prosperity and an openness 
that is the envy of the Arab World and of which 

wkh°rh ^ eop,e can ^ justly proud. I only 
known JL ta ° Wn ^ 35 his 

Helen Greenwood 
Lancashire 
United Kingdom 




Meanwhile, the industry can 
take heart from the story of 
Sweden, where a referendum to 
shut down all the country's 
atomic plants passed in 1980. At 'y 
that time it had six plants in 
operation, and six under con- 
struction. All twelve were run- 
ning. and supplying almost half 
of Sweden’s electricity, by the 
Hm e the Swedish parliament 
actually voted in 1991 to shut 
two of them down by 1995. 

Then a new government in 
1991 scrapped that deadline. 
When yet another government 
came to power in 1997 and final- 
ly singled out one plant. 
Barseback-1. for shutdown by 
last July, its private-sector own- 
ers immediately appealed to the 
courts, claiming that the Social- 
Democratic government was 
showing favouritism to the state- .4 
owned plants. It will be months 
before the court even decides. 

If there were a ■ ‘Bill Clinton 
Memorial Prize ; for Political 
• Survival in- - Improbable 
Circumstances,’ the nuclear 
power industry would be a nat- 
ural winner. In the twenty years 
since Three Mile Island, few 
new plants have been built, but 
even fewer have been shut down. 

And there is always the hope of 
better times. 

As the fear of greenhouse 
gasses from burning coal, gas, or 
oil to generate electricity begins 
to overtake the fear of long- last- 
ing radioactivity from nuclear 
power generation, the long-term 
prospects of the industry are 
looking up. The largest stand 
and the biggest lobby at the 
global warming talks in 
Argentina in November 
belonged to the nuclear power 
industry. 
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Features 


Son of the Internet 


By Jeremy Warner 

As the world's largest investor in 
cyberspace, reportedly owning 25 per 
ceiit of the Internet, Masayoshi Son 
MU either go down in history ? as a 

U’tu 8 visionar y or a reckless fool, 
while all around him whisper about 
bubbles bursting, the man from Japan 
is shouting buy. buy, buy!’ What does 
he laiow that uv don t? 

ALAN GREENSPAN, chairman of 
the U.S. Federal Reserve, t hinks 
investing in them is like buying a lot- 
tery ticket, and that most will fail. 

Bill Gates, of Microsoft, believes 
that these soar-away stocks should be 
trading on lower multiples than ordi- 
nary companies; he wouldn’t advise 
even his worst enemy to invest at 
these levels. 

Rupert Murdoch thinks the phenom- 
enon will destroy more businesses that 
it creates. And The Economist 
believes they are about to come ‘'spec- 
tacularly crashing to Earth.” 

Everyone, it seems, is convinced the 
U.S. craze for Internet companies is a 
financial bubble about to pop, and that 
when this happens, the consequences 
will be quite disastrous, not only for 
those who have invested in them at 
these apparently fanciful levels, but 
also for America's vibrant Silicon Val- 
ley and quite possibly for the world 
economy, as well. Everyone, that is, 
apart from those crazy Americans, 
who have taken to trading these 
stocks, generally on-line, as if this was 
a Saturday afternoon at the races; 
everyone, that is, apart from Msayoshi 
Son. or “Mr. Internet" — the man who 
owns a quarter of cyberspace. 

There is no doubting the bubble-like 
characteristics of the phenomenon. 
Individual Internet stocks have been 
known to change hands up to 10 times 
in a day, so frenzied is the level of 
trading, while it is not uncommon for 
the value of shares to yo-yo by 50 per 
cent in a single trading session. 

Some of the hottest Internet compa- 
nies — Yahoo!, AOL and 
Amazon.com — have come to be val- 
ued. despite their insignificant profits, 
at more than Boeing and Disney. 

So convinced is one leading U.S. 
economist of the bubble-like charac- 
teristics of the Internet craze that he 
has labelled it “Tulip.com ” after the 


great seventeenth century speculation 
in tulip bulbs. Rarely have investors 
seemed so determined to lose sight of 
reality. 

So is the Internet shares phenome- 
non a dangerous game of financial 
roulette, which is bound to end in 
tears, or is there more to it than that? 

One person who believes there 
might be is Mr. Son, a 41-year-old 
financier and entrepreneur who, with 
foresight the rest of us can only dream 
of, managed to take big shareholdings 
at an early stage in a whole raft of 
today's highest flying Internet compa- 
nies. So inspired was his investment 
strategy, that he is now not only far 
and a way the biggest investor world- 
wide in the Internet, but he can realis- 
tically claim to own 25 per cent of 
cyberspace. This may seem a mean- 
ingless boast, but shareholdings of 
around 30 per cent in Yahoo!, the most 
visited site on the Internet, Geo Cities, 
number three, and E.Trade, one of the 
U.S.'s biggest Internet stock brokers, 
are just the more visible and valuable 
in a portfolio that includes nearly 100 
“pure” Internet companies. No one 
else comes close to that concentration 
of power in what has become the 
world’s fastest growing industry. 

“I admit that what’s now going on is 
crazy hype.” Mr. Son says. But he 
won't call it a bubble. “Yes. of course 
there will be a correction, probably 
later this year or early next. The 
increase in valuations has obviously 
been far too fast But we are long-term 
investors and this doesn’t matter to 
us." 

Mr. Son’s view of the Internet 
investment phenomenon is that we are 
only at the beginning. Today, the quot- 
ed Internet sector is worth about $200 
billion. “My bet is that over the next 
10 years, this sector will go to $2,000 
billion,” he says with a degree of con- 
fidence that only other self-made bil- 
lionaires could march. “I say it will 
rise ten-fold but that is only because I 
want to stick with a conservative fore- 
cast Actually. I think twenty-fold is 
more realistic.” 

To back this forecast Mr. Son cites 
the example of the personal computer 
sector. Ten years ago, the collective 
market value of personal computer 
companies, including giants like 
Microsoft, Intel and Compaq, was 
$3S billion. Today they are worth 


more than $2,000 billion. That’s a 
degree of wealth transfer and creation 
unmatched in recent history. Is it real- 
ly possible to repeat the trick with this 
second generation of technology and 
entrepreneurialism? 

Of course it is, says Mr. Son. At the 
World Economic Forum’s annual 
meeting in Davos, Switzerland, last 
month, Mr. Son asked a select audi- 
ence of businessmen, bankers and 
economists which sector they thought 
would eventually be bigger, PCs or 
Internet? “Ninety-five per cent voted 
Internet," says Mr. Son. “And they 
must be right The PC market is limit- 
ed to hardware, software and retail. 
The Internet is unlimited in size. From 
flowers to automobiles, the Internet 
will come to be key in virtually all 
industries. 

“There are only two numbers in my 
vocabulary — zero and infinity. The 
Internet encompasses both these char- 
acteristics. It has zero variable cost; 
there is a zero decrease in accuracy as 
information is passed around. At' the 
same time, it has infinite reach, infi- 
nite information and infini te product 
range. Neither of these tilings — zero 
or infinity — were possible in the 
past. 

“Whoever understands these charac- 
teristics and incorporates them into 
their business model, will succeed in 
revolutionising their industries, and 
taking over from the old, established 
firms.” 

Prophetic, starry-eyed stuff. Is he 
right? 

The record, it might be said, speaks 
for itself. Mr. Son is today one of the 
Japan's leading entrepreneurs and 
very much the face of “new” Japan — 
self-made and mistrustful of the past. 

Amazingly for one listed as among 
10 to watch out for in the latest assess- 
ment published by Forbes ma gazine 
of the 200 richest people in the world,* 
he still answers his own e-mails — 
and he does it religiously everyday. If 
Japan has its own version of Bill 
Gates, Mr. Son is iL 

His beginnings, however, could 
hardly have been less auspicious. He 
was bom into a poor family of Korea 
descent who lived in a shanty town on 
the edge of Tosu city in southern 
Japan, where they eked a living from 
breeding pigs and chickens. Perhaps 
because of this, Mr. Son shunned the 


traditions of Japanese education and, 
at the age of 16, went to California to 
complete his schooling, eventually 
ending up at Berkeley. There his 
entrepreneurial skills received an 
early boost when he invented, and 
subsequently sold to Sharp for $1 mil- 
lion, an early version of a multi-Iio- 
gual pocket translator. His other busi- 
ness venture as a student was the 
import of used video games from 
Japan. He earned enough money to 
return to Japan and establish a busi- 
ness. Softbank — a distributor of PC 
software. 

He was pushing at an open door. The 
PC market in Japan, unlike the U.S., 
was still in its infancy. Few others 
were doing it and Mr. Son rapidly 
moved to a position where he was sup- 
plying some 50 per cent of the total 
retail market in Japan. From there, he 
moved into PC magazines, developing 
along the way an almost absurdly sim- 
ple and ambitious strategy — to con- 
trol as much of the world's digital 
future as he could. If nothing else 
about Mr. Son is particularly Japan- 
ese, this kind of mission statement is 
— a straightforward, no-nonsense, 
statement of ambition and aim. 

Inevitably it was to take Mr. Son 
back to the U.S. and that extraordinary 
hothouse of hi-tech entrepreneurial 
endeavour, Silicon Valley. By 1994, 
the Internet had already reached take- 
off point in the U.S. and it was spawn- 
ing a new generation of companies, so 
different in their nature, ethos and 
decentralised management style from 
anything that had gone before, that 
many of them did not seem like con- 
ventional businesses. 

For many of these Internet entrepre- 
neurs, their companies were a person- 
al crusade, a hobby and a lifestyle 
venture. 

Softbank examined more than 5,000 
of them, the idea being to take big 
strategic stakes in up to 100. 

“The thing to think about,” Mr. Son 
says, “is not that we risked our money 
in investing in 100 of these start-ups, 
but that we turned down 4.900 compa- 
nies.” 

What were his criteria? “Yes. of 
course we looked at cash flow, but 
since many of these companies have 
no cash flow, this doesn't mean a lot. 
What we concentrated on was the 
business model — management and 


the strategy for growth.” 

Even then, these companies were 
not cheap. It is hard to tell exactly how 
much Softbank has invested in U.S. 
Internet stocks. Mr. Son says it was 
$100 million. Other say it was much 
more. 

What is not in dispute is that with 
the explosive growth in valuations, the 
combined worth of Softbank's Inter- 
net investments is now in excess of $5 
billion. 

On top of that there is an associated 
venture capital fund with a myriad of 
investments in smaller Internet enter- 
prises. What singles Mr. Son out from 
other Silicon Valley venture capitalists 
is that he invests only in pure leading- 
edge Internet companies, shunning 
software, hardware and backbone 
infrastructure. 

At the start, the strategy worked like 
a dream. With the help of a team of 
former Nomura financiers, hired espe- 
cially for the purpose, Mr. Son would 
use the “cheap” money available in 
Japan to finance his American adven- 
tures in technology. Against tradition- 
ally high Japanese valuations, his 
investments did not seem expensive. 

It has not all been a bed of roses. 
Despite the runaway success of many 
off his gambles, there has been persis- 
tent scepticism. Like many entrepre- 
neurially led companies, Softbank is 
widely regarded in the investment 
community as being overburdened 
with debt. Its financial affairs are less 
than transparent and its accounting 
practices are, by Western standards, of 
dubious quality. 

As a consequence, Softbank’s share 
price has been a mirror image of the 
volatility of the Internet shares it 
invests in, climbing to dramatic 
heights before plunging downwards 
and recovering again. 

The Japanese stock market’s scepti- 
cism is amply demonstrated by the 
fact that today Softbank is valued at 
less than the worth of its stake in 
Yahoo! alone Mr. Son regards this as 
‘‘ridiculous”, but it is testament to the 
degree of concern in the investment 
community that the last Financial 
Times cutting on Mr. Son described 
his company as “the troubled Japan- 
ese multimedia conglomerate.” That 
article appeared more than a year ago 
and Mr. Sod would no doubt claim 
that the subsequent rise and rise of 


traded Internet stocks has more than 
vindicated him. Nonetheless, the 
doubts remain. Even the biggest and 
best Internet companies still devour, 
rather -than generate, capital, and Mr. 
Son’s exposure is such that he has to 
tty and feed that appetite. Is he not in 
danger of over-extending himself? 

Perhaps, perhaps not. But on ooe 
thin g Mr. Son is not alone in his think- 
ing. Evetyone agrees that the Internet 
is going to transform the way business 
is conducted and organised. It is. as 
yet, uncertain whether that revolution 
will be as awe inspiring and all- 
encompassing as, say, the develop- 
ment of the railway and the motor car, 
or the discovery of electricity. 

On one level, e-commerce and the 
Internet are just alternative methods of 
distribution. Nothing very exciting 
about that, it might be said. On the 
other hand, the Internet allows for a 
degree of competition and price trans- 
parency never before seem. What’s 
more, it brings this about on a global 
scale. If that might seem to be bad for 
the profitability of business and, by 
extension, for die value of companies, 
just dwell on this: One of Mr. Son's 
recent investments is Buy.com. a com- 
pany which incorporates a zero or 
even negative margin into its business 
model. Who. in their right mind, 
would dream of starting a business 
which sells products for less than it 
bought them for? An Internet entre- 
preneur, of course. The idea is that the 
difference in price is recouped from 
advertising. 

The Internet’s share of total advertis- 
ing worldwide is much less than 1 per 
cent Mr. Son and others like him 
think this will rise exponentially with 
the growth of e -commerce. “If you see 
an advertisement on your TV set and 
you are wearing your pyjamas at the 
time, what is the next action you can 
take?" he asks. On the Internet you 
can purchase that item immediately, 
rather than waiting till the next morn- 
ing. 

And still Mr. Son's Japanese 
investors, who allow Softbank’s 
shares to trade at such a huge discount 
to its underlying assets, don't seem to 
get iL “They will eventually,” Mr. Son 
predicts confidently. 
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Syria’s Millennium gift; 
5,000 years of history 


? » 


By Jack Redden 

Reuters 
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SYRIA HAS thrown open the doors of its muse- 
ums to send the world a millennium gift, an exhi- 
bition of priceless treasures that may never again 
be allowed out of the country'. 

Nearly 400 artifacts, covering a sweep of human 
history from the dawn of civilisation to the end of 
the Crusades, will go to Switzerland, in November 
on an odyssey that will have crossed Canada and 
the United States by the time “Syria: A Cradle of 
Civilisation” concludes in 2002. 

"Syria is probably the finest example you can 
see of many cultures on the same land succeeding 
one after another.” said Francois Tremblay of 
Canada's Musee de la Civilisation de Quebec, 
which has been the driving force in working with 
Syria to organise the tour. 

“You really have an overview of different cul- 
tures. from the very early stages of civilisation up 
to the present.” Tremblay told Reuters in the arti- 
fact-cluttered basement of Damascus Museum 
while photographing the final selection of trea- 
sures for the” exhibition catalogue. “Syria was an 
easy choice.” The collection is spectacular. 
Although chosen to illustrate themes in civilisa- 
tion rather than purely for their artistic merit, indi- 
\ idual pieces are likely to stagger Western audi- 
ences unprepared for Syria's cultural heritage. 

A figure with a gold lion's head and wings of 
solid Tapis lazuli was excavated at Mari on the 
Euphrates River nearly 5.000 years after it had 
arrived as a gift from Ur in Mesopotamia. The 
refinement of" Roman times is demonstrated by a 
silver helmet and a solid gold mask, both excavat- 
ed near the city of Homs. 

Such is the richness of the Syrian archaeological 
record that Canadians touring museums for items 
to include in the exhibition were astonished to see 
a curator casually open a drawer and ask if the 
gold mask lying loose in the bottom would be of 


ierest. „ _ 

svria is at the centre of the Fertile CrescenL the 

of well-watered land reaching from 
esopotamia in present-day Iraq to Egypt where 
riculture besan 10.000 years ago. 
rhat pivotal" position, often falling under the 
av of empires at either end of the Fertile Cres- 
nl * has left Syria with an unparalleled archaeo- 

iical record. , , . 

-arlv city states like Man rose and fell, the 
isvrian. Egyptian and Hittite empires battled for 
m’rol Greek. Roman and Byzantine civilisations 
,ued the land with cities. The Arab invasion of 
- seventh century produced masterpieces of 
amic relieious and military architecture, 
ijvria was**' the ideal focus for an exhibition cen- 
■d on themes in human development: the organ- 
men of society, economy and spinrual bfe. It 




covers Syrian contributions — such as the first 
alphabet — until the Crusades, a suitable end 
because that invasion re-acquainted Europe with 
its own cultural roots in the Middle EasL 

“At the dawn of the new millennium we are try- 
ing to reflect on the rules of civilisation and the 
best way is to look at the very early stage and ask 
ourselves ‘what heritage will we leave to our 
descendants for the next Millennium?’” said 
Tremblay. 

The exhibition will open in Basle, Switzerland 
and then move to Quebec to be open from May 30, 
2000, to the following January 7. It then moves to 
Edmonton. Alberta and on to the United States in 
June 2001: San Jose until September, New York’s 
American Museum of Natural History from Octo- 
ber to January and closes in Denver on May 5. 
2002. 

There have been other Syrian exhibitions 
abroad, although not organised along such themat- 
ic lines. And none has included all the items seen 
this time — and none is likely to in the future. 

“Many of the artifacts that have been loaned by 
Syrian authorities have never been out of Syria,” 
said Tremblay. “And many of them will be on tour 
for the last time because they are now planning to 
renew' many of their own galleries and these major 
artifacts will after this stay in Syria.” For Syria, 
the contract organised by the Quebec museum will 
mean a fee in materials for the Antiquities Depart- 
ment to improve its own facilities. More impor- 
tantly for the country, it will provide a chance to 
show a heritage that is often obscured by current 
politics. 

Despite its unequalled archaeology, Syria is bet- 
ter known in much of the West for U.S. charges 
that the government of President Hafez A1 Assad 
has backed “terrorism" — a reflection of its 
decades of conflict with Washington’s chief ally 
Israel. 

“We are very optimistic exhibition and we are 
confident it will contribute to better understanding 
between Canada and the United States and Syria," 
said Sultan Muhesen, general director of the Syri- 
an antiquities department 

Syria’s lack of tourism has been partly self- 
infiicted — a government preoccupied with secu- 
rity did not value foreign tourists roaming the 
country. But a slowing economy and increasing 
awareness of the tourism potential may be encour- 
aging a new desire to attract visitors. 

“We are tracing the beginning of civilisation in 
all its aspects and we want to show that Syria 
played a crucial role in this,” said Muhesen. “This 
exhibition will carry our message to other people 
at the beginning of the coming Millennium.” 


In Ramallah, Palestinian 
Americans drive a ‘boomlet’ 

West Bank Jazz — The Brooklyn of the Middle East 


By Lee Hockstader 
Washington Post Service 

RAMALLAH, West Bank — It’s a Thursday jazz night in the 
Palestinian city of Ramallah and Arnie Lawrence, Johnny Car- 
son’s old ‘Tonight Show” saxopbonisL is jamming. 

On this particular night, at a neon-lit nightspot called Flamin- 
go’s, the boys happen to include Israelis on keyboard and gui- 
tar. a trio of young Arabs on oud and drums, and backup sax 
players from Australia and Ukraine. A mellow crowd nibbles 
fajitas and onion rings and knocks back beers at the bar, and the 
music winds playfully from Dizzy Gillespie and Duke Elling- 
ton to traditional Arab rhythms. 

A decade ago, at the height of the Palestinian insurrection 
known as the intifada, a night out in Ramallah might have 
included a deadly cat-and-mouse game with Israeli troops or 
the cold-blooded execution of a suspected informer. Now, three 
years after Israeli troops withdrew from Ramallah, a new 
vibrancy and a semblance of normal life are settling over the 
West Bank town, albeit in fits and starts. 

A 20-minute drive north of Jerusalem, the centre of Ramallah. 
famously sleepy before the intifada and notoriously violent dur- 
ing iL is abuzz with commerce and clogged with traffic, shops 
and new restaurants. 

The town of about 35,000 could almost be called cosmopoli- 
tan. A women’s newspaper, the only one for Palestinians, began 
publishing here. A Coca-Cola bottling plant has opened along 
with new car dealerships, hotels and banks. Land prices have 
tripled and quadrupled in the last few years, and the construc- 
tion trade is brisk. The boomlet has a distinctly American fla- 
vor, drawing heavily on the money, ideas and experience of 
Palestinian Americans and others who have returned from the 
United States or have strong personal connections there. 

For decades young men from Ramallah and its surrounding 
villages have set off to the United States to seek their schooling 
and fortune. Many stayed — more than 28,000 by some esti- 
mates — but some began to return after Israel and the Pales- 
tinians signed the Oslo peace accord in 1993. 

Their influence is felt disproportionately to their numbers. In 
tiny West Bank villages east of Ramallah, it is not unusual to 
see Palestinian children tossing a football. In Ramallah. new 
businesses and construction sites are as often as not backed by 
Palestinian Americans. 

Take the owner of Flamingo’s, Garo Mardirossian. The 32- 
year-old Palestinian of Armenian descent attended college and 
met his wife, an American, in Michigan. He modeled his 
nightspot after the American chain restaurant Benuigan's. 

On the street, Palestinian students still bum the occasional 
American flag when the United States bombs Iraq. But inside 
Flamingo's, the posters on the wall are a pantheon of American 
pop culture — James Dean, Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe. 
Clint Eastwood and Charles Bronson. 

Mr. Lawrence, the former “Tonight Show" saxophonist, who 
teaches jazz in Israel and plays at Flamingo’s every Thursday, 
is bullish on Ramallah. “I grew up in Brownsville, Brooklyn, 
where it was a wonderful place to smell the aromas and taste 
the flavours of many cultures. Well,” he said, glancing around. 


“this place is Brooklyn. People are happy.” But Israelis, for the 
most part, continue to give the town a wide berth, especially 
since an incident last December in which a 19-year-old Israeli 
soldier. Captain Asaf Myara, was dragged from a car on its out- 
skirts and stomped by a Palestinian mob. 

Nor do Palestinians see things as uniformly rosy. After a 
mini-explosion of new business and investment following the 
Oslo agreement, activity has tailed off and land prices have sta- 
bilized as prospects for long-term peace with Israel have 
blurred. 

— In most of the Palestinian-controlled parts of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the standard of living has declined in the 
five years since the Oslo peace agreement was signed. Incomes, 
buying power and private investment have dipped and poverty 
has climbed. Ramallah may look good in comparison to its 
neighbors, but it is not immune to fie overall Palestinian eco- 
nomic malaise. 

Little in the way of new industry has arrived to accompany 
the new construction, and investors remain wary. The West 
Bank still lacks an aiiport. as well as free passage through Israel 
to the other main Palestinian population centre, the Gaza Strip. 
And while some Palestinian Americans have settled in the city, 
a sizeable number came, looked around and booked a return 
flight to the United States. 

“There's a few more shops and restaurants, but that doesn't 
have much effect on many average people," said Nazih Shawar, 
40, who returned to Ramallah in 1993 after spending 1 8 years 
in the United States. “There’s more bjusiness, yes, but there’s no 
more stability and peace.” Still, the town has stirred to life in 
recent years, and one caialyst is the Palestinian American influ- 
ence all around Ramallah — at Angelo’s, a pizza parlor whose 
owners were inspired by the fast food they ate when they lived 
in Alabama in the 1980s; at the City Inn Hotel, built by Rida 
Kased, 60, a Palestinian American who quit the grocery busi- 
ness in Brooklyn and plowed $1 million into the new project; 
and in the drowsy nearby village of Deir Dibwan, where the 
young men goofing off outside the pool hall are Californians 
and Ohioans visiting their relatives or looking for Palestinian 
wives. 

“This place is just like America - baseball, basketball, skate- 
boarding. you name it" said Kanan Mustafa, 21, who runs a 
drive-through liquor store in Dayton, Ohio. 

Ramallah also has benefited from its unique history and geog- 
raphy and from contemporary politics. Quakers came in the 
19th-century and opened schools; new money arrived from 
expatriates "working in the United States beginning in the 
1920s. Wealthy Arab princes, drawn by Ramallah’s compara- 
tively cool climate, built villas so they could spend their sum- 
mers here: Predominantly Christian until early this century, 
Ramallah was open to outside influences and developed a cer- 
tain permissiveness. Although Islam has gained ground today. 
Ramallah remains one of fie few places on the West Bank 
where it is easy to get a beer. 

Lately, the city has had a shot in the arm from the Palestinian 
National Authority, most of whose ministries have been estab- 
lished in Ramallah. 
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The future belongs to ‘ integrated open capital markets’ 

IMF chief: Globalisation is a trend that is with us to stay 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus has 
declared that the worst of 
the world financial crisis 
appeared to be over and 
insisted that globalisation 
was here to stay. 

Addressing the Foreign 
Policy Association, 
Camdessus also stressed 
that the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF), despite 
its many critics, would nei- 
ther be abolished nor trans- 
formed into a global central 
bank. 

He said the private sector 
must in future bear Lhe con- 
sequences of imprudent 
investment. ' adding that 
international efforts to res- 
cue economies in crisis 
should not be seen as “easy 
bailouts" for either coun- 
tries or creditors. 

Camdessus paid lavish 
tribute to South Korea, 
where he said the IMF fore- 
cast of a one per cent fall in 
growth this year, issued in 
December, had now been 
revised to a gain of two per 
cent. 

Elsewhere. he said, 
economies accounting for 
most of the world's growth 
“still seem to be in quite 
sound health." Asia is on 
the mend. Brazil is 


strengthening its domestic 
policies and Mexico and 
Argentina have already 
shored up their defences 
against foreign financial 
turmoil. 

“There are positive Indica- 
tions that while many risks 
are still with us. the worst 
seems to be past," he said, 
citing in particular the 
Philippines. Thailand. 
South Korea and Indonesia. 

"These programmes are 
bearing fruit, even if each 
country still faces continu- 
ing challenges of pursuing 
deep structural reform," 
Camdessus added. 

In an allusion to critics 
who say the turbulence 
unleashed in Thailand in 
July 1997 — and which 
later spread to Russia and 
Brazil — heralds an end to 
free-flowing international 
capital movement. 

Camdessus countered that 
"globalisation is a trend 
that is with us to stay." 

The future belongs to 
“integrated, open capital 
markets" rather than to 
exchange and capital con- 
trols. 

“The turbulence of the 
past two years should 
strengthen rather than 
diminish our commitment 
to the inresration of finan- 


cial markets through prop- 
erly sequenced liberalisa- 
tion." he said. 

As for the IMF itself, 
Camdessus assured his lis- 
teners that the fund would 
not go away — “neither 
will it be transformed into a 
global central bank nor into 
a full-fledged lender of last 
resort." 

He pointed instead to a 
proposed facility within the 
IMF that would allow rapid 
large-scale lending — at 
higher rates than are now 
charged — to prequalified 
countries trying to ward off 
economic unrest 

Camdessus also backed 
calls for the transformation 
of the Interim Committee, a 
ministerial-level body that 
at present has only an advi- 
sory role in IMF policies. 

The plan is to upgrade the 
committee and to endow it 
with more authority in 
determining IMF pro- 
grammes. 

“The world needs a 
mechanism for making sure 
that all countries are legiti- 
mately and actively repre- 
sented at the place where 
key monetary and financial 
orientations are adopted," 
according to Camdessus. 

Elsewhere, the IMF chief 
said that in the debate over 



the role of private banks 
and companies in the glob- 
al economy, “the nub of the 
issue is to help to channel 
private capital flows to 
where they will be used 
best, and to enable 
investors to assess risks 
realistically while accept- 
ing the consequences of 
poor decisions." 

He said the IMF must 
ensure that its programmes 
“do not protect either undu- 
ly risky behaviour by 
investors or lax policies by _ 
debtor governments.” 

In the past two years, the 
fund has been harshly criti- 
cised in academic circles 
and in the U.S. Congress on 
grounds that its readiness to 
bail out collapsing 
economies actually encour- 
aged reckless lending and 
borrowing. 

Meanwhile, IMF First 
Deputy Managing Director 
Stanley Fischer said 
reforms adopted by Asian 
economies to counter the 
financial crisis were yield- 
ing results, delivering an 
upbeat prognosis for the 
battered region. 

He forecast Asia would 
recover from its economic 
difficulties and resume 
growing at levels that 
would be “the envy of the 
rest of the world," but said 
the region should not back- 
track from economic open- 
ness. . 

The multilateral lending 
insitution has been criti- 
cised for imposing strict 
conditions such as high 
interest rates in return for 
organising financial 

bailouts, causing a credit 
crunch and ultimately a bit- 
ing recession. 

Critics have accused the 
IMF of fuelling the panic in 
some Asian economies and 
failing to prevent the 
spread of the currency cri- 
sis which broke out in 
Thailand in mid- 1 997. 
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But Fischer told a busi- 
ness forum organised by 
the Asia-Society in Manila 
that “the policies were ... 
the right policies. We're 
seeing that how." 

“Strategies adopted by 
Asian countries are work- 
ing,” be said, predicting a 
return to growth in South 
Korea. Thailand and the 
Philippines this year. 

“We are probably at a 
point where the crisis has 
bottomed out and situation 
should improve," he said. 

He admitted "the most 
difficult position is in 
Indonesia" which currently 
gripped in a political tur- 
moil, but added that even 
there,, signs of economic 
recovery were visible. 

The ’ elements that 
allowed Asia to enjoy 
unprecedented economic 
growth over the last 30 
years were still present 
such as high savings rates, 
entrepreneurship, hard 
work, prudent macroeco- 
nomic policies and integra- 
tion into the world econo- 
my. he said. 

At the same time, he 
warned that the “interna- 
tional system has to be 
strengthened in a number 
of critical areas to help pro- 
duce a more stable environ- 
ment in which countries 
can manage their affairs 
and businessmen can 
invest.” 

“Openness will remain 
central to Asia's growth 
strategy, accompanied by 
measures to strengthen the 
functioning of (the) mar- 
ket.” he said. 

Even in Malaysia, which 
had imposed currency con- 
trols following the crisis, 
there was “a pragmatic 
approach to reintegrate the 
capital markets into the 
world economy.” 

. Be also called for further 
liberalisation 'of interna- 
tional trade and agriculture, 
effective regulation and 
supervision of domestic 
financial' institutions and 
effective competition with- 
in domestic economies. 

While the overall effects 
of the crisis had been 
severe, Fischer said most 
countries were able to 
avoid worse consequences 
noting that despite fore- 
casts unemployment rates 
had not risen to double dig- 
its in most affected 
economies. 

In Indonesia, for instance, 
the percentage of popula- 
tion living in poverty had 
risen to only 15 per cent 
and not 40 per cent as many 
had feared. 

Fischer also justified IMF 
policies that resulted in 


high interest rates, saying 
that "there was a real trade 
off” between high interest 
rates and even more severe 
devaluations of currencies. 

“The fact that all the cur- 
rencies came back was 
some evidence that it was a 
good strategy.” he said. 

Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) President Tadao 
Chino urged global finan- 
cial instutions to play a 


more effective role in help- 
ing alleviate the effects of 
the crisis. 

“The Asian crisis poses a 
new challenge to the inter- 
national financial sysiem.’" 
Chino said in a speech to 
the conference. 

He called for "a system 
that enables international 
financial insitutions to back 
up the ailin g countries with 
sufficient amount of liquid- 


ity so that the governments 
can concentrate on struc- 
tural reforms. * 

Chino, a former Japanse 
vice minister for interna- 
tional finance who formal- 
ly took the helm at the 
ADB in January, also 
called for a mechanism “to 
monitor international capi- 
tal flows'* at the national 
and regional levels. 
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GREEC DRACHMA 

28201 

46780 

16707 

20173 

0 4961 

24407 

1 4828 

16 8757 

3 2676 

CYPRUS POUND 

05155 

08258 

0*2949 

03561 

0 0679 

04323 

0 2617 

29789 

0 5768 

AUSTRIA SCMLUNG 

122970 

19.6897 

7.0355 

B 4353 

20977 

10 3119 

6 2442 

710660 

13 7603 

CANADA DOLLAR 

1 5100 

24190 

06639 

1.0432 

02576 

1 2662 

0 7667 

8 7265 

16897 

EURO 

0.8937 

1.4316 

0 5113 

0.6174 

01524 

07494 

04538 

5 1648 

10000 


MAJORCURREMCffiS-AQAWSTL JORDAN DINAR 


NOTE NEITHER ACCESS NOR THE PUBLISHER IS RESPONSIBLE 


CENTRAL BANK BULLETIN 


FOR ANY ERRORS OR MISTAKES 





CURRENCY 

ASK 



DEPOSIT MTERE9T PRVCtfl 


CBJA 

US DOLLAR 1 

a 7080 

0.7100 







G.BRITAW STERLMG 

1.1325 

1.1382 


CURRENCY 

1 M 

11 

8M 

1 YEAR 

GERMANY MARK 

03983 

04003 


US DOLLAR 

*-5600 

4. 6200 

4.8800 

46700 

•WTI2ERLAND FRANC 

04586 

14912 


SJIRfTAM STERLMG 

13400 

11800 

50600 

50000 

FRANCE FRANC 

01188 

11194 


EURO 

10000 

29300 

2-3300 

29300 


05933 

0.5963 


3ERJHANY MARK 

OjOOOO 

0.0000 

0X000 

QOOOO 

HOLLAND GUELDER 

0.3535 

0.3593 


SMT2BILAND FRANC 

1.1600 

1.1700 

1.1800 

0700 

(TALYURA* | 

00402 

00404 


JAPAN YST 

00000 

00000 

OJXUO 

00000 

[euro 

07790 

17829 



WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


STOCK MARKET 

INDEX 

CLOSING 

LAST 

CHANGE 

PRECIOUS METALS 





CLOSE 





FRANKFURT 

DAX 

491141 

485658 

-46.77 

I METAL 

ASK 

603 

HONGKONG 

HANG SENG 

9866.49 

8058.07 

20042 

| GOLD 

286.S0 

287 00 

LONDON 

FT-SS10O 

620650 

6307 J» 

-101.10 

I SILVER 

5.63 

566 

NEW YORK 

DJMDU3. 

B3oe.ee 

938134 

-59.78 


36120 

38320 

NEW YORK 

NYSE COMPOSITE 

966.46 

607 43 

-0S7 




NEW YORK 

AMEX COMPOSITE 

698^9 

69347 

432 




NEW YORK 

8*P5D0 

123133 

124502 

-8.69 




TOKYO 

HKKH-724 

1436704 

1447049 

-10Z91 




PARIS 

CAC40 

<062.94 

415286 

-59.62 





THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Quickness 
contest 
5 Saudis, e.g. 

10 Encounter 

14 By mouth 

15 Change the 
timer 

16 Keitot comics 

17 Brenner Pass 
range 

18 Bring brunch 

19 Sometime 
hence 

20 E-mail period 

21 D.C. -based talk 
show 

23 Taskbar images 

25 Comparative 
suffix 

26 Ferocious 

2B Links 

33 King and 
Shepard 

34 Country ways 

35 Exist 

36 Mine 
excavations 

37 Put into proper 
pitch 

38 Twirl 

39 Chill 

40 City on the 
Rhone 

41 Cables 

42 Craving 

44 Edit 

45 Pull from a Jug 

46 Spring flower 

47 Peter Pan's 
nemesis 

52 Eisenhower 

55 Make eyes at 

56 Woo 

57 Seethe 

58 Algerian 
seaport 

59 Coeurd' ID 

60 Tulip-to-be 

61 Toudi down 

62 Light weapon 

63 of Man 


TMSPu2Zle80aol.com 


10 

11 

12 

13 
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By Dorothy B. Martin 
Highland Park, Ml 


DOWN 

Thoroughfare 

Woody 

Guthrie's boy 

Charms 

Loop loopers 

Esoteric 


6 Harvests 

7 Spumante 

8 Borscht 
Ingredient 

9 Taxed to the 
utmost 

10 Scanty In 
London 

11 Volcano In 
Slcfly 

12 Harrow’s rival 

13 Zesty flavor 

21 Gear teeth 

22 Eye part 
24 Metal 

containers 

26 Pleasantly 
flavorful 

27 Wonderland 
visitor 

28 Bamboo stems 

29 Change for a 
five 

30 UnpretfictaWe 

31 Attempts 

32 Feel 
34 Pip 

37 Hot and humid 
36 Indian deity 
40 Opera solo 


mmnn 

□UQ0 
DDEU 1 
□0 ID 
□□□□ 
BOB 


IB 

mm 

□i 

EU 

3 

3 D 

□ 

□ 

□□□□( 

SID 

0 

muum 

Q 

Q 

□1 

n 

□DO 

a 

m 

m 

0 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□1 

as 

□ 

a 

E 3 

G 3 

□1 

m 

o 

□ 

0 

a 

m 

in 

□ 


ARC 


x p mints 


ISHIE 


WH9S6 ftbm imm SvYtcu. Ik 
M rictaNMnw. 


41 Champagne 
mustomaker 

43 Mean 

44 Potential 
looter 

46 Michaels of 
’SNL’ 

47 Unenthuslastic 

48 Taj Mahal site 


49 Outline 

50 Vincent Lopez 
theme song 

51 Color 
gradations 

53 Murder 

54 German 
river 

57 Baseball stat 


Peanuts 


HOW WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO BUT SOME HAND-DRAWN 
VALENTINES TO 6IVE TO 
YOUR FRJEND5? 

"2T 


( r don't mave 

V^ANY FRIENDS. 



you shouldn’t have 
ANSWERED THE DOOR' 



Andy Capp 





Mutt’n’Jeff | 





THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



Ginkgo is supposed to improve 
my memory, but I keep 
forgetting to take it.” 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H«nrl Arnold and MU» Aryirlon 


RUYLS 


n 




BLAYK 


I 


LEEXUD 

m 

J — La a 


u 


AIBBED 

tTTT 


I'm having such 
« flood time 



A. COUPLE OF 
GLASSES of 

leaye you 
like THIS. 


Print answer here: 


fbm K* ^ letters to 
gestfld by the above cartoon. ^ 


a 


Yesterday's I ^mbles; BUNK REARm nm cda 



rrxxi 

(Answer* Monday) I 
BOLERO MARAUD 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 

S^. T faH, Ll t LJilt^W l M ■ L J .-^ i umi ______ 

trialists see many negative effects from 
snding working hours, weekly holiday 

IDING TO Jamil Jubran, 
the society of investors at 

i Industrial City (Sahab). 

weekly holiday will dam- 
.tional economy and the 
rdanian industry. Rejecting 
indicated that the two-dav 

ii lower production and. 
remaining fixed, the pro- 
mts will rise. Jubran 
at the worker's productiv- 
as working hours increase 

0 transportation costs and 
icial obligations which 
'mpanies try to minimise. 

1 to the government to 
:sent situation as it is for 
of the industry and the 
nomy. 

ikarneh. general manager 
Arab Company for 
ng Ceramics, said the 
tomv is passing through a 
• which should prevent us 
linking. “Imposing a two- 
would create economic 
serially in productive sec- 
ilready suffers from bad 
e said describing a deci- 
o-day holiday as “the last 
ffm of economic sectors.” 
rquested the government 
ronsideration the interests 
e sector and the produc- 
and to work on solving 
problems which impede 
prosperity. He demanded 
mment put suitable solu- 
ine and to stop dumping 
<rder to enable the local 
;arry out its role in the 
of the country. 


Amin Khalili, plant manager of the 
Middle East Complex for 
Engineering, Electronics and Heavy 
Industries, said the two-day holiday 
will have negative effects of the social 
side as the worker would be cut off 
from his home for a long time as a 
result of lengthening working hours. 
He noted that female workers will be 
most affected by the decision. Khalili 
indicated that the two-day holiday will 
raise production costs as factories will 
lengthen working hours until 7 p.m. 
when the Jordan Electric Power 
Company considers the peak hours to 
be from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. “This will put 
additional costs on the local industry.” 
he said. 

Furthermore, Khalili described the 
holiday as a period for leisure but 
noted that the income per capita in 
Jordan does not allow the least of such 
an entertainment and, as such, the hol- 
iday should not be approved. He said 
that a holiday on Thursdays and 
Fridays would isolate Jordan from the 
rest of the world for 3-4 days, a period 
that will damage the interests of the 
national economy and local industry. 

Sufian AJ Ghussein. plant manager 
of the Near East Petrochemicals 
Company, said the idea of a two-day 
holiday at present is not appropriate 
noting that the general economic situ- 
ation is not suitable. In addition, he 
indicated, the income per capita does 
not provided for allocating a part of it 
for the hoped for leisure. “Should such 
a two-day holiday be imposed, it 
should unified among all sectors,” he 
concluded (A1 Ra‘i). 


DROSCOPE 


FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1998 


Black. Tribune Media Sendees, Inc. 


:h 21 to April 19l .An older person will 


ST 


day with all sons of ideas to fill up your 
escape before this person wakes up. you’ve 
getting out of town, if not, you'll be eer- 
ie job you promised years ago. Well, that 
errible. At last you could finally check it off 

ril 20 to May 20) Pay bills this morning and 
icial obligations are all handled. Then you 
your vacation. Friends are eagerly waiting 
se are people you love dearly and haven't 
long. If you don't already have something 
u few calls. It won't be hard at all to put 
arable crip. 

y 21 to June 21) You're liable to spend 
ju’re also liable to find something you sim- 
vithouc. This item could cost more than you 
ind you might not have not the slightest 
Now ihat you've being warned, put in the 
. Leave the credit cards at home, 
le 22 io July 21 ) Today a friend or partner 
ng to help with your work, and a job that 
nly this morning wills tan looking like fun. 
?. you can go ahead and travel. Friends and 
iting to see you. If you could all go some- 
ihat would be even more perfect Sailing, 

0 August 21 ) The work schedule is intense 
•robablv asking yourself. “Why should I 

a Saturday?” Well, thar’s just how it goes, 
ell find something around the house that 
•. Next weekend will be much bener for fun 

ist 22 to September 22) It's a marvellous 
ed! it's also a good day to renew your old 
;»r whatever sort of commitment you have. 
>mn lined right now. you could be easily 
liunent may practically pop right into your 
ical moment, so don't fight fate, 
nber 23 to October 22) You'd rather be at 
ibout anywhere else this weekend. You're 
ving problems and working on projects, 
feeling that everything needs to be ripped 
Dial's not a bad idea. Once you’re clear on 
ok like, go ahead and do it. You've got the 

;iober 23 to No\ ember 21 j You tend to be 
on inno\ aliens. You may be doing things 
them 10 years ago. that's OK sometimes. 
> it's better to keep up with the times. That 
you can find someone to help. A tutoring 
\ elop into romance. 

(November 22 to December 21) Act 
ins while you still have the advantage, 
j Cour time taken up by practical matters, 
made of money. You have no problem 
•»alth around. Unfortunately, you’re going 
i. The holiday bills are starting to come in. 
( December 22 to January 20) You’ll feel a 
:is the moon goes into your sign. This is a 
to start new enterprises, whatever they are. 
moment longer. At least make the declara- 
]‘re aoing to accomplish next in front of 
will work to catch this magnificent 

January 21 to February 19) Your inner 
vou to make sure eveiyihing you do is 
-ien on the weekends. You've been resis- 
f coaching in the past. This weekend, you 
make a major readjustment. Start by find- 

1 j* successful in business and asking for 

an 20 to March 20) You and your buddies 
her and do something productive. Besides 
ie. vou can accomplish something. Is there 
den in vour neighbourhood, or a vacant lot 
make one? You’d enjoy that, and so would 
nds. Check our the possibilities. 

. of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


Correction 


In the story 
“International 
securities firm 
paints bright 
prospects Tor 
Jordanian stock 
market” (JT, Feb. 
27, 1999, p.9) it 
was reported 
that, “Nomura 
predicts 1998 
earnings growth, 
to be announced 
in March, to 
reach 1.3 percent 
compared to 4.3 
>er cent in 


The text should 
have read that 
“Nomura pre- 
dicts 1998 earn- 
ings growth, to 
be'* announced in 
March, to reach 
13.3 per cent 
compared to 4.3 
jer cent in 


The Jordan 
Times regrets the 
error and any 
inconvenience it 
may have caused 
our readers. 
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;3im\ 

K Vvi : ftXvS 

; BANKS 



ARAB Bk 

218.000 

221.000 

+ 1.38% 

NTL Bk 

1.510 

1.500 

-0.66% 

Bk. OF JORDAN 

1.340 

1.340 

0.00% 

THE HOUSING Bk 

2L880 

2.880 

0.00% 

JO. KUWAIT Bk 

TSBT 

1.660 

+ 1.22% 

JO. GULF Bk 

0.670 

EIkT 

-1.49% 

JOlSLAMC Bk 

1.690 

1.680 


JO. lNVES.6RN. Bk 

1.340 

1.330 

-0.75% 

PHILADELPHIA Bk 

0.520 

0.530 

+ 1.92% 

BANK5 INDEX 

288.610 

point* 

+1.05% 

SERVICES 



ELECTRIC POWER 

1.730 

1.720 

-0.58% 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

1.750 

1.700 

-2.86% 

PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

0.880 

0.880 

0.00% 

AL-ZARQA FOR EDU 

0.900 

OSW 

+ 1.11% 

ARAB INTL FOR INVES.& 

1380 

1.970 

-0.51% 

UNIFIED LAND TRANS 

1.170 

1.180 

+ 0.85% 

SERVICES INDEX 

114.610 

point ■ 

-0.16% 

INDUSTRY 



AT-TANQEEP 

1.100 

1.050 

-4.55% 

CEMENT 

3.760 

3.700 

-1.60% 

PHOSPHATE 

2.370 

2.370 

0.00% 

PETROLEUM REFINERY 

10.770 

10.780 

+ 0.09% 

JO. TANINING 

5.150 

5410 

+ 5.05% 

THE IND. COMM.& AGRIC 

1.100 

1.100 

0.00% 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL 

3.100 

3.100 

0.00% 

CERAMIC IND 

1.300 

1.290 

-0.77% 

JO. DAIRY 

2.950 

2.950 

0.00% 

TOBACCO &CIGARET 

1.570 

fsssr 

-1.27% 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETER - 

7.000 

7.350 

+ 5.00% 

• 

1 

5.800 

6.090 

+ 5.00% 

JO. STEEL 

0.970 

0.970 

0.00% 

CHLORINE 

i3oo~ 

1.190 

-0.83% 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY - 

0.410 

6320” 

+ 2.44% 

PETRO - CHEMICAL 

0.310 

0.300 

-323% 

CHEMICAL & VEGETABLE 

1.140 

1.160 

+ 1.75% 

NTL CABLE 

0.560 

0.540 

-3.57% 

SULPHO • CHEMICALS 

0.420 

0.400 

- 4.76% 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHAR 

1.320 

1.300 

-1.52% 

KAWTHER 

0.370 

0.370 

0.00% 

EL-ZAY 

1.290 

1.270 

-1.55% 

UNIVERSAL MODERN IND 

0.600 

0.600 

0.00% 

NTL ALUMINIUM - 

0.830 

0.800 

-3.61% 

INDUSTRY INDEX 

96.040 

paint ■ 

-028% 

PARALLEL 



EXPORT Bk 752 

0.930 

0.930 

0.00% 

JO. TRADING FACILITIES 

0.420 

0440 

+ 4.76% 

UNION INVES. CORP 

0.890 

0.880 

-1.12% 

AL-EKBAL 

0.900 

0.900 

0.00% 

ADVANCED PHAR 

0.530 

0.530 

0.00% 

al-sHArq- 

' 1.050 

“ 1.106 

+ 4.76% 

MEDICAL APPLIANCES • 

0.450 

0.440 

-222% 

aldawuAh 

0.620 

ossa. 

.+ 1.61% 

ARAB INVESTORES 

1.060 

1.050 

-0.94% 

ARAB INTL. TRADE 

0.190 

0.200 

+ 526% 

SPECIALIZED INVES 

0.650 

0.650 

0.00% 

OPTICAL & AUD1AL 

0.420 

0410 

-2.38% 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

0.820 

0.820 

0.00% 

CENTURY 

1.180 

1.180 

0.00% 

NAMICQ 

0.190 

0.190 

0.00% 

MIDDLE EAST PHAR 907. 

0.580 

0.570 

-1.72% 

UNION TOBACCO 

4.100 

4.050 

-122% 

AL-RAZI 

0.540 

0.540 

0.00% 

UNITED ENG. IND 

0.200 

0.190 


[NTL CERAMIC 

0.360 

0.360 



GRAND INDEX 

183.23 

point ■ 

+0.62%| 


Clinton calls for 
a more humane 
world trading system 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton Friday 
prodded Europe and Japan to 
boost growth and follow the 
L^.S. lead in making their mar- 
kets more accessible to foreign 
goods. 

In a major foreign policy 
address bene, the president also 
urged the free flow of capital 
across international bonders, 
and called for a world trading 
system that protects workers' 
rights. 

U.S. officials in recent days 
have stepped up the pressure 
on Europe and Japan to shoul- 
der more responsibility in off- 
setting economic meltdown 
elsewhere, notably by absorb- 
ing more imports from 
economies in crisis. 

Clinton returned to the theme 
Friday, while at the same time 
calling for reforms to the inter- 
national financial system. 

'The leading economies 
have got a lot of work to do,” 
he told his audience of political 
and business leaders. “We have 
to do everything we can, not 
just the United States, but 
Europe and Japan, to spur eco- 
nomic growth.” 

“Unless there is a restoration 
of growth, all the changes in 
the financial rules we make 
will not get Asia, Latin 
America and the countries of 
Russia out of their difficulties." 
he emphasised. 

Alluding to protesters he 
encountered here who 


denounced globalisation as 
benefiting rich investors at the 
expense of workers, Clinton 
argued that hundreds of mil- 
lions of people had seen their 
standards of living rise because 
they had found a way to “pro- 
duce goods and services that 
could be purchased beyond the 
borders of their nation.” 

But he maintained that trade 
was not an end in itself. “It has 
to work for ordinary people. It 
has to contribute to the wealth 
and fairness of societies.” 

He called for a more humane 
world trading system, one ‘That 
upholds the rights of workers 
and consumers and helps us 
and them in other countries to 
protect the environment so that 
competition among nations is a 
race to the top. not the bot- 
tom.” 

Critics of global free trade 
charge that it allows businesses 
in the industrialised world to 
transfer production to develop- 
ing countries where they can 
exploit poorly paid workers 
and take advantage of lax envi- 
ronmental regulations. 

As for the free flow of capi- 
tal, Clinton acknowledged 
there were risks involved. 

Several prominent academic 
commentators have attributed 
the 1997 Asian financial crisis 
to dramatic, disruptive capital 
movements by investors look- 
ing for easy profit. 

“We have got to find a way 
to facilitate the movement of 


money, without which trade 
and investment cannot occur, 
in a way that avoids these dra- 
' matic cycles of boom and then 
bust, which have led to the col- 
lapse of economic activity in 
so many countries around the 
world,” Clinton said. 

He cited a need for reforms 
to the international financial 
system that would also encour- 
age countries to establish 
“open, properly regulated” 
financial institutions to guard 
against imprudent lending and 
borrowing. 

Clinton maintained that the 
Unired States had made signif- 
icant contributions to limiting 
the global crisis by “helping to 
get money to Brazil, to Russia, 
to other countries and by keep- 
ing our own markets open.” 

He then hurled a challenge at 
Europe and Japan saying: 

“If you compare ... our 
import patterns with those of 
Europe or those of Japan, you 
will see that we have far, far 
more open markets. It has 
worked to make us competi- 
tive and productive.” 

But at the same time he 
vowed to protect U.S. indus- 
tries, such as steel, from unfair 
foreign competition that vio- 
lates U.S. trade legislation. 

“While I will do everything 
to keep our markets open, 1 
intend ... to do everything I can 
to enforce our trade laws,” he 
stressed. 


Petra launches marketing 
campaign in U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Petra 
Engineering Industries put 
on show its products at the 
most prestigious annual 
exhibition, the American 
Heating and Refrigeration 
Exposition (AHR ‘99) in 
the U.S. late January. The 
show was considered by far 
the largest.and most impor- 
tant event for all air-condi- 
tioning companies, hosting 
over 1,300 exhibitors from 
over 30 countries, with an 
attendance of more than 
50.000 visitors from the 
manufacturing, contracting 
and consulting sectors of 
the industry worldwide. 

Petra attended the show 



Petra products on exhibition in the United States 


Gaz de France profit soars 66.6 per cent 


PARIS (AFP) — State- 
owned gas utility Gaz de 
France said this week its net 
profit rose by 66.6 per cent 
in 1998 to 2.5 billion francs 
(381 million euros, $434 
million) from 1.5 billion 
francs in 1997. 

Sales edged up 6.3 per 
cent to 58.7 billion francs 
(8.95 billion euros) from 
55.2 billion francs (8.49 bil- 


lion euros). 

Meanwhile, in Brussels, 
the Eurogas Organisation 
reported that consumption of 
natural gas in west Europe 
grew by 4.1 per cent in 1998 
from the figure for 1997 to a 
record amount of 368 billion 
cubic metres or 309 million 
tonnes of oil equivalent. 

The previous record of 356 
billion cubic metres in 1996 


had been beaten even though 
the weather had been mild. 

The increase reflected a 
consistent increase of the 
number of consumers, by 12 
per cent in five years to 78 
million, and notably by 
industrial companies. 

In the last five years con- 
sumption in west Europe 
had increased by 26 per cent. 


with a wide display of high 
quality products ranging 
from its standard large 
capacity air-cooled 

chillers, to its highly-engi- 
neered specific purpose no- 
thermal-bridge air han- 
dling units. 

Petra displayed and oper- 
ated its newest system — 
the VWV (variable water 
volume). This system 
shown with Petra's com- 
pact residential air-cooled 
water chiller and decora- 
tive high-wall fan coil unit 
grabbed the attention of all 


the visitors. The VWV sys- 
tem, with its decorative 
and compact indoor unit 
uniquely satisfies the cool- 
ing and heating require- 
ments of both the home- 
owner as well as the larger 
spectrum of customers. 
The system is an attractive 
alternative to conventional 
systems due to its low 
installation and running 
cost. The VWV system is 
extremely versatile, easily 
fitting into private resi- 
dences as well as office 
buildings and hotels. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS “What 


diffe 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% lamer. 

* Free enlargement 

20 x 30 on. 


Opxtr, Addict* Oh Ammo* 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



Qnality Serviced Suites 
*One & Two Bedrooms *Fudy 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaBy & 
Long Stay *Reasonable Rates 


5ch Crete 

I Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mafl : crystal® go.com.jo 




SflNABEL 


Real Estate 

S WEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
m 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 


Budaet. 



Car Rental & Leasing 

WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 


MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax:982-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 
An Independent Budget system Licensee 


ERI11 


5684311 -5699634 EXT, 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
lunch: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m. - 1 1:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Street TeL- 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555, Amman-111 18 Jordan 


JVM 






Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 

Call our dedicated Conference Organizer . 


tf©<irTr 'ust 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 
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Rodman makes Lakers debut 


INGLEWOOD, California 
(R) — Dennis Rodman 
began life as a Laker on 
Friday, sparking his new 
team to a 99-83 victory over 
the winless Los Angeles 
Clippers and making Kurt 
Rarnbis a winner in his head 
coaching debuL 

In bis first game since 
helping the Chicago Bulls 
defeat the Utah Jazz for the 
NBA championship on June 
14, the flamboyant Rodman 
grabbed 11 rebounds and 
handed out six assists over 
26 minutes, paying immedi- 
ate dividends. 

Rodman entered the game 
with 6:02 left in the first 
quarter and the Lakers pro- 
ceeded to score 15 of the 
next 20 points to take a 28- 
16 lead. 

“I really haven't stepped 
on the court or touched a 
basketball in nine months, 
that’s pretty good," said the 
NBA rebounding king, 
whose ever-changing hair 
was Lakers purple for the 
occasion. 

“I felt a little shy at the 
be ginn ing because I didn't 
want to mess up, but when 1 
stepped on the court it all 
just came back to me," he 
said. 

"Give me about 10 games 
into my season and you're 
going to see the Dermis of 
old," he said. “In the second 
half. I felt real good" Kobe 
Bryant led the Lakers with 
22 points and Shaquille 
O’Neal added 19 in 27 min- 


utes. 

“He gets his hand on 
every loose ball.” O’Neal 
said of Rodman. “That’s 
what I’ve been waiting for, 
the type of player like that" 
Rarabis, a member of four 
Lakers championship 
teams, was named head 
coach before the game. He 
replaces Del Harris, who 
was sacked on Wednesday. 

In Orlando, Anfemee 
Hardaway scored the first 
six points of. overtime to 
propel the magic to a 103- 
100 victory over the Indiana 
Facers in a battle 'of division 
leaders.:. _ 

Hardaway’s . overtime 
heroics atoned for a missed 
free throw that could have 
ended the game in regula- 
tion. 

With 14 seconds left in the 
fourth quarter and a chance 
to ice the game, Hardaway 
missed his second attempt, 
leaving the Magic with a 
95-92 lead. Indiana’s Mark 
Jackson then drained a 3- 
pointer with 3.3 seconds 
remaining to send the game 
into OT. 

Hardaway led all scorers 
with 23 points and recorded 
a career-high 13 rebounds 
and five assists. Nick 
Anderson added 21 points 
for the Magic. 

Jalen Rose led Indiana 
with 20 points. 

In Toronto, rookie Vince 
Carter scored 21 points to 
lead the Raptor to a wire-to- 
wire 102-92 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 

Charles Oakley added 18 
on 8-of-i0 shooting and 
Kevin Willis had 13 points 
and 16 rebounds for 
Toronto, which led by 20 
points after the first quarter. 

In Charlotte. Derrick 
Coleman scored 28 points 
as the Hornets nearly blew 
an 18-point fourth-quarter 
lead but held on for a 97-95 
victory over the Portland 
Trail Blazers. 

J.R. Reid scored 14 of his 
22 points in the opening 
period and Bobby Phills 
added 21 for the Hornets, 
who led 32-13 after one 
quarter but were outscored 
27-11 in the fourth. 

Isaiah Rider scored 27 for 
Portland, which used a 15-4 
run early in the fourth quar- 
ter to make it close. 

' In Boston, Paul Pierce and 
Antoine Walker scored 24 



Dennis Rodman falls after clashing with Clipper players during a match against the 
Clippers at the Great Western Forum in Los Angeles, CA. Hie Lakers won 99 to S3 
(AFP photo) 



Seattle Supersonic Gary Payton (R) goes up against San Antonio Spur Sean Elliott 
(L) during first quarter action of their game in Seattle, Washington (AFP photo) 


points apiece and the Celtics 
forced 26 turnovers to beat a 
fatigued New York Knicks 
94-80. 

The Knicks, coming off an 
exciting overtime win over 
Minnesota Thursday night, 
were held to just nine points 
in the fourth quarter. 

After the Knicks scored 
the first six points of -the 
second half to tie the game 
at 56-56, Walker scored the 
next eight points in a 10-0 
run as Boston took control. 

At Detroit. Bison Dele 
converted a dunk off a pick- 
and-roll pass from Grant 
Hill with 2.7 seconds left as 
the Pistons snapped the 
Miami Heat’s seven-game 
wi nnin g streak with a 95-93 
victory. 

Miami had a chance to 
win. but Terry Porter's 3- 
pointer banked off the rim 
as time expired. 

Hill led a balanced attack 
with 22 points, 10 rebounds 
and eight assists. Joe 
Dumars added 21 points and 
Jerry Stackhouse con- 
tributed 19 off the bench for 
Detroit. 

Alonzo Mourning led 
Miami with 29 points and 
nine boards. 

In Denver, Danny 
Fortson's follow with five 
seconds left lifted the 
Nuggets to a 96-95 win over 
the Milwaukee Bucks. 

A short jumper by Glean 
Robinson with 15 seconds 
to play gave the Bucks a 96- 
95 advantage. 

Denver point guard 
Chauncey Billups drove to 
the basket but could not 
convert. Fortson grabbed 
the rebound and put back 
the game-winner as the 
Nuggets milled from a 81- 
69 deficit after three quar- 
ters l,. 

At Utah, the Jazz tied a 
franchise* record -for fewest 
points allowed in a 80-65 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks, 

The Mavericks shot a 
woeful 29 per cent from the 
field (20-of-68) as the Jazz 
improved to a league-best 
10 - 2 . 

Biyon Russell led the Jazz 
with 17 points and Karl 
Malone had 13 points and 
10 rebounds in just 29 min- 
utes as Utah shot just 37 per 
cent (26-of-70), but led by 
as many as 22 points in the 
first half. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored 14 of his 23 points in 
the key third quarter as the 
Supersonics beat the San 
Antonio Spurs 92-82. 

Seattle had lost four of its 
previous five games but 
took control with a 30-18 
third quarter. Payton scored 
the final five points of a 14- 
2 spurt and nine points in a 
12-2 run. 

Tun Dancan led San 
Antonio with 22 points. 

At Golden State, Terry 
Cummings sank the go- 
ahead free throws with 77 
seconds remaining and the 
Warriors used tough 
defence down the stretch to 
hold on for a 94-90 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns. 

The Suns had two chances 
down the stretch to draw 
even but Rex Chapman 
missed a jumper and George 
McCloud misfired on a 3- 
pointer in the final 20 sec- 
onds. 


Lakers 


name 

Rambis 

coach 


INGLEWOOD (R) — The 
Los Angeles Lakers on 
Friday named Kurt Rambis 
their coach for the rest of 
the season, replacing Del 
Harris who was fired on 
Wednesday. 

When Harris was sacked, 
team president Jerry West 
said either Larry Drew or 
Rambis. both assistants 
under Harris, would get the 
nod. They elected to go 
with the man who was a 
member of four Lakers 
championships teams in 
the Magic Johnson era to 
coach De nnis Rodman. 

“It was a tough decision 
and we went bade and forth 
the last two days," general 
manager Mitch Kupchak 
said at a news conference. 

“We feel either coach 
would have done an excel- 
lent job, but myself, our 
staff, Jerry West, (owner) 
Jerry Buss were in 100 per 
cent agreement on Kurt 
Rambis," Kupchak said. 

Rambis, who celebrated 
his 41st birthday Thursday, 
was in his fourth year as an 
assistant under Harris. 

In his head coaching 
debut Rambis was a winner 
against the woeful Los 
Angeles Clippers, a team 
whose head coaching posi- 
tion he turned down last 


summer. 

‘T was holding out to 
coach a team that would 
give me the best chance to 
win a championship" 
Rambis said. “The Lakers 
have that chance. 

.. “My job is to get 
guys to play harder and 
more together on both end#* 
of the floor." Rambis was 
known for his blue collar 
work ethic and hard-nosed 
play throughout his NBA 
career, doing much of the 
dirty work during the 
Lakers’ flashy “showtime” 
years. 

Harris was dumped after 
the underachieving Lakers 
fell to 6-6 with three con- 
secutive losses, including 
embarrassing defeats by 
the lowly Denver Nuggets 
and Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Rambis inherits a team 
that just added colourful, 
controversial rebounding 
King Rodman, who made 
his Lakers debut Friday 
night sporting purple hair. 


Samaranch blames 
bidding cities for 


corruption scandal 


BARCELONA (AFP) — International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) President Juan Anmmo Sai^aneh 
claimed Friday that cities bidding to stage the Olympi 
games must take 50 per cent of the blame for the corrup- 
tion scandal engulfing the Olympic raovemeii^ 

Samaranch said “I don t want to make excuses tor any 
one but I can accept that 50 per cent 
IOC members and 50 per cent with certain candidate 

^He explained that certain IOC members that several bid- 
ding cities had adopted “very aggressive policies but also 
conceded that some IOC members “were not honest. 

Five members of the IOC axe due to be expelled at a 
meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland, next month. 

Four IOC members have already quit, three are under 
investigation and one has been severely reprimanded. 

Samaranch said this meeting would be a “therapy to help 
refloat the IOC ship.” 


Giresse spell still 
working for Toulouse 


PARIS (AFP) — Toulouse continued their recent revival 
under new/old coach Alain Giresse by gaining a 1-1 draw 
at Bastia on Friday night while champions Lens boosted 
their slender chances of Europe with a 2-1 win at Auxeire. 

Giresse has yet to taste defeat since starting his second 
spell at Toulouse, who were odds on for relegation when he 
arrived exactly a month ago. 

A week ago the stragglers upset title hopefuls Marseille 
and Andrade Cruz Oceano bagged a point after Liberian 
striker Daye Prince had opened the scoring on the hour. 

Giresse took Toulouse to promotion two seasons ago 
before answering the call to coach Paris Saint Germain last 
summer. But he lasted only three months before being 
sacked with PSG having made a dreadful start. 

The Parisians have seen things go from bad to worse 
despite the appointment of former coach Artur Jorge, who 
won them the 1994 title. 

Ironically, the current trend is for footballers and coach- 
es to blossom only by leaving PSG. 

Giresse’s good run at Toulouse is one example, but 
another is badboy former French international striker 
Patrice Loko, who handed Lorient a vital 1-0 win at Le 
Havre on Friday. 

Loko, a 1995 title winner with Nantes, signed on loan for 
Lorient in November after a torrid spell at PSG during 
which he was convicted of indecent exposure and under- 
went months of psychiatric treatment 

But he has blossomed once again in Brittany, scoring six 
goals, although Lorient are still hot favourites to return to 
The Second Division after just one season in the top flight 

Patrick Nouma and Philippe Brunei were on target for 
at Auxeire, for whog^Tomasz Klos replied^ . 
jwhere Friday, Rennes ‘saw off Nancy 7-1 to keep in • 


,the, hunt for a Champions League preliminary round slot 


They leapfrogged Nantes into fifth place 

Nancy have slipped into the bottom three and Tony 
Cascarino's tenth goal of the season was scant consolation. 

Metz, meanwhile, drew 1-1 at home to tailenders 
Sochaux. 

All the top of the table action came Thursday, when a 
Robert Pires snapshot sent Marseille a point clear after a 1 - 
0 win over Strasbourg while rivals Bordeaux were held 0- 
0 at Nantes. 

Marseille, who face Celta Vigo in foe UEFA Cup quarter- 
finals next week, made heavy weather of a Strasbourg side 
reduced to ten men following a red card for Habib Beye on 
the half hour. 

Marseille now have 54 points from 25 games, a point 
more than their rivals. 

PSG meanwhile, lost, 1-0 at home to Lyon, who are still 
gunning for honours both on foe domestic front and in foe 
UEFA Cup. 

Alain Caveglia blasted foe only goal from the penalty 
spot 

Monaco stayed ahead of Nantes in fourth spot following 

l entertaining 3-2 win at Montpellier. 


an 


McRae extends lead as Auriol 
and Sainz slip back 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Britain’s Colin 
Mcrae extended his Ford focus’ lead in 
the Safari Rally to five minutes on 
Saturday as his Toyota rivals Didier 
Auriol of France and Carlos Sainz of 
Spain both slipped back during the 
eighth stage over the rocky bed of the 
great rift valley. 

Defending champion Richard Burns of 
Britain retired from the event during the 
seventh earlier in the day. 

Organisers said Bums retired with a 
smashed steering column at Nyaru con- 
trol, 246km northwest of Nairobi, during 
the second stage of the day. 

Bums’ retirement was the final blow 
for Subaru, who lost their other two cars 
of Juha Kankkunen and Bruno Thiry 
with electric failures on the first leg. 

As the survivors raced back on stage 
eight only four hours away from the end 
of foe third day, Auriol opted for a cau- 


tious strategy on the rough first half of 
the stage, dropping two minutes. 

Sainz hit a seemingly innocuous bump, 
but his wheel rim spokes collapsed, not 
only forcing a change of wheel, but also 
damaging his shock absorbers. 

Mcrae, however, said the eighth stage 
was not nearly as severe as he had 
expected; and the specially hard-com- 
pound tyres were almost unmarked after 
the 80km. 

Tommi Makinen of Finland, who 
moved up to third in his Mitsubishi 
Lancer after Sainz’s problems, was 
fastest on the stage and gained on Auriol 
but with a 15-minute deficit, he must 
depend on McRae and Auriol having 

major problems if he is to get back into 
contention. 
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CINEMA T£L:4fcW144 

FHH.AUELPHIA '3/ 


CINEMA _ TTiL:46WU4 


Robert De Niro & 
Jen Reno .... In 


RONIN 


-A 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Demi Moore... in 


G. I. JANE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Comedian A'dei Imam .. in 


AL ZA'EEM 
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GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria 
Eddie Murphy ... In 
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ABDOUN 
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Cameron Diaz .... In 
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Fawwaz to lecture on Olympic leadership 

—* Vice-President of the Jordan Olympic Committee (JOC) Mouaffaq AI 
hawwaz will leave for London Monday to participate in a four-day training course to 
prepare officials tor leadership positions in Olympic. Fawwaz is the only Arab- Asian 
who will take part in the course, which is sponsored by the International Olympic 
Committee* and he would be chosen as international Olympic lecturer. 

Orthodoxi to host AI Ittihad 

The Orthodox Club is seeking to host Syria’s AI Ittihad basketball team 
for Fnnedly matches as part of preparations for the West Asian Qualifiers, which will 
held in April. Meanwhile, President of the club's Sports Committee Fadi Zreiqat is 
expected to leave for Lebanon within the next few days for talks with officials from 
AI Hikmeh Club which will take part the qualifiers that will include the champion 
teams of Syria, Iran, Palestine. Lebanon, Yemen and Jordan. 

Cypriots to box in Amman 

AMMAN — The Jordan Boxing Federation is currently finalising technical and 
administrative preparations to host the Cypriot team for a training camp and A 
friendlies March 2-6. The event, which will include six weight categories, will take 
place at AI Hussein Sport City with Ayman Nadi in the 75kg category and player 
Khaldoun Abdul Hamid 57-kg leading Jordan's team. Mohammad Abu Khadijeh was 
named on the team but will probably miss the matches. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


• Seoul 400m Olympic champion 
impressive in comeback bid . 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Steve 
Lewis, who went from 
Olympic gold in 1998 to 
fearing he might never walk 
again, made an impressive 
return here Friday at the 
United States Indoor 
Athletics Championships. 

The Seoul Olympics 400- 
metre champion and 
Barcelona silver medalist 
won his 400m qualifying 
heat in 46.38 seconds, giv- 
ing the medical miracle who 
refused to retire a chance to 

# reach next week's world 
championships. 

I’m not finished making 
history’ yet,'* Lewis said. “I 
don’t feel in any., way I. 
reached my potential. 
There's a lot more in me. I 
just feel I still have it. When 
you're a runner, it’s hard to 
walk away from it.” 

Lewis, who turns 30 in 
May, began feeling weak in 
1993. Doctors were stumped 
until 1996 when they found 
a fist-sized cyst on his lower 
back that was twisting the 
nerves leading to his legs. 

“I was weak all the time. I 
couldn’t train." Lewis said. 
“I thought I was just sick. 
Had the cyst been discov- 

• ered later, I would not have 
been able to walk.” 

Properly frightened by the 
medical report. Lewis had 
the cyst removed in April of 
1996. took a year off to 
recover and began serious 
training little more than a 
year ago. 

"Before the surgery, I did- 
n’t think I would ever run 
again,” Lewis said. ”1 had 
problems jogging a mile. 
My legs were that infected. 
So running out here means a 
lot.” 

Asked if it seemed like 11 
years had passed since his 
—Seoul triumph. Lewis 
"replied, "yeah it does. Long 
road. 1 was younger. It came 
a lot quicker and easier. 
Now I'm going through 
what everybody else does to 
get to that point.” 

" Lewis, who ran on gold- 
medal Olympic 4x400m 
relays in 19SS and 1992, 
looks forward to facing 
Michael Johnson on the way 
to his long-term goal of the 
Sydney Olympics, at which 
he would be 31. Age does 
not worry him. 

“The majority of guys in 
my event are my age or 
older. I don't feel I’m too old 
to accomplish great things in 
event,” Lewis said. I m 
mentally tougher, more 
aggressive all the time. My 
seal now is to find that old 
Steve Lewis. That will save 
the dav. He is still there.” 

But 'here in Saturday’s 
finals, the star attractions 
will be Gail Devers, the two- 
time reigning 100m 
Olympic champion, and 
Maurice Greene, the world 
100m outdoor champion and 
60m indoor world record 

holder. , _ . , 

Devers confirmed Friday 
she will try to win her third 
Qis indoor 60m title and qual- 
ify for Lhe chance to defend 
her world indoor sprint ntle 



Defending World Champion Jearl Miles-Clark crosses 
the finish line in her preliminary race of the Women's 
400M at the U.S. Indoor Track & Field Championship 
at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta , GA. Miles-Clark 
qualified for the final in a time of 53.12 (AFP photo) 


in Japan. 

Devers, who missed the 
1998 outdoor season with a 
strained Achilles tendon, ran 
a 1999 60rn world-best 6.9S 
seconds to win last Sunday 
in France and won again 
Thursday in 7.03 at 
Stockholm. 

Greene has dominated 
world sprinters the past two 
years and has his eyes on 
Sydney Olympic gold after 
being ousted in the 1996 


U.S. Olympic trials quarter- 
finals. 

But first comes a run at his 
world indoor record of 6.39 
seconds, set last year in 
Madrid. 

“The track is so fast, I’m 
liable to go low 6.30,” he 
said. “If it comes out, it’s 
going to be a beautiful thing. 
Then again. I'm not caring 
about the world record.” 


The Embassy of Japan announces 

THE 1999 STUDY TOUR AWARDS FOR 
OUTSTANDING STUDENTS OF THE 
JAPANESE LANGUAGE 

The Japan Foundation, a national cultural 
institution of Japan, is currently inviting 
students and learners of the Japanese 
language in Jordan for a possible two-week 
study tour of Japan. In order to select a 
nominee, the Embassy of Japan will hold an 
examination in Amman on Thursday, 11 March 
1999 at 10:00 a.m. Applications must be 
submitted by 9 March 1999. Those who wish 
to apply for the programme, or have interest in 
it, are kindly requested to contact the following 
for further details. 

EMBASSY OF JAPAN 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS SECTION 
P.O. Box 2835 Amman 11181 
TEL 593-0486, 593-1487 


Johansson 
torpedoes 
Kafelnikov’s 
No. 1 bid 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov’s 

dream of becoming the first 
Russian World No. 1 were 
dashed for the time being 
Friday when he bowed out 
of the guardian direct cup, 
losing his quarterfinal with 
Sweden’s Thomas 

Johansson in straight sets. 

Kafelnikov, the Australian 
Open champion, knew a 
win would take him above 
American Pete Sampras at 
the bead of the world rank- 
ings to make him only the 
15th number one since 
rankings began in 1973. 

But that knowledge 
appeared to weigh heavily 
on his mind as be found 
himself playing second fid- 
dle to eighth seed and World 
No. 19 Johansson, who 
advanced 6-2, 7-6 (7/5). 

Kafelnikov served two 
consecutive double faults in 
the opening game to hand 
his opponent a break point 
and then hit a simple fore- 
hand out to give Johansson 
the early initiative. 

The Swede then crucially 
saved two break points to 
move 3-1 ahead, firing three 
straight aces from break 
point down, one clocking 
216 kph. 

Kafelnikov then saw his 
serve go to pieces as 
Johansson snatched another 
break of serve and raced to 
the first set in just 27 min- 
utes. The Russian regained 
his composure in the second 
set and looked more like the 
player who had won two 
tournaments already this 
year. 

But he struggled to pres- 
sure Johansson's serve and 
whenever he needed to. the 
Swede pulled out another 
big serve to blast hims elf 
out of trouble. 

With no breaks in the set, 
Johansson stormed into a 4- 
1 lead in the tie-break after 
another clutch of inexplica- 
ble Kafelnikov errors. 

! Kafelnikov tattled back 
from 2-6 down to reduce the 
deficit to 5-6, but on the 
next point a sublime drop 
volley from Johansson 
clinched the victory and 
ensured Sampras can rest 
easy — for now. 


Mauresmo beats Hingis, 

Van Roost to reach Paris final 


PARIS (AFP) — Sixth- 
seeded Amelie 

Mauresmo swept aside 
last year’s runner-up 
Dominique Van Roost of 
Belgium 6-0, 7-6 (7/5) 
on Saturday to reach the 
final of the $520,000 
Paris Indoor Open — but 
she needed to turn off 
the panic buttons after 
her opponent staged a 
desperate second-set 
revival. 

The 1 9-year-old 

French player, who 
avenged her defeat in the 
final of the Australian 
Open 24 hours earlier by 
defeating Switzerland’s 
World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis, now plays either 
compatriot Nathalie 
Dechy or Serena 
Williams of the United 
States for the title on 
Sunday. 

Van Roost, the third 
seed, clearly having 
problems coping and 
concentrating with the 
non-stop chanting, danc- 
ing and cheering of the 
elated Mauresmo fans 
inside the packed 
Coubertin stadium, had 
to wait until the ninth 
game to get on the score- 
board. 

And when the moment 
came, she was so 
relieved she threw her 
fists in the air and looked 
like a player who had 
just won Roland Garros. 

After a 26-minute first 
set of one-way traffic, 
the 25-year-old Belgian, 
who has been enjoying 
an excellent start to 1999 
after reaching the final in 
Auckland and the quar- 
ter-finals at the 
Australian Open, at last 
began to find her 



Amelie Mauresmo of France hits a backhand to World No. I Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland in Paris, during their quarterfinal match of the ‘Gaz de France Open’ 
indoor tennis tournament Mauresmo beat Hingis 2-6, 6-1, 6-3 (AFP photo) 


And she sent the alarm 
bells- ringing among the 


home fans when she 
broke Mauresmo in the 
next three service games. 
Mauresmo, the 1996 


world junior champion 
who is currently ranked 
18th, looked decidedly 
fragile when she trailed 


5-6. But a flashing 
whipped backhand 
across court and an ace 
forced a tie-break 


FOR RENT 

* Area 350 $q.m. Separate house with 
independent garage and small garden. 

* First floor apartment with super deluxe 
finishing. Area: 210 sq.m. 

Location: Abdoun, British Embassy Street. 
Please call: 5517033 


WANTED COMPUTER & CAR 

- Laptop, used but in good condition npt less than 486DX4- 
j 400mhz with 1 .44 floppy drive and min 16Ram. 

-American Car (Jordanian Plate), model from 1979 until 1985 

Please call Waleed © 079/569889 



FOR RENT 

The Jordanian Association For Family Planning & 
Protection (JAFPP) wishes to rent out complete 
office premises with an area of 485sq.m. on the 3rd 
floor of its new super deluxe building that is located 
in Madina Area near the Sports City in Amman. 

The said premises is an open space, which can be 
accommodated to cater for specific requirements. 
The building is provided with central heating and a lift. 

For further information kindly contact on the following 
numbers from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. daily except 
Friday: Tel No.: 5160999-5161032-37 



METALLURGICAL ENGINEER WANTED FOR CATHODIC 
PROTECION COMPANY IN THE GULF AS FOLLOWS : 
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❖TECHNICAL ~ — — — ““ 

OFF -SHORE PIPI^ 

❖UNIVERSCEYl ~ 
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❖PREFERENCE 

MARKETINGS GUWEXPEl^^ 
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YOU ARE KINDLY REQUESTED TO SEND YOUR CV’s WITH 
PHOT OGRAPH TO THE FOLLOWING ADD RESS 

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGER 
P.O. BOX (921027) 

AMMAN - JORDAN 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Jordanian Trade-Engineering Company 
located in Jabal Amman is in need for 

1- Chemical Engineer with experience 

2- Secretary with good experience in office work 
with high skills in typing and computer 

* Fluency in English is a must (both spoken and written) 
Please submit CVs by mail in the following address: 
P.O. Box (831164), Amman 11183 - Jordan 


VACANCY 

The United States Information Service (USIS) located 
at the U.S. Embassy in Amman is looking for an 
Executive Secretary for the Cultural Affairs and 
Information Officers. Specialized training in typing 
and computer Word processing (Microsoft Word) is 
required. A university degree is desirable. Candidate 
should have three years of progressively responsible 
office/secretarial experience, excellent English-Arabic 
bilingual language skills and be a team player. 

Only qualified applicants who meet the above desired 
requirements should submit an application (available 
at the Embassy gate) to the Personnel Officer prior to 
March 14, 1999. 


Invitation to Tender 

The Palestine Monetary Authority (PM A) would like to invite bids for 
equipping its automated clearing rooms in Ramallah and Gaza, within 
specifications found in both offices. 

Qualified companies can obtain the tender documents from both offices 
against a non-refundable payment of five hundred U.S. dollars ($500) 
either in cash or in transfer to Arab Bank/Ramaliah AI Balad A/C 
#651660-510 within two weeks from the date of announcement to: 

PMA/AI Bereh - Nablus Road/opposite AI-Quds Pharmaceuticals Co. 

Ramallah P.O. Box 452 

Fax #02-2959922 Ramallah 

Or Gaza Fax # 07-2824599 

P.O. Box 4026 Gaza 

E-maii: Pmagaza@palnet.Com 

Pmaram@palnet.Com 

Deadline for receiving bids with payment receipt will be on Saturday, April 
17-99 at 12:00 noon. 

Note: Pis. keep the payment receipt attached to the tender application form. 
Palestine Monetary Authority 
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Ocalan aide claims Greece took part in arrest 

Three slain Kurds buried as 17 rebels killed in southeast Turkey 


‘Ocalan says 
ex-wife ordered 


« 




Agencies 


A KEY aide of Abdullah 
Ocalan accused Greece c® 
Saturday of helping ^“interna- 
tional conspiracy" to capture 
the Kurdish rebel leader. 

**We will not forget that our 
leader was surrendered with the 
help of Greek officials.' 7 said 
Semsi Kilic. who was granted 
political asylum in Greece. 

The allegations could turn 
into a political nightmare for 
Greece, which bid brought 
Kilic and two other Ocalan 
associates from Nairobi, 
Kenya, on Thursday. Greek 
officials hoped giving the 
Ocalan allies shelter would end 
the harsh fallout following the 
arrest of the Kurdish leader by 
Turkish commandos on Feb. 
15. 

But Kilic did not offer other 
evidence to back up her accusa- 
tions or show what Greece 
would stand to gain by helping 
hand over Ocalan to its arch- 
rival Turkey. 

The government slammed 
Kilic’s charges, arguing that she 
had “completely adopted the 
trust wretched Turkish propa- 
ganda." 

“This delirium of false and 
anti-Greek charges— cannot be 
tolerated," said government 
spokesman Dimitris Reppas. 
“Many questions remain unan- 
swered and we will look into 
the role played by Ms. fGlic." 

Kilic joined Ocalan while he 
was hiding at the Greek ambas- 
sador’s residence in Nairobi. 
The two other women brought 
from Kenya with Kilic were not 
present at the news conference. 

Ocalan is lacing trial — and 
possible execution — in 
Turkey. 

Also Saturday, three Bonds 
killed during protests at the 
Israeli consulate in B erlin 10 
days ago were buried in their 


native villages, as German 
police announced that a fourth 
Kurd had died of his injuries. 

Meanwhile, Turkish police 
said security forces killed 17 
Kurdish rebels in fighting in the 
Kurdish majority region of 
southeast Anatolia. 

The coffins of the three Kurds 
arrived at Ankara from Berlin 
Friday and were transported to 
the villages where the victims, 
all Turkish citizens, were bom. 

They were shot dead by 
Israeli security guards Feb, 17 
whOe protesting against Israel's 
alleged rote — denied by Tel 
Aviv — in the abduction from 
Kenya of Abdullah Ocalan by 
Turkish commandos. 

Serna Alp, 18, was buried in 
her village of Baglicu in south- 
eastern Turkey, while Mustafa 
Kurt 28, was buried in 
Gazenek and Ahmet Acac. 24. 
was interred in Ayran, near the 
southeastern batter with Syria. 

The identity of the fourth vic- 
tim, who died Saturday of ‘*3 
gunshot wound,” was not dis- 
closed. 

In Diyarbakir in southeastern 
TUrkey, police headquarters 
said 16 rebels with Ocalan ’s 
Kurdish Labour Party (PICK) 
were kilted in fighting in the 
Simak area on the border with 
Syria and Iraq. 

Another rebel was killed in 
the Maxrfin province on the 
Syrian border, the same source 
said. 

Ocalan's arrest caused an 
uproar in Greece and led to the 
dismissal of three cabinet min- 
isters as well as Greece's 
National Intelligence Service 
Director Haratembcs 

Stavrakalris. 

PICK has been waging a 15- 
year war for Kurdish autonomy 
against Turkey, costing more 
dan 29.000 lives. Many Greeks 
sympathise with the PKICs 
straggle and feel their govera- 


Hostage situation resolved with drink 


HELSINKI (AP) — A man who said be was embittered with 
society took his wife hostage until pofice arrived and ended the 
standoff with a six-pack of beet The man held his wife hostage 
and throated to blow up the apartment building he lived in Riday 
morrang in downtown Helsinki He said he was aimed and that 
he canted explosives and made several demands to police. Police 
complied with only one of the demands — for beer and cigarettes 
— and foe man soon surrendered. “Wfe have to consider if we 
should always carry beer and cigarettes for cases like this,” police 
inspector Reijo Muuri was quoted as saying in the newspaper 
Dta-SanomaL 


Arafat’s only presidential rival dies 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — Sanriha Khalil, a pioneering social 
activist who was the only candidate co stand against T&sserArafar 
in the Palestinian National Authority's presidential election three 
years ago, died Saturday. Khalil, 76, suffered a heart attack three 
days after being admitted to hospital in Ramallah with heart prob- 
lems, a Palestinian official said A member of the Democratic 
Front for die liberation of Palestine (DFLP), which opposes the 
peace process with Israel die was arrested six times by Israeli 
authorities and put under house arrest for two years. In 1952, she 
set up a family aid association in the West Bank which she 
chaired until her death. Khalil w ho accused Arafat of making too 
many concessions to Israel garnered only 10 per cent of the vote 
in the January 1996 presidential election^ against 85 percent for 
the Palestinian leader. 


Iran begins war games in Gulf 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s navy began exercises in the Gulf on 
Saturday, near an island also chimed by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). the Iranian news agency IRNA reported Navy 
spokesman Fariborz Fazd told IRNA the air force would also join 
the nine-day “Fateh-77” (Victory-77) war-games. He said 1 1 war- 
ships, two submarines, eight helicopters, three diving units and 10 
special operations units would take part in the nine-day games. 


Helicopter crash in Iran kills one 


CAIRO (AP) — A helicopter crashed into an airport building in 
eastern Iran on Friday, killing one person and injuring six others, 
the official Islamic Republic news agency reported The crash 
took place at the airport in Biijand, 4S0 kilometres southeast of the 
capital Tehran. 


’Russian soldiers sold into captivity’ 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Soldiers deployed in the troubled Caucasus 
region of Russia sold their colleagues into captivity in neighbour- 
ing Chechenya. Russian media reported Saturday. Over the past 
two years. 46 soldiers and officers from the 136* Motorised 
Brigade, based in the town of Buynaksk, have disappeared and 
the majority of them were been handed over to Chechen kidnap- 
pers, Sub. Lieut Ramazan Salmanov, militaiy commandant of the 
Buynaksk garrison, told the Kommersant daily. Interior Minister 
Sergei Stepashin, who paid an inspection visit to Dagestan on 
Friday, said that soldiers of the 136th made up the biggest contin- 
gent of the more than 100 Russian soldiers currently being held 
captive in Chechenya. ‘The soldiers themselves were engaged in 
the slave trade,” Salmanov said according to the newspaper. 


Erbakan’s political comeback rejected 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish electoral authorities on Saturday 
rejected a comeback bid by former Islamist Premier Necmettin 
Erbakan, Anarolia news agency reported Erbakan had filed doc- 
uments last week stating that he planned to contest a deputy's seat 
in the central district of Konya as an independent candidate in die 
April IS legislative elections. The electoral committee also 
refused to allow former Justice Minister Sevket Kazan, a top aide 
to Erbakan, to stand for election as an independent in BQecik, 
northwestern flukey, Anatolia said 



killing of Palme’ 


Protestors carry a Kurdish flag Saturday in Paris during a march by about 1,000 people demanding the release of 
Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan. Ocalan, head of the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) was arrested by Turkish 
authorities in Kenya Feb. 15 and faces the death penalty if found guilty by a Turkish court set to pass judgement 
after March 24 (AFP photo) 


mere let Ocalan down. 

Kilic accused top Greek gov- 
ernment officials of deliberately 
misleading Ocalan and precipi- 
tating his “debvery into die 
blood-stained hands ofTurkey." 

She claimed Stavrakalris had 
passed details of Ocalan's 
whereabouts onto the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
and that Greece had worked 
with other countries toward his 


capture. 

“Greece, die United States, 
Russia. Israel and Turkey took 
part in this conspiracy,” Kilic 
said. “We would like our 
friends the Greek people to 


know the truth ... They were 
betrayed together with us.” 

The PKK would continue 
fighting Turkey, she said, but 
ruled out any action against 
Greece or other countries she 
accused of helping capture 
Ocalan. 

Greek judges have launched 
an investigation into the cir- 
cumstances on Ocalan's arrest 
and were due to interview the 
Kurdish aides later Saturday. 

There was no immediate gov- 
ernment reaction from the gov- 
ernment to KHic's allegations. 

Across Europe, investigators, 
activists and the media were 


still trying to piece together the 
events leading up to Ocalan's 
arrest on Feb. 15 after leaving 
the Greek ambassador's resi- 
dence in Nairobi 

The Greek secret service 
agent Savvas Katederidis who 
had been responsible for 
Ocalan’s security in Kenya tes- 
tified behind closed-doors in 
Athens overnight, Greek legal . 
sources said Saturday. 

A mysterious Greek terrorist 
group also claimed responsibil- 
ity in Ocalan's name for two 
bombings on Riday against the 
headquarters of Greek 
Orthodox Church and the 


Athens Stock Exchange, 
denouncing Greece’s role in the 
affair. Greek police said. 

Mian Premier Massimo 
d'Alema told the German 
weekly Der Spiegel, in an inter- 
view to appear Monday, that 
Rome had tried to find a coun- 
try outside Europe where 
Ocalan — who was in Italy 
between November and 
January — could seek asylum. 

D'Alema said die Kurdish 
leader had refused, preferring to 
stay in Europe, while Bonn “did 
not want” to have him extradit- 
ed to Germany for PKK crimes 
committed there. 


ANKARA (AFP)— Captured 
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan accused his ex-wife of 
ordering the 1986 assassina- 
tion of Sweden’s late Prime 
Minister Olof Palme, the 
Turkish daily Sabah said 
Saturday, quoting the rebel 
leader. _ 

“The assassination of Olof 
Palme was entered by ray ex- 
wife Kesire according to infor- 
mation I received after the 
attack.” Ocalan told magis- 
trates during questioning at the 
Imrali island prison in the Sea 
of Marmara where he is being 
held, the paper said. 

“I gave no order for the 
assassination of Olof Palme. 
After the attack, I found out 
that he had been killed by men 
close to my ex-wife,” he said. 

Palme was gunned down by 
an unidentified assailant while 
walking down a busy street in 
central Stockholm with his 
wife, after leaving a cinema on 
Feb. 28, 1986. 

Sweden’s justice minisny 
declined to comment, but a 
minis try spokesman said that 
Ocalan's allegation was being 
examined “with interest" 

Turkish press reports in 1985 
said Kesire had fallen out with 
Ocalan over the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKKl which he 
headed, and its armed struggle 
for independence. After their 
divorce, she left the organisa- 
tion. 

With a small group of 
Ocalan opponents she founded 
the PKK-Vejine, but little is 
known about the group today. 

Ocalan was captured by 
Turkish commandos in 
Nairobi and taken to Ankara 
on Feb. 16, wbere he faces the 
death penalty for treason and 
separatism. 


Despite hundreds of leads 
and years of investigations, the 
Palme minder has never been 
solved. 

A reward of 50 million 
Swedish krona ($6.5 million) 
is still available for anyone 
providing information that 
would help solve the crime. 

Ocalan has previously said 
that he had information about 
the Palme killing and he would 
be prepared to speak to 
Swedish police. 

In an interview with the g 
Swedish evening paper 
Aftonbladet in December. 
Ocalan said the murder was 
committed “‘in order to incrim- 
inate the PKK.” 

‘Tt was a way for conserva- 
tive aroups to turn world opin- 
ion against the search for a 
peaceful solution to the 
Kurdish situation." he said. 

“Palme was a true friend of 
the Kurdish people and never 
spoke of the Kurdish liberation 
struggle as being terrorism.” 
Ocalan said. 

The Swedish police long 
investigated the so-called 
“PKK lead,” one of the princi- 
pal lines of inquiry in the 
Palme investigation, but with- 
out success. 

Sweden refused the PKK £ 
leader political asylum 10 
years ago. 

The Kurdish lead was origi- 
nally based on phone conver- 
sations monitored by police 
keeping PKK activities in 
Sweden under surveillance 
before the Palme murder. 
.These indicated that the PKK 
planned to commit a high-pro- 
file murder in Scandinavia. 

A year later, in January 1 987. 
Swedish police arrested some 
20 Kurds, but had to release 
them for lack of evidence. 
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Iraq says ‘enemy’ 
warplanes wound 23 


Hizbollah admits Israeli raid killed three 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
latest skirmish in an aerial war 
of attrition between Baghdad 
and U-S.-British allies left 23 
Iraqis wounded on Saturday 
when “enemy" jets hit targets 
in the south, a militaiy 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman told the offi- 
cial INA news agency dial 11 
“enemy” foonations carried 
out 28 sorties. 

“These black crows bombed 
military and civilian sites in the 
Missan province, injuring 23 
citizens,” he said. 

“F-14s. F-15s and F-18s, 
backed by AWACS aircraft 
penetrated Iraqi airspace at 
0515 GMT and left it at 0638 
GMT." the spokesman said. 

“Our anti-aircraft defences 
resisted these hostile forma- 
tions. forcing them to flee with 
shame and defeat to their 
harmful bases from where they 
took off in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia.” he saicL 

The report described the 
casualties as “citizens,” leaving 
it unclear if ihey were civilians 
or soldiers. 

The attacks came as Vice 
President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan reiterated Iraq's 
determination to fight the no- 
fly zones. 

“Iraq rejects the logic of 
force adopted' by the United 
States to impose their hegemo- 
ny on the whole world," 
Ramadan told journalists on 
the sidelines of a conference in 
Baghdad. 

“The violation of Iraq’s air- 
space is a continuation of the 
aggression in 1991 [Gulf War] 
and not that which rook place 


in 1998 [Desert Fox air war]. 
With this new escalation we 
expect a new aggression any 
moment,” he said. 

These were the latest attacks 
since Wednesday, when Iraq 
said UJS. strikes on anti-aircraft 
defences south of Baghdad had 
left “several dead and injured.’’ 

The ruling Baath Party’s AJ 
Tbawra newspaper on Friday 
urged Arab stales to pressure 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait into 
halting the UJS.-led overflights 
from their territory. 

The Kuwaiti and Saudi 
leaderships play as important a 
role in this aggression as the 
United States, by putting their 
bases at the service of the 
aggressors," the newspaper 
said 

It accused Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait “of providing financial 
and logistical help to ensure the 
continuation and intensifica- 
tion of the aggression." 

The United States and 
Britain have been staging regu- 
lar raids on Iraqi air defences in 
the no-fly zones over Iraq since 
December’s Desen Fox air 
strikes. 

The no-fly zones, north of 
the 36th Parallel and south of 
the 33nd Parallel were set up 
by the allied forces in the after- 
math of the 1991 war in sup- 
port of UN. resolutions. 

They are armed at protecting 
the Kurdish population in the 
north and Shiite Muslims in 
the south from repression by 
Iraqi government forces, 
although they are not covered 
by any U.N. resolution. 

Iraq has repeatedly con- 
demned the zones as illegal. 


NABAHYEH CAP) — Israeli 
warplanes raided suspected 
guerrilla bases in southern 
Lebanon on Saturday. 

The waiplaries swooped over 
the Jabal AJ Rafih mountain, fir- 
ing two missiles, Lebanese 
security officials said speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

The mountain lies in an area 
that faces the Israeli-occupied 
zone of southern Lebanon and 
is a stronghold of Iranian- 
backed HizboOah guerrillas. It is 
about 10 km northwest of the 
market town of Nabatiyeh. 

There were no immediate 
report of casualties, 

In Tel Aviv, an Israeli military 
statement said its planes had 


‘hit terrorist targets” in south- 
east Lebanon and returned safe- 
lytobase. 

Earlier Saturday, Hizbollah 
admitted that three of its fighters 
have been killed by Israeli 
forces on Wednesday, overturn- 
ing its earlier denial of casual- 
ties. 

The bodies of three guerrillas 
killed, were retrieved by their 
comrades on Biday from die 
area of Thybeh and Wadi 
Selouki in the Israeh-occupied 
zone, Hizbollah said in a state- 
ment . 

During the retrieval operation, 
guerrillas clashed with Israeli 
troops and their militia allies. 

Hizbollah identified die three 


as Hassan Muhieddin Hamza, 
23. Ihab Haidar Micflej, 22 and 
Rabieh Ibrahim Marzouk, 19. ■ 
The pro-Israeli militia the 
South Lebanon Army, had said 
four Hizbollah guerrillas were 
killed in a dash inMarkaba — 
near Taybeh and Wadi Selouki 
— on Wednesday. 

But Hizbollah denied this, 
saying its guerrillas had 
returned safely to base, with the 
exception of one who was miss- 
ing. Maikaba is three kfloraeoes 
from the Israeli border 
On Friday, the fourth guerrilla 
turned up in a hospital in Sidon 
wbere be told reporters that he 
was chased by Israeli heli- 
copters and troops. 


The man, who save only an 
alias, said he survived by run- 
ning for hours and hiding in an 
abandoned house. 

He was suffered shrapnel 
wounds to his head and arms. 

Lebanese and Israeli televi- 
sion have broadcast a tape of the 
fourth guerrilla showing him 
running across rocky terrain 
while artillery shells are heard 
exploding in the background. 
The tape was apparently shot by 
an Israeli reconnaissance air- 
craft. 

The Markaba shoot-out came 
a day after three Israeli elite 
commandos were killed and 
five wounded in a Hizbollah 
ambush in southern Lebanon. 
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Eritrea retreats for second straight day 


ASMARA (R) — Eritrean 
troops beat a fresh retreat in 
parts of the contested Badme 
border region on Saturday, after 
Ethiopia broke through part of 
their defensive line on Friday, a 
senior Eritrean official said. 

“Eritrean forces are with- 
drawing to positions they are 
happy with," Eritrean presiden- 
tial adviser Yermane 
Gebremeskel told Reuters. 

“Those places which are vul- 
nerable, we have to move.” 

Eritrean troops had already 
retreated a few kilometres on 
Friday after the Ethiopian 
breakthrough, but many decid- 
ed to pull back again on 
Saturday to stronger positions, 
Yermane sakL 

Ttis much more important to 
have places which are strongly 
deferrable rather than just 
holding territory," he said. 

The Eritrean official added 
that fighting erupted again on 


Saturday along the 60-kflome- 
tre Badme front, but on a much 
smaller scale than on the previ- 
ous four days. 

Meanwhile, Eritrean Foreign 
Minister Haile Wdde Tensaek 
charged that Israel had supplied 
advanced MiG warplanes to 
Ethiopia, and accused the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) of being unable to 
resolve the Horn of Africa con- 
flict 

“Israel delivered updated ver- 
sions of the sophisticated MiG 
aircraft to the Ethiopian air 
force,” he said in remarks pub- 
lished Saturday in Egyptian 
government newspaper A1 
Ahram. 

Israel “has aligned itself with 
Ethiopia to encourage it to con- 
tinue the fighting and ensure its 
air force’s superiority " he said. 

He said the development 
forced Asmara to obtain MiG 
29 planes “as a deterrent and to 


stop the Ethiopian air strikes on 
Eritrean positions." 

Ethiopian air strikes violate a 
UJS- and OAU-sponsored 
moratorium signed with Eritrea 
June 14 on the use of aircraft. 
Addis Ababa's violation of die 
moratorium “shows that the 
OAU is unable to ensure arele- 
vant solution to the dispute,” 
the Eritrean minis ter said. 

It also demonstrates that the 
OALf should not “monopolise" 
mediation efforts and that the 
organisation is "weak and in 
need of support” be said. 

He appealed to the EU to 
continue its mediation and said 
Eritrea was leaning towards a 
possibtaEgyptian initiative for 
resolving the conflict . 

The current bout of fighting 
began on Tuesday with an 
Ethiopian ground offensive 
aimed at recapturing land occu- 
pied by Eritrean forces last 
May. 


Both sides claim to have 
inflicted heavy casualties in 
terms of troops and military 
hardware in the latest clashes. 

On Friday, Ethiopian govern- 
ment spokeswoman Selome 
Taddesse said "the heroic 
Ethiopian air and ground forces 
caused the Eritrean military 
major kisses” in an offensive 
the government has dubbed 
Operation Sunset 

Selome said in a statement 
the operation took its name 
from a quote from Eritrean. 
President Isayas Afewerid. who 1 ' 
reportedly said an Eritrean 
withdrawal from Badme was as 
unlikely as the sun never rising 
again. 

But Eritrea's stare-run news 
agency said late on Friday the 
Ethiopian army had suffered 
such heavy casualties in the lat- 
est offensive that "they will not 
be able to change the military 
balance.” 


Large turnout for Iran’s elections hailed as advance for democracy 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s first local 
elections were acclaimed Saturday as a 
major advance for grassroots democra- 
cy 20 years afirs- the Islamic revolution 
but they also highlighted the bitter 
divide between moderates and the 
regime’s hardline clerics. 

Although no official figures have 
been published for Friday’s landmark 
poll Iranian newspapers said turnout 
was strong, particularly among young 
people who are among the most ardent 
supporters of refotm. 

The English-language Iran News 
described foe election, seen as a key test 
for foe reformist agenda of President 
Mohammad Khatami as “the biggest 
experiment of democracy and decen- 
tralisation in the Islamic state.” 

“R*. 26, 1999. will henceforth be 


recalled as one of the important socio- 
political events in the tumultuous histo- 
ry of this land in which tyrants, traitors, 
predators and also patriots ruled for 
more than 25 centuries,” trumpeted the 
Iran Daily, another English-language 
papec 

Reformers had been hoping for a 
strong turnout from the nation’s 40 mil- 
lion eligible voters, particularly among 
tiie women and young people who 
helped sweep Khatami to his shock 
election victory in 1997. 

"People’s rule over their own destiny 
is a manifestation of one of the revolu- 
tion's biggest ideals,” said Khatami, 
who is battling to get his reforms past 
tiie hardline clerics who dominate most 
of the country's religious and political 
institutions. 


Interior Minister Abdotvahed 
Musavi-Lari said Friday that voter par- 
ticipation in what newspapers said was 
the country's 20th election since the 
1979 revolution had been “heavy” 
although he gave no figures. 

He raid it would take at least a week 
to complete the counting of the ballots 
and publish the final results in all pans 
of the country. 

Tehran, with almost 10 million resi- 
dents, is foe biggest prize in the elec- 
tion. followed by the four other big 
cities of Isfahan, Shiraz. Mashhad and 
Tabriz — all with about 1,000 candi- 
dates. A total of around 200,000 seats 
on 33,000 municipal councils were at 
stake. 

‘The people’s massive turnout at the 
polling booths yesterday reflected their 


enormous confidence and trust in the 
system,” said the conservative Tehran 
Times. 

But the campaign was marred by 
violence and intense political wran- 
gling with hardliners and reformers 
seeking to consolidate local power 
bases for next year's parliamentary 
elections. 

The Iran Daily said the elections took 
place “despite deep and dangerous dif- 
ferences between the two top factions, 

each with an entirely different appnxteh 
to political participation and rules- 
based governance." 

The so-called rightist camp made 
link effort to camouflage hs opposition 

and sheer lack of optimism towards this 

new and necessary exercise.” it added. 
The Tehran Times, expressing its 


conrem over the political violence, 
spoke cut against “rogue elements’' 
seeking to damage the democratic, 
process. ( 

^Sucb a political phenomenon is 
<™rientaJ to the political health and 
stability of our system." it said in an 
editorial. 

Son*: newspapers also pointed to 
jmp^ections in the election process 

toyhan International said that while 
S??® 5 variety of candidates, 
T 8 was that there were too 

candidates, which made quite a 
nunto of lay people confused, and 
unable to vote. 

In Tehra. seme 4.000 people were 
®»«ing for office, most of Ihem 
to the genera] public. 
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